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28/07/2015 WA Fortescue helped fund 
Wirlu-Murra Yindjibarndi 
Aboriginal elders' 
campaign against mine 
land owners 

Andrew Forrest's Fortescue Metals Group (FMG) 
provided logistical support and funding to help 
organise a meeting of Aboriginal leaders aimed at 
freeing up access to land its mines sit on. The 
breakaway group of Aboriginal elders have been 
seeking to gain control of the authorised native title 
body away from the existing leadership.  

ABC News, Australia, 
28 July 2015 

27/07/2015 WA Rinehart buys historic 
Fossil Downs: end of an 
era, says local shire 
president 

Gina Rinehart has purchased Fossil Downs, a 400,000 
hectare cattle station, which has been in the one family 
since 1882. The Gooniyandi people were granted 
native title over a large section of the station in 2013 
after a 15-year campaign. Muludja, a remote Aboriginal 
community of about 100 people, is located on the 
station about 2km from the homestead. 

The Guardian, Australia, 
27 July 2015 

24/07/2015 Australia Tougher laws needed to 
protect property rights 

Human Rights Commissioner Tim Wilson has said that 
Australian governments must give farmers more rights 
when mining companies are negotiating access to 
potential gas or coal reserves on their property. The 
problems with the legal system was not just restricted 
to farmers, but also indigenous Australians who under 
existing laws did not have the full property rights that 
traditionally governed native title. 

Financial Review, Australia, 
24 July 2015 

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-28/fortescue-helped-aboriginal-elders-campaign-against-land-owners/6652118
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jul/27/rinehart-buys-historic-fossil-downs-end-of-an-era-says-local-shire-president
http://www.afr.com/business/mining/tougher-laws-needed-to-protect-property-rights-20150723-giiweo
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23/07/2015 WA Kimberley Aboriginal 
traditional owner and anti-
fracking campaigner 
ordered to move on 

Micklo Corpus, a Yawuru traditional owner and anti-
fracking campaigner who has spent ten months 
camping at Yulleroo, 70 kilometres east of Broome, 
where Buru Energy hopes to frack shale gas wells on 
his traditional country has been told by the government 
to move-on from his bush protest site.  

ABC News, Australia,  
23 July 2015 

23/07/2015 QLD Queensland Land Court 
challenges to mining 
projects to get time limit 

The Palaszczuk Government is considering taking a 
proposal to Attorney-General Yvette D‘Ath to put time 
limits on cases in the Land Court. The Government 
can use a precedent as the Native Title Tribunal has a 
time limit of six months on cases before it. 

The Courier Mail, Australia, 
23 July 2015 

23/07/2015 TAS Tasmanian council not 
giving up on move to 
reverse Aboriginal land 
hand-backs 

A Tasmanian Circular Head Council is pressing ahead 
with a move to have Aboriginal land reclaimed by the 
state as they believe some land is not being properly 
managed and wants the State Government to proclaim 
the areas state reserves instead. The State secretary 
of the Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre Trudy Maluga has 
accused the Circular Head Council of being 
hypocritical saying "Parks and Wildlife, their funding 
isn't adequate, they aren't looking after the state-
governed land as we speak. Our heritage is being 
destroyed on a daily basis.‖ 

ABC News, Australia, 
23 July 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-23/kimberley-aboriginal-traditional-owner-told-to-move-on/6642726
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/queensland-land-court-challenges-to-mining-projects-to-get-time-limit/story-fntuy59x-1227453107764
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-23/tasmanian-council-seeks-to-reverse-aboriginal-land-hand-back/6641648
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23/07/2015 NT Mixed signals from 
Energy Resources of 
Australia on Ranger 
uranium mine future as 
Jabiru prepares for 
closure 

Australia's most controversial uranium mine, Ranger, is 
expected to close by its major shareholder and the 
stock market. Energy Resources Australia had been 
planning to extend Ranger's life with an underground 
mine but last month it discontinued with the plan. The 
chief executive of the Mirrar traditional owners' 
Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation, Justin O'Brien, said 
there was now significant uncertainty around the 
mine's future. Traditional owners have ruled out any 
uranium mining at nearby Jabiluka, but they have not 
ruled out further mining at Ranger. 

ABC News, Australia,  
23 July 2015 

22/07/2015 WA 'Cranky' 3.2-metre 
crocodile captured by 
Indigenous rangers in the 
Kimberley 

The Nyikina Mangala Rangers have captured and 
relocated a second saltwater crocodile after it had 
become a threat to public safety at the Minnie Bridge 
camping area along the Fitzroy River.  

ABC News, Australia, 
22 July 2015 

21/07/2015 Australia Festival has best of all 
worlds 

CinefestOZ 2015 features Victorian Nicole Ma‘s film 
Putuparri and the Rainmakers which is about the two-
decade battle of a Fitzroy Crossing family for native 
title over part of the Great Sandy Desert they believe is 
the source of rain. 

The West Australian, Australia, 
21 July 2015 

20/07/2015 WA Transerv Gets Ready to 
Drill 2 Appraisal Wells at 
Warro Gas Field in WA 

Transerv Energy Ltd. reported that it is preparing to 
start two pivotal appraisal wells at Warro, Australia‘s 
largest undeveloped onshore gas field, just 124 miles 
(200 kilometres) north of Perth, Western Australia 
(WA). The Warro Joint Venture has already secured all 
environmental and other approvals and has the 
necessary Native Title Agreement in place. 

Rigzone, Australia, 20 July 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-19/mixed-signals-ranger-uranium-future-jabiru-prepares-for-closure/6630568
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-22/kimberley-croc-captured-on-film/6640884
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/entertainment/movies/a/28968182/festival-has-best-of-all-worlds/
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/139694/Transerv_Gets_Ready_to_Drill_2_Appraisal_Wells_at_Warro_Gas_Field_in_WA
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18/07/2015 Australia Trust us: Patrick Dodson 
and Noel Pearson devise 
plan to save Indigenous 
recognition referendum 

The nation's two most significant Aboriginal leaders, 
Noel Pearson and Patrick Dodson, have cast aside 
personal differences to craft a plan to secure 
Indigenous consensus on a referendum question to 
recognise the first Australians that could be put as 
soon as the next year's federal election. 

