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Census important for 
Aboriginal people A nationwide operation conducted 

over the past three months has been 
undertaken in an attempt to reach 
Australia's 221,000 Aborigines and 
Torres Strait Islanders, is nearing 
completion. 

The operation has been aimed at pro
moting an awareness and understanding 
of Census 91 on Tuesday, August 6, 
among Aboriginals spread throughout 
the nation. 

Since early May, 21 Aboriginal Cen
sus Field Officers have been touring 
city, rural and remote areas in all States 
and territories for face-to-face meetings 
with individual Aboriginals and communi
ty groups. 

The all States operation will continue 
right up to the night of Tuesday, August 
6, when everyone in Australia will be 
involved in the 1991 Census of Popula
tion and Housing. 
meeting with Aborigines and working to 
counteract any negative attitudes to the 
Census," he said. 

"It's important that all Aboriginal 
people identify themselves, as Aborig
inals on the Census form and are count
ed so we know how many they are, 
where they are and how they live, " Mr 
Paice said. 

"Without an accurate count, right 
down to the smallest baby, the task of 
planners for future general and individu
al community needs would be all that 
much harder," Mr Paice said. 

"The Aboriginal Census Field Officers 
have been using a wide range of trans
port to reach the Aboriginal communi
ties such as boats, aircraft, four-wheel 
drive vehicles and camping out where 
necessary. 

In both Queensland and Western 
Australia there are five Census Field 
Officers, four in the Northern Territory, 

three in N e w South Wales, two in South 
Australia, and one each in Victoria and 
Tasmania. 

In Western Australia the five officers 
have travelled as far north, south and 
east as one can go without moving into 

In building awareness of Census 91 
and its objectives the field officers have 
been working to encourage members of 
the Aboriginal communities to state 
their aboriginality on the Census forms. 

At the 1986 Census 227,645 people 
identified themselves as being of Abor
iginal or Torres Strait Islander origin, 
1.5 percent of the Australian population. 
Wherever they live, Aboriginal people 

are concerned that important community 
services such as schools, hospitals, 
health clinics, broadcasting services, 
roads and public transport are available 
to them and their children. 

The five-yearly Census provide the 
statistics to help Federal, State and 
local governments, community groups 
and Aboriginal organisations to better 
plan services for Aboriginal communities 
in major cities and towns or in remote 
rural areas. 

National Population Census Director, 
John Paice, said in the lead up to Cen
sus 91 a major effort had been made to 
reach all Aboriginals and Torres Strait 
Islander in the population. 

"The 21 field officers have been sys
tematically working across the country 
another State with one visit to an Abor
iginal family living alongside the Trans-
Australia Railway line east of Kalgoor
lie. 

It has been estimated that by Census 
Day on Tuesday, August 6 the three 
field officers will have visited more than 
150 different Aboriginal communities 
and organisations in the State. 

The Census is not just a count of the 

Tickner reluctant to step 
into Yakabindie mine row 

The Federal Minister lor Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, has assured a mining 
company he won't stop its proposed nickel mine at Yakabindie in Western Australia while 
negotiations continue with local Aborigines. 

Mr Tickner said he had written to Dominion Mining Ltd to say there was 'clearly no need' 
to use his powers under the Federal Aboriginal heritage legislation as long as mining did not 
begin until the negotiations were completed. 

Dominion Mining plans a $350 million mine at Yakabindie but faces opposition (rom local 
Aborigines who say the mine will damage sacred sites. 

The Ngalia Heritage Research Council has lodged a heritage application under West 
Australian laws which, if successful, would prevent mining but the State