Sydney Morning Herald, 
Australia, 18 July 2015 

The Australian, Australia, 
18 July 2015 

17/07/2015 WA Buru celebrates Ungani 
startup 

Buru Energy has declared the start of commercial 
production at the Ungani oil field in Western Australia‘s 
onshore Canning Basin. The Ungani oil field received 
the green light to begin production earlier this month 
following the execution of Native Title Agreements 
between the Buru Energy-Mitsubishi joint venture and 
the Nyikina Mangala, Karajarri Yanji and Yawaru 
people. At the official opening, Minister Marmion said 
"The small environmental footprint and significant 
economic benefits make Ungani an excellent example 
of how the oil and gas industry can generate positive 
returns for all sectors of the community, including the 
Native Title parties, local businesses, and for Western 
Australia generally." 

EP mag, Australia, 17 July 2015 

Rigzone, Australia, 30 July 2015 

16/07/2015 QLD Protesters deliver 2000-
strong petition to Adani 
office 

Abbot Point locals and traditional Indigenous 
landowners descended on Adani's Brisbane office to 
deliver a 2000-strong petition against the company's 
$16 billion Carmichael mine in the Galilee Basin and its 
Abbot Point port expansion. Carol Prior, a Juru 
traditional owner from the Abbot Point area was part of 
the delegation delivering the pledges to Adani. "I'm 
here to send a strong message to Adani today - we 
don't want their coal mine or their port, that will destroy 
our heritage, sacred sites and the Great Barrier Reef," 
she said. 

Sunshine Coast Daily, Australia, 
16 July 2015 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/trust-us-patrick-dodson-and-noel-pearson-devise-plan-to-save-indigenous-recognition-referendum-20150717-giertc.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/inquirer/recognition-referendum-needs-indigenous-input/story-e6frg6z6-1227446388545
http://www.epmag.com/buru-celebrates-ungani-startup-810301#p=full
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/139877/Western_Australias_Ungani_Oil_Field_Officially_Commences_Production
http://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/news/protesters-deliver-2000-strong-petition-adani-offi/2707770/
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16/07/2015 QLD Metro Mining raising 
$5.6M to complete 
Bauxite Hills DFS 

Metro Mining is raising $5.6 million to fund the final 
stages of preparation for development of its Bauxite 
Hills Project at Cape York, Queensland. Proceeds will 
be used for a range of activities including environment 
approvals and native title agreements. 

Proactive investors, Australia, 
16 July 2015 

16/07/2015 QLD Desire for strong country 
and culture drives good 
governance 

Girringun Aboriginal Corporation cares for more than 
one million hectares of land and sea on behalf of nine 
Traditional Owner groups in Far North Queensland. In 
2013 the Girringun Indigenous Protected Area (IPA) 
was declared. Girringun IPA is only the second co-
managed IPA to be declared in Australia, which means 
that a whole host of stakeholders from diverse 
backgrounds – be they private landholders, park 
authorities, local government and traditional owners - 
have come together around a unified plan for 
managing this significant area of Australia‘s world 
heritage Wet Tropics and Great Barrier Reef 
ecosystems. 

Indigenous.gov.au, Australia,  
16 July 2015 

15/07/2015 QLD Queensland budget Queensland‘s first state Budget under the Palaszczuk 
government has been handed down. The $49.9 billion 
budget will deliver better online services, boost coal 
seam gas compliance and manage public safety risks 
associated with abandoned mines. The initiatives in 
the budget includes $2.2 million to address immediate 
native title trial costs and help accelerate the resolution 
of all outstanding Queensland native title claims 
through the Federal Court. 

Mining Australia, Australia, 
15 July 2015 

Mining News, Australia, 
15 July 2015 

Mining Weekly, Australia, 
15 July 2015 

http://www.proactiveinvestors.com.au/companies/news/63486/metro-mining-raising-56m-to-complete-bauxite-hills-dfs-63486.html
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/stories/desire-strong-country-and-culture-drives-good-governance
http://www.miningaustralia.com.au/news/lack-of-exploration-funding-in-qld-budget
http://www.miningnews.net/storyview.asp?storyID=826952566&feature=GREENFIELDS&sectionsource=f2874466&aspdsc=yes
http://www.miningweekly.com/article/qld-neglecting-investment-in-exploration-sector-amec-2015-07-15
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15/07/2015 WA Fracking fears in WA's 
south west downplayed 
as preferred exploration 
applicant announced 

The Department of Mines and Petroleum have 
selected Bunbury Energy Pty as the preferred 
applicant for a shale gas and oil exploration permit in 
five local government areas including Bunbury, 
Busselton, Capel, Dardanup and Donnybrook-
Balingup. Native Title negotiations are underway and a 
number of other approvals would also be required 
before an exploration title is granted.  

ABC News, Australia,  
15 July 2015 

Bunbury Mail, Australia, 
15 July 2015 

Department of Mines and 
Petroleum – WA, Australia, 
15 July 2015 

Perth now, Australia, 
16 July 2015 

Herald Sun, Australia, 
16 July 2015 

News.com, Australia, 
16 July 2015 

PPO, Australia, 16 July 2015 

15/07/2015 WA and NT 5000ha Ord land release 
proceeds 

The Ord Irrigation scheme in Australia‘s far northwest 
is to be expanded for a third time as the West 
Australian government yesterday announcing the 
release of another 5300ha of potential cropping land. 
The traditional owners in the Northern Territory are yet 
to agree. The CEO of the Northern Land Council, Joe 
Morrison, says they're being asked to give up their 
hard-fought native title rights and he's not sure what 
they'll get in return. 

Business News, Australia, 
15 July 2015 

The Australian, Australia, 
16 July 2015 

ABC – the World Today, 
Australia, 23 July 2015 

ABC News, Australia,  
23 July 2015 

Farm Weekly, Australia,  
26 July 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-15/fracking-fears-downplayed-for-south-west/6620572
http://www.bunburymail.com.au/story/3211979/exploration-sends-off-fracking-alarm-bells/
http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/7105_21687.aspx
http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/7105_21687.aspx
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/western-australia/fracking-debate-mp-barnaby-joyce-leaves-south-west-oil-and-gas-exploration-controversy-to-wa/story-fnhocxo3-1227444403043
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/national/fracking-debate-mp-barnaby-joyce-leaves-south-west-oil-and-gas-exploration-controversy-to-wa/story-fnii5thm-1227444403043
http://www.news.com.au/national/western-australia/fracking-debate-mp-barnaby-joyce-leaves-south-west-oil-and-gas-exploration-controversy-to-wa/story-fnii5thn-1227444403043
http://ppo.com.au/news/native_title_process_begins_for_bunbury_wa_unconventional_permit/93979
https://www.businessnews.com.au/article/5000ha-Ord-land-release-proceeds
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/ord-irrigation-scheme-to-be-expansion-for-the-third-time/story-e6frg8zx-1227443373471
http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2015/s4279395.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-23/rethink-northern-development-ord-expansion-says-joe-morrison/6644202
http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/agribusiness/general-news/new-land-release-helps-to-grow-ord-plans/2738293.aspx


Native Title In the News June/ July 2015 | 7 

 

DATE STATE SUBJECT SUMMARY SOURCE 

14/07/2015 WA Plea to Tony Abbott for 
help pays off for 
Aboriginal elders 

Elders of the Martu tribe last year wrote to the Prime 
Minister as they were worried their own 
representatives were ripping them off. Now the 
Western Desert Lands Aboriginal Corporation, the 
body which is responsible for the Martu peoples' native 
title rights over 136,000 square kilometres of resource-
rich land in outback Western Australia has been put 
into special administration. The land corporation had 
received about $30 million from mining companies in 
return for permission to develop Martu lands. Millions 
of dollars were spent on salaries and fees for WDLAC 
staff, directors and consultants, but little of the money 
flowed to the wider Martu community.  

The Age, Australia, 13 July 2015 

ABC News, Australia,  
14 July 2015 

12/07/2015 Australia Indigenous Australians 
want treaty, not 
constitutional recognition, 
says elder 

Tauto Sansbury, the winner of the Naidoc week 
lifetime achievement award, says 60% to 70% of 
Aboriginal people do not support the Recognise 
campaign. A majority of Aboriginal people would prefer 
a treaty with the Australian government rather than 
constitutional recognition. 

The Guardian, Australia, 
12 July 2015 

12/07/2015 ACT Indigenous leaders 
appeal to Canberrans 
after Aboriginal heritage 
site ‗scrubbed with bleach‘ 

Traditional custodians of the Canberra region are 
reminding residents to take due care around 
Indigenous heritage sites after ancient grinding 
grooves were seemingly scrubbed with bleach.  

ABC News, Australia,  
12 July 2015 

http://www.theage.com.au/national/plea-to-tony-abbott-for-help-pays-off-for-aboriginal-elders-20150713-gib6ib.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-14/western-desert-lands-corporation-put-in-administration/6617058
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jul/12/indigenous-australians-want-treaty-not-constitutional-recognition-says-elder
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-12/indigenous-leaders-urge-canberrans-to-take-care-of-sites/6612998
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11/07/2015 WA Bringing back the 
Outback into the political 
fold 

More than 500 pastoral leases had lapsed in a 
midnight expiry of all West Australian leases, and 
renewed tenure over nearly 90 million leased hectares 
occurred Monday morning, before opening time. This 
allowed the existing leaseholders to be validated and 
prevented any other interests from registering. The 
West Australian government has heralded it as a 
success nut many land stakeholders and informed 
observers are not as happy. They lament that the 
archaic leases — or 505 out of 507 of them, covering 
435 pastoral stations — have been renewed on 
identical terms and for equivalent periods, generally up 
to 50 years. 

The Australian, Australia, 
11 July 2015 

10/07/2015 QLD Growing up Aboriginal in 
Mount Isa in the 1960‘s 

Valerie Craigie still has vivid memories of growing up 
in Mount Isa in the 1960s, especially of racism in 
schools. Ms Craigie says racism still exists in Mount 
Isa but it is not as overt as it was in the 1960s. Ms 
Craigie was heavily involved in the 2011 court 
proceedings which saw nearly 40,000 square 
kilometres of land in north-west Queensland declared 
under native title for the Kalkadoon people. She says 
that win continues to be a wonderful achievement for 
the "fighting Kalkadoon". "Before that people wouldn't 
have cared so much [about our history on the land], 
but winning native title has given us official recognition 
as the traditional owners of the country," she said. 

ABC – North West Queensland, 
Australia, 10 July 2015 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/features/bringing-back-the-outback-into-the-political-fold/story-e6frg6z6-1227437373227
http://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2015/07/10/4271305.htm
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10/07/2015 SA Indigenous documentary 
filmed in regional South 
Australia making waves 
around world 

Yorke Peninsula filmmakers have had their Aboriginal 
land rights documentary selected for a French short 
film festival. The documentary has given voice to the 
stories of Aboriginal people in South Australia. The 
documentary includes interviews with Narrunga men 
Owen and Daniel Karpany, who took their fight over 
fishing rights on their traditional country all the way to 
the High Court, and Jeffrey Newchurch, who spoke on 
the difficulties of carrying out burials around Adelaide 
in the face of suburban development. 

ABC – North and West SA, 
Australia, 10 July 2015 

09/07/2015 WA Mining giant suspends 
negotiations with land 
council amid corruption 
probe 

Negotiations between Australia‘s biggest gold miner 
Newcrest and the Martu people who hold native title 
over its Tefler mine in WA have been called off due to 
an investigation into corruption allegations. 

NITV, Australia, 9 July 2015 

09/07/2015 WA Be a part of the White 
Paper process urges 
Joyce 

Federal Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce has said 
that WA's agricultural sector including wheat and live 
animal exports, beef production, irrigation and WA's 
northern Ord development, will be influenced by the 
White Papers proposals, including returns back to the 
farm gate, infrastructure, water and native title being 
top priorities. 

Farm Weekly, Australia, 

9 July 2015 

09/07/2015 WA Ben Wyatt: Recognising 
Rottnest's tragic past to 
clear an awkward silence 

The resolution of native title between the WA 
Government and the Noongar people should also 
provide our State with an opportunity to resolve the 
awkward silence of Rottnest's penal history. 

WA Today, Australia,  
9 July 2015 

08/07/2015 QLD The sacredness of place The theme of this year's NAIDOC Week ‗We all Stand 
on Sacred Ground: Learn, Respect and Celebrate‘ has 
struck a chord with Bigambul woman Cheryl Moggs as 
she waits for a native title ruling on the land she grew 
up on in southern Queensland. 

ABC – Southern Queensland, 
Australia, 8 July 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2015/07/10/4271411.htm
http://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2015/07/09/mining-giant-suspends-negotiations-land-council-amid-corruption-probe
http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/agribusiness/general-news/be-a-part-of-the-white-paper-process-urges-joyce/2737043.aspx
http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/ben-wyatt-recognising-rottnests-tragic-past-to-clear-an-awkward-silence-20150708-gi7y3u.html
http://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2015/07/08/4269638.htm
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08/07/2015 Australia Native title yes, but still no 
land rights 

Native title is great but it is not land rights. Sacred land 
must not be dug up and our constitution and laws 
should assure that. 

The Sydney Morning Herald – 
comment, Australia, 8 July 2015 

08/07/2015 WA Kimberley Indigenous 
community ‗devastated‘ 
after camels killed with 
arrows 

Three camels used in a tourism business at Mount 
Anderson station, east of Broome have been found 
dead from gunshot and arrow wounds. It was highly 
unlikely someone would have assumed the Mount 
Anderson camels were feral and, even if they did, the 
animals were shot without permission on Aboriginal-
owned land. 

The Guardian, Australia, 
8 July 2015 

08/07/2015 Northern 
Australia 

Minister Joyce: $12.4 
million for Northern 
Australia‘s Indigenous 
rangers 

Minister for Agriculture Barnaby Joyce, and Minister for 
Indigenous Affairs, Senator Nigel Scullion, said the 
Australian Government‘s commitment of an additional 
$12.4 million for the Indigenous Ranger Biosecurity 
Initiative would increase biosecurity surveillance, skills, 
participation and employment across Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities in northern 
Australia.  

Indigenous.gov.au, Australia,  
8 July 2015 

07/07/2015 Australia The Importance of Space 
and Place 

Professor Peter Radoll reflects on the meaning of 
space and place for Indigenous people and the real 
impact the proposed forced closures of remote 
Aboriginal communities in Western Australia would 
have. Connection to country is important for language, 
family, culture, traditional songs and ceremony. Part of 
the legislation is that for a Native Title claim to be 
successful, individuals and communities have to prove 
their continuing connection to the land that they are 
claiming. If communities are closed and people are 
then forcibly removed, how will that impact on any 
future Native Title claims? 

mnnews today, Australia,  
7 July 2015 

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/native-title-yes-but-no-land-rights-20150708-gi7i07.html
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/native-title-yes-but-no-land-rights-20150708-gi7i07.html
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jul/08/kimberley-indigenous-community-devastated-after-camels-killed-with-arrows
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/announcements/minister-joyce-%E2%80%8B124-million-northern-australia%E2%80%99s-indigenous-rangers
http://mnnews.today/aurora-magazine/july-2015/3669-the-importance-of-space-and-place/
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07/07/2015 Australia Eddie Mabo‘s legacy for 
unity within reach, says 
daughter Gail Mabo 

Gail Mabo was born on terra nullius — nobody‘s land. 
Her father, Eddie Mabo, never lived to see his lifetime 
battle of overturning that legal falsehood realised. Now, 
the daughter of Torres Strait Islander land rights hero 
feels the next step in her father‘s legacy is almost 
within reach. ―His wishes were to unite a country, not 
divide a country. We are all Australians at the end of 
the day. We all come from one country, but at the 
moment we are divided. We need to be united as one 
voice, one people, of one country.‖ The constitutional 
recognition push is another step in truth telling: this 
time, acknowledging in the nation‘s constitution that 
Aboriginal people were the first nation‘s peoples, and 
hold a special place at the heart of a nation. 

The Australian – National 
Affairs, Australia, 7 July 2015 

06/07/2015 WA Yindjibarndi vote for new 
leadership 

The split between Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation 
and Wirlu-murra started in 2011 after a conflict over 
money being received by YAC from Fortescue Metals 
Group to mine their land for the FMG Solomon Hub 
project. A secret ballot was held asking Yindjibarndi to 
vote for or against new applicants to replace the 
Yindjibarndi Aboriginal Corporation with a new 
corporation called Yindjibarndi Native Title Aboriginal 
Corporation to be the new directors for Native Title. 

ABC – North West WA, 
Australia, 6 July 2015 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/eddie-mabos-legacy-for-unity-within-reach-says-daughter-gail-mabo/story-fn9hm1pm-1227431443563
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/eddie-mabos-legacy-for-unity-within-reach-says-daughter-gail-mabo/story-fn9hm1pm-1227431443563
http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2015/07/06/4268276.htm?site=northwestwa
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06/07/2015 Australia Indigenous referendum: 
Noel Pearson says 
summit ‗stage-managed‘, 
left ‗bitter taste‘ in mouth 

Tony Abbott and Bill Shorten hosted about 40 of the 
nation's most influential Indigenous representatives at 
Kirribilli House on Monday to discuss a possible 
referendum to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in the constitution. Noel Pearson has 
blasted the Prime Minister and Opposition Leader after 
the summit on Indigenous recognition in Sydney, 
saying while the event was "a good start", it was 
"stage-managed" and left a "bitter taste" in his mouth. 

Financial Review, Australia,  
6 July 2015 

News.com.au, Australia, 
6 July 2015 

Sydney Morning Herald, 
Australia, 6 July 2015 

The New Daily, Australia,  
6 July 2015 

ABC – 7:30, Australia,  
6 July 2015 

Business Insider, Australia, 
6 July 2015 

ABC News, Australia,  
7 July 2015 

The Courier Mail, Australia, 
7 July 2015 

The Guardian, Australia, 
7 July 2015 

Sydney Morning Herald, 
Australia, 7 July 2015 

World Socialist Web Site, 
Australia, 8 July 2015 

News.com.au, Australia, 
8 July 2015 

Sky News, Australia,  
8 July 2015 

BBC News, England,  
8 July 2015 

ABC News, Australia, 
9 July 2015 

Brisbane Times, Australia, 
18 July 2015 

http://www.afr.com/news/politics/path-for-indigenous-recognition-mapped-out-at-historic-meeting-20150706-gi6847
http://www.news.com.au/national/politics/prime-minister-tony-abbott-and-bill-shorten-make-way-for-constitutional-indigenous-recognition/story-fns0jze1-1227430833811
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/no-limits-on-indigenous-recognition-debate-says-tony-abbott-20150706-gi6eli.html
http://thenewdaily.com.au/news/2015/07/06/community-conferences-precede-indigenous-vote/
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2015/s4268627.htm
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/the-three-things-that-will-happen-next-in-campaign-for-indigenous-recognition-in-australias-constitution-2015-7
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-06/noel-pearson-says-indigenous-referendum-summit-stage-managed/6599598
http://m.couriermail.com.au/news/breaking-news/optimism-ahead-of-indigenous-summit/story-fnihsfrf-1227430153308
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jul/07/noel-pearson-claims-indigenous-summit-on-referendum-stage-managed
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/noel-pearson-wrong-on-stagemanaged-indigenous-recognition-summit-liberal-mp-ken-wyatt-20150707-gi7251.html
http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2015/07/08/reco-j08.html
http://www.news.com.au/national/breaking-news/peris-backs-indigenous-plebiscite/story-e6frfku9-1227433585531
http://www.skynews.com.au/news/politics/national/2015/07/08/peris-backs-indigenous-plebiscite.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-33421492
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-07-09/indigenous-group-monitors-constitutional-recognition-debate/6605952
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/comment/patrick-dodson-and-noel-pearson-forge-a-pact-on-constitutional-recognition-20150717-gieon8.html
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06/07/2015 WA WA's Ungani Oil Field on 
Track for Production 
Startup in Mid-July 

 

The Buru Energy Ltd. Mitsubishi Corp. Joint Venture 
received the production licenses for the Ungani oil field 
in Western Australia's Kimberly region following the 
execution of Native Title Agreements with the Nyikina 
Mangala, Karajarri Yanja and Yawaru people. Buru 
Energy executive chairman Eric Streitberg thanked the 
Government and the native title parties for their 
support, saying that production from the field would 
deliver significant benefits to all stakeholders. 

The West Australian, Australia, 
6 July 2015 

Rigzone, Australia, 6 July 2015 

29/06/2015 Australia Native title review finds 
process slow, resource 
intensive and inflexible 

A major review of Australian native title has found 
successful claims in NSW take an average of 13 and a 
half years, and is unduly onerous, complex and 
technical.  

The Guardian, Australia, 
29 June 2015 

29/06/2015 QLD Cape York mining deal a 
breach of race: Wik group 

A Wik native title group is launching a High Court 
challenge in a bid to overturn the former Queensland 
government‘s decision to favour Swiss mining giant 
Glencore to develop a bauxite deposit on the western 
side of Cape York. 

The Australian – National 
Affairs, Australia, 29 June 2015 

26/06/2015 NT More than 100 people 
rallied in Darwin to protest 
proposed changes to 
native title laws 

More than 100 people rallied in the Darwin to protest 
elements of the newly released white paper on 
northern development, saying proposed changes to 
native title laws would erode land rights, and arguing 
that Indigenous labor plans were unfair. 

ABC News, Australia, 
26 June 2015 

SBS, Australia, 26 June 2015 

Perth now, Australia,  
27 June 2015 

26/06/2015 QLD Paroo River people 
reclaim their western Qld 
lands 

The Federal Court‘s determination of about 11,002 
square kilometres of land and waters southwest of 
Cunnamulla. For 81-year-old Budjiti Elder Ruby Eulo, 
the determination will mean her culture can continue to 
grow on her people‘s traditional lands in the state‘s far 
south-west. 

First Nations Telegraph, 
Australia, 26 June 2015 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/business/a/28680722/buru-up-on-ungani-licence/
http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/139457/WAs_Ungani_Oil_Field_on_Track_for_Production_Startup_in_MidJuly
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jun/29/native-title-review-finds-process-slow-resource-intensive-and-inflexible
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/cape-york-mining-deal-a-breach-ofnbsprace-law-wik-group/story-fn9hm1pm-1227419124803
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/cape-york-mining-deal-a-breach-ofnbsprace-law-wik-group/story-fn9hm1pm-1227419124803
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-26/union-protest-in-darwin-against-closure-of-aboriginal-community/6576796
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/06/26/nt-parliament-march-indigenous-rights
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/more-than-100-people-rallied-in-darwin-to-protest-proposed-changes-to-native-title-laws/story-fnk1w5xw-1227417558750
http://issuu.com/first_nations_telegraph/docs/paroo_river_people_reclaim_their_we
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25/06/2015 QLD Native Title rights 
acknowledge 
Boonthamurra people‘s 
history 

The Federal Court of Australia has acknowledged the 
native title rights and interests of the Boonthamurra 
People over about 23,405 square kilometres of land 
and waters south-east of Windorah. 

ABC News, Australia, 
25 June 2015 

My Sunshine Coast, Australia, 
25 June 2015 

First Nations Telegraph, 
Australia, 27 June 2015 

25/06/2015 NSW Native title awarded to 
traditional land owners on 
NSW north coast after 18-
year battle 

New South Wales' longest-running native title claim 
and oldest-existing matter in the Federal Court of 
Australia has been determined in favour of the Yaegl 
people.  

ABC News, Australia, 
25 June 2015 

SBS, Australia, 25 June 2015 

Indigenous.gov.au, Australia,  
26 June 2015 

The Daily Examiner, Australia, 
26 June 2015 

The Daily Examiner, Australia, 
26 June 2015 

The Daily Examiner, Australia, 
27 June 2015 

First Nations Telegraph, 
Australia, 28 June 2015 

23/06/2015 WA Noongar agreement helps 
to build trust 

The WA State Government and Noongar groups 
throughout the state have come to a long-anticipated 
agreement, with the signing of six Indigenous Land 
Use Agreements (ILUAs) covering 200,000sq km of 
the South-West. Premier Colin Barnett said the 
execution of the ILUAs was a significant step on the 
path towards the largest native title settlement in 
Australian history, resolving all native title claims in the 
South-West in exchange for approximately $1.3 billion 
in land and other benefits. 

Community news, Australia, 
23 June 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-25/native-title-rights-ruling-in-outback-queensland-eromanga/6571958
http://mysunshinecoast.com.au/news/news-display/native-title-rights-acknowledge-boonthamurra-peoples-history,39003
http://issuu.com/first_nations_telegraph/docs/native_title_rights_acknowledge_boo
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-25/native-title-awarded-to-yaegl-people-nsw-clarence-region/6572080
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/06/25/yaegl-people-win-native-title-their-lands-after-19-year-wait
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/announcements/minister-scullion-native-title-recognised-northern-nsw
http://www.dailyexaminer.com.au/news/yaegl-day-of-celebration/2686441/
http://www.dailyexaminer.com.au/news/decisions-heart-warming-outcome/2686437/
http://www.dailyexaminer.com.au/news/outcome-shows-the-way-forward/2687678/
http://issuu.com/first_nations_telegraph/docs/native_title_recognised_in_northern
http://www.communitynews.com.au/news/Noongar-agreement-helps-to-build-trust/7671735
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23/06/2015 QLD Stradbroke‘s 
Quandamooka people 
back Cleveland Harbour 
revamp 

A multi-million dollar plan to redevelop Cleveland's 
Toondah Harbour has the backing of Quandamooka 
people, the custodial owners of the Moreton Bay and 
Stradbroke islands. The Quandamooka CEO Cameron 
Costello said the harbour redevelopment offers good 
job opportunities. Their only concern was the steady 
progress towards native title reconciliation, some 
environmental issues around the size of the proposed 
800-berth marina and some cultural heritage matters. 

Brisbane Times, Australia,  
23 June 2015 

23/06/2015 Australia Elwyn Jimmy Wright: 
Mourners farewell 
visionary leader 

Elwyn James Wright, a pioneer of the Aboriginal rights 
movement, was farewelled with a memorial service at 
Newcastle City Hall Concert Hall. He was described as 
a visionary leader, a man with a golden heart, a fighter, 
an organiser, a man who was not afraid to say ‗‗that‘s 
black fella money‘‘. 

Newcastle Herald, Australia,  
23 June 2015 

23/06/2015 Australia Simple reforms could 
‗dramatically‘ improve 
native title process for all: 
tribunal president 

At the Australian Mining and Exploration Conference, 
Raelene Webb QC, president of the National Native 
Title Tribunal has called for more collaboration and 
trust between miners, government and native title 
parties.  

ABC Rural, Australia,  
23 June 2015 

21/06/2015 WA What‘s sacred now? The WA government two-and-a-half years ago 
changed the guidelines to decide what should go on 
the state‘s register of Aboriginal Heritage sites. A 
Background Briefing investigation has found that using 
those new guidelines, 1,300 sites have been removed 
or blocked from the heritage register. 

ABC – Radio National, Australia, 
21 June 2015 

http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/stradbrokes-quandamooka-people-back-cleveland-harbour-revamp-20150623-ghusmk
http://www.theherald.com.au/story/3165833/mourners-farewell-jimmy-wright-indigenous-leader/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-23/native-title-challenges-raelene-webb/6566564
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/backgroundbriefing/whats-sacred-now/6549614
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19/06/2015 Australia Queenslanders to co-
chair inaugural PBC 
National Council 

Far south-west Queensland Chairs of the Kooma and 
Kullilli Prescribed Body Corporates, Cheryl Buchanan 
and Stephen Hagan, have been elected co-Chairs of 
the inaugural PBC National Council at the National 
Native Title Conference in Port Douglas yesterday.  

First Nations Telegraph, 
Australia, 19 June 2015 

19/06/2015 Australia Indigenous 
representatives call for 
constitutional convention 
ahead of final model for 
recognising Aboriginal 
people 

At the National Native Title Conference in Port 
Douglas, hundreds of native title holders, traditional 
owners and other Indigenous representatives passed a 
motion calling for an official convention to be held at 
Uluru to settle on a final proposal for recognising 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the 
constitution. 

ABC News, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

19/06/2015 Australia Noel Pearson: politics 
holding treaty back 

Indigenous activist, Noel Pearson has called for a 
constitutionally mandated national indigenous advisory 
body to Parliament. Aboriginal leader Murandoo 
Yanner has given conditional support to Noel 
Pearson‘s proposal saying members of the advisory 
body should be elected by the Prescribed Bodies 
Corporate in the hope of ensuring the proposed body 
represented ―the tribe‘‘. 

The Courier Mail, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

The Australian – National 
Affairs, Australia, 20 June 2015 

19/06/2015 WA Proposed Broome 
conservation park to 
restrict access on cultural 
lines 

The newly-released Yawuru Birragun Conservation 
Park Draft Management Plan 2015 proposes restricted 
access to areas around Roebuck Bay and north of 
Broome towards Willie Creek "to accommodate 
Aboriginal cultural customary practices". 

ABC News, Australia,  
19 June 2015 

The West Australian, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

http://issuu.com/first_nations_telegraph/docs/queenslanders_to_co-chair_inaugural
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-19/indigenous-community-calls-for-constitutional-convention-uluru/6559764
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/noel-pearson-politics-holding-treaty-back/story-fnn8dlfs-1227404525561
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/in-depth/pearson-right-on-advisory-body-says-yanner/story-fnihym2m-1227406498762
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/in-depth/pearson-right-on-advisory-body-says-yanner/story-fnihym2m-1227406498762
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-19/broome-conservation-plans-restricts-access-on-cultural-lines/6559420
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/28495119/broome-to-be-spared-fishing-ban/
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19/06/2015 Tasmania Victorian group reveals it 
was approached to run 
Tasmanian Aboriginal 
legal service 

A Victorian legal service that was controversially 
awarded a $12 million contract for Aboriginal services 
in Tasmania says it was encouraged by Tasmanians to 
apply. Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (TAC), which has 
operated the service for the past 40 years, was told 
last week its application had been rejected. The 
Federal Government cited compliance issues with the 
Tasmanian centre, and concerns some people had 
missed out on legal assistance. The awarding of the 
contract to the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service 
(VALS) has angered some in the Tasmanian 
community. 

ABC News, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

18/06/2015 WA Mine failures take shine 
off northern development 
talk for Roper River 
traditional owners 

Aboriginal traditional owners from the Roper River 
region of the Northern Territory are wary of talk about 
northern development, after two mines failed to deliver 
on promised jobs and economic activity for their 
communities. The traditional owners had welcomed the 
Sherwin Iron and Western Desert Resources mines in 
the south-eastern region of the NT, but after the 
collapse of the projects the promise of jobs had not 
materialised and questions remained about how the 
environmental clean-up would be funded. 

ABC News, Australia, 

18 June 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-19/victorian-group-reveals-plans-for-new-tasmanian-aboriginal-lega/6558890
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-18/mine-failures-take-shine-off-northern-development-roper-river/6557232
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18/06/2015 Australia Northern Australia white 
paper ‗Developing 
Northern Australia: Our 
North, Our Future‘ 

The Federal Government‘s northern Australia white 
paper ‗Developing Northern Australia: Our North, Our 
Future‘ has been released. The $1.2bn plan was 
developed to tap into the potential of the country‘s 
least developed region, the north. These articles 
discuss the pros and cons of the plan. 

Yahoo 7 News, Australia, 
18 June 2015 

ABC News, Australia, 
18 June 2015 

The Guardian, Australia, 
18 June 2015 

The West Australian, Australia, 
18 June 2015 

Financial Review, Australia. 
18 June 2015 

The Guardian, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

BBC News, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

ABC News, Australia,  
19 June 2015 

The Mandarin, Australia, 
19 June 2015 

The North West Star, Australia, 
22 June 2015 

BBC – Australia, Australia, 
22 June 2015 

The Guardian, Australia,  
23 June 2015 

ABC Rural, Australia, 
26 June 2015 

Yahoo 7 News, Australia, 
27 June 2015 

Farm Weekly, Australia,  
27 June 2015 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/28489470/nt-embraces-northern-development-plan/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-18/adam-giles-welcomes-abbott-northern-plan-white-paper/6555966
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/jun/18/northern-australia-plan-aims-to-make-region-an-economic-powerhouse
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/28486469/ord-study-to-guide-investment/
http://www.afr.com/news/policy/northern-australia-plan-at-a-glance-20150618-ghqzy8
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jun/19/northern-australia-white-paper-native-title-proposals-met-with-distrust
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-33195251
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-19/noel-pearson-northern-development-indigenous-land-rights/6558842
http://www.themandarin.com.au/40338-white-paper-game-changer-northern-australia/?pgnc=1
http://www.northweststar.com.au/story/3163872/katter-attacks-water-plan/?cs=191
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-33195253
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/23/the-northern-australia-plan-is-good-for-gina-rinehart-but-is-it-good-for-the-future
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-25/northern-wa-cattle-lobby-group-slams-white-paper/6572218
https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/28578124/dont-ignore-indigenous-on-planning-peris/
http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/agribusiness/general-news/wa-groups-welcome-northern-plans/2735935.aspx
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17/06/2015 Australia Minister Scullion: $15 
million to benefit remote 
NT communities 

Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Nigel Scullion has said 
remote Northern Territory Indigenous communities will 
benefit from $15 million worth of projects to be funded 
under the Aboriginals Benefit Account latest funding 
round. It is said that 37 organisations will get financial 
support for more than 40 projects. 

Indigenous.gov.au, Australia, 
17 June 2015 

17/06/2015 QLD Adani‘s Indigenous 
Participation Plan to 
deliver $250 million 
benefits to traditional 
Australian owners 

India's mining giant Adani Group has launched an 
Indigenous Participation Plan that is said could deliver 
benefits worth $250 million over the next 30 years to 
traditional owners. 

The Economic Times, India, 
17 June 2015 

DNA, India, 17 June 2015 

17/06/2015 NSW Calls for NSW 
Government to make 
native title claims easier 
to resolve, following 
successful Barkandji 
ruling 

The lawyers for the Barkandji traditional owners are 
calling for the State Government to make claims easier 
to resolve after yesterday's native title ruling in far west 
New South Wales. 

ABC News, Australia,  
17 June 2015 

 

16/06/2015 Australia Peak native title body 
elected in ‗change of tide‘ 

At the National Native Title Conference in Port 
Douglas, delegates from 46 Prescribed Body 
Corporate (PBC) elected a PBC National Council to 
provide a lobby voice for their members. 

First Nations Telegraph, 
Australia, 16 June 2015 

15/06/2015 QLD Labor must honour vow 
on Stradbroke Island 
mining law, Indigenous 
group says 

The Quandamooka people are calling on the 
Palaszczuk government to make good on a 
commitment to repeal laws extending sand mining on 
North Stradbroke Island.  

The Guardian, Australia,  
15 June 2015 

The Courier Mail, Australia,  
16 June 2015 

http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/announcements/minister-scullion-15-million-benefit-remote-nt-communities
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-06-17/news/63540769_1_adani-group-us-exim-bank-adani-australia
http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report-adani-s-offers-250-million-in-benefits-to-traditional-owners-against-its-australia-project-2096352
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-17/calls-for-nsw-govt-to-make-native-title-claims-easier-to-resolv/6552890
http://issuu.com/first_nations_telegraph/docs/peak_native_title_body_elected_in__
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jun/15/labor-must-honour-vow-on-stradbroke-island-mining-law-indigenous-group-says
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/north-stradbroke-island-sand-mine-ban-is-payback-claims-australian-workers-union/story-fntuy59x-1227399360355
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15/06/2015 NSW Largest native title claim 
in NSW acknowledges 
Barkandji people in state‘s 
far west 

The Barkandji people have had their native title rights 
recognised in the largest native title determination in 
New South Wales covering 128,000 square kilometres.  

ABC News, Australia,  
15 June 2015 

ABC News, Australia,  
16 June 2015 

The Guardian, Australia, 
16 June 2015 

The Land, Australia,  
16 June 2015 

Sunraysia Daily, Australia, 
16 June 2015 

Barrier Daily Truth, Australia,  
17 June 2015 

The Guardian, Australia, 
23 June 2015 

11/06/2015 NT New skills for rangers 
teaming up with NT 
fisheries 

19 Indigenous rangers from Daly River, Crocodile 
Island and Finniss River have travelled to Maningrida 
in West Arnhem Land to join the Djelk rangers in 
training for a Certificate II in Fisheries Compliance. The 
training will support their management of Indigenous 
Protected Areas 

indigenous.gov.au, Australia,  
11 June 2015 

09/06/2015 Australia Australian Law Reform 
Commission 
recommendations for 
reform of the Native Title 
Act 

The ALRC has released their report, Connection to 
Country: Review of the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) 
(ALRC Report 126). This Report marks the first major 
review of ‗connection‘ in native title claims since the 
introduction of the Native Title Act. The Report also 
includes 30 recommendations for reform. 

indigenous.gov.au, Australia,  
9 June 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-15/native-title-determination-will-strengthen-recognition-of-far-w/6545468
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-16/nsw-largest-native-title-claim-determination/6549180
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jun/16/largest-native-title-claim-in-nsw-finalised-after-18-year-struggle-by-barkandji
http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/general/news/landmark-native-title-claim-for-nsw/2735208.aspx
http://www.sunraysiadaily.com.au/story/3148371/claim-a-vital-link-to-land/
http://bdtruth.com.au/main/news/article/7493-River-people-rejoice-as-rights-recognised.html
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/jun/23/weve-got-to-tell-them-all-our-secrets-how-the-barkandji-won-a-landmark-battle-for-indigenous-australians
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/stories/new-skills-rangers-teaming-nt-fisheries
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/announcements/australian-law-reform-commission-recommendations-reform-native-title


Native Title In the News June/ July 2015 | 21 

 

DATE STATE SUBJECT SUMMARY SOURCE 

06/06/2015 Australia Native title key to 
Indigenous communities‘ 
wellbeing 

Aboriginal leaders met in Broome last month to 
develop a road map that would smash barriers that 
undermined land rights and provide full economic 
benefits from their land under native title. Attorney-
General George Brandis said: ―It‘s not enough to have 
native title rights. Native title owners must be able to 
use native title to meet their expectations for economic 
advancement as well as acts of cultural and economic 
significance.‖ 

The Australian – Opinion, 
Australia, 6 June 2015 

05/06/2015 WA More women taking on 
ranger jobs on Martu 
country 

For the first time the Martu people have a permanent 
women‘s ranger team based at Parnngurr in the 
Western Desert region of Western Australia. Women‘s 
Ranger Program Manager Tracy Carboon said it was a 
great opportunity to get local women into jobs that help 
care for country. 

indigenous.gov.au, Australia,  
5 June 2015 

05/06/2015 Overseas First Nations series: A 
landmark court victory for 
the Xeni Gwet‘in 

The Supreme Court of Canada‘s landmark 2014 
decision to grant the Tsilhqot‘in people to about 1,750 
square miles of land is the first major step in helping 
their people recover from a troubled history. The title 
lands represent up to about 10 per cent of overall 
Tsilhqot‘in traditional territory. Natives now want to 
leverage the court win to reach agreements on 
management throughout their territory, including 
revenue sharing and decision-making roles. 

Vancouver Sun, Canada,  
5 June 2015 

The Globe and Mail, Canada,  
24 June 2015 

04/06/2015 NT After 70 years, Aboriginal 
sacred site Kurlpurlunu 
found in Central Australia 

An Aboriginal elder in Central Australia has shed tears 
of joy upon the rediscovery of a sacred site, about 
500kms north-west of Alice Springs, lost for the past 
70 years. The site is important to the Warlpiri people 
because it was used for all the ceremonies for that 
area, including songs and rain dancing. 

ABC News, Australia, 
4 June 2015 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/native-title-key-to-indigenous-communities-wellbeing/story-e6frg6zo-1227385265611
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/stories/more-women-taking-ranger-jobs-martu-country
http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/First+Nations+series+landmark+court+victory/11098048/story.html
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/legal-victories-no-sure-bet-for-native-groups/article25083711/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-04/after-70-years-aboriginal-sacred-site-rediscovered/6521680
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04/06/2015 WA Human life in WA's Mid 
West existed 30,000 
years ago, archaeologists 
say 

The first proof that humans lived in Western Australia's 
Mid West has been found in a cave 50 kilometres 
north-west of Cue. Previously, archaeologists had no 
established evidence that humans occupied the Mid 
West region more than 10,000 years ago. But charcoal 
associated with stone artefacts excavated in the 
Yalibirri Mindi rock shelter in the Weld Range have 
been shown to belong to ancestors of the Wajarri 
native title claimants living 30,000 years ago. 

ABC News, Australia,  
4 June 2015 

Phys.org – News, Australia,  
4 June 2015 

03/06/2015 Australia Indigenous Land 
Corporation bid to bring in 
Future Fund 

In the aftermath of its acquisition of the Ayers Rock 
Resort, the Indigenous Land Corporation has asked 
Tony Abbott to hand its $2 billion land account to the 
Future Fund. 

The Australian – National 
Affairs, Australia, 3 June 2015 

03/06/2015 Australia Mabo Day: 23 years of 
native title in Australia 

Twenty-three years ago today the Australian 
government first recognised the native title rights of 
Indigenous Australians. The Mabo decision, as it 
become known, followed a decade-long legal battle by 
Eddie Mabo and several others to have their land 
rights recognised. The effects of the Mabo decision 
continue decades later. Today native title rights exist 
across about a quarter of Australia. 

ABC Radio, Australia,  
3 June 2015 

My Sunshine Coast, Australia, 
3 June 2015 

ABC – Opinion, Australia,  
3 June 2015 

SBS, Australia, 4 June 2015 

 

03/06/2015 Australia A star is named: Eddie 
Mabo honoured in star 
dedication 

Sydney Observatory will on Wednesday evening 
honour the Mabo legacy in a star naming ceremony on 
the 23rd anniversary Mabo decision. Director of the 
Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences, Rose Hiscock 
said "The stars have great significance for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is fitting that we 
honour Uncle Eddie through the dedication of a star in 
our most iconic constellation, the Southern Cross." 

NITV, Australia, 3 June 2015 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-04/human-life-in-mid-west-existed-30000-years-ago/6519896
http://phys.org/news/2015-06-evidence-oldest-human-occupation-mid-west.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/indigenous-land-corporation-bid-to-bring-in-future-fund/story-fn9hm1pm-1227380249273
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/indigenous/indigenous-land-corporation-bid-to-bring-in-future-fund/story-fn9hm1pm-1227380249273
http://blogs.abc.net.au/victoria/2015/06/mabo-day-gail-mabo-remembers-her-father-eddie-mabo-and-his-legacy-.html
http://mysunshinecoast.com.au/news/news-display/mabo-day-a-turning-point-for-reconciliation,38648
http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2015/06/03/4247845.htm
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/06/02/mabo-day-23-years-native-title-australia
http://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2015/06/03/star-named-eddie-mabo-honoured-star-dedication
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03/06/2015 QLD Mabo Day was celebrated 
in Cairns with local Torres 
Strait Islander people at 
the Serbian Centre in 
Edge Hill 

Bonita Mabo, the wife of late land rights activist Eddie 
Mabo wants a national public holiday declared to 
honour her husband‘s legacy and one of his dying 
wishes. ―On his deathbed Eddie wanted to see a 
national holiday for all Australians,‖ Bonita Mabo said. 
―In the US they have Martin Luther King Day and we 
would like to have June 29 (his birthday) recognised as 
Eddie Mabo Day.‖  

Cairns Post, Australia, 
3 June 2015 

02/06/2015 QLD Traditional Owners 
challenge Adani 
Carmichael mine in 
Federal Court 

The Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council have 
launched a Federal Court challenge to the Adani 
Carmichael mine saying it will negatively impact 
traditional lands. The Federal Court challenge is part of 
a two pronged approach by traditional owners. They're 
also visiting banks and other financial institutions in the 
United States, urging them to rule out funding the 
mine. 

SBS, Australia, 2 June 2015 

APTN – National News, 
Australia, 5 June 2015 

The Morning Bulletin, Australia, 
17 June 2015 
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http://www.cairnspost.com.au/news/cairns/mabo-day-was-celebrated-in-cairns-with-local-torres-strait-islander-people-at-the-serbian-centre-in-edge-hill/story-fnjpusyw-1227381921820
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/06/02/traditional-owners-challenge-adani-carmichael-mine-federal-court
http://aptn.ca/news/2015/06/05/australian-indigenous-tribes-visit-alberta-first-nations-build-solidarity-fighting-threatening-industrial-development/
http://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/round-the-world-trip-against-adani/2673654/

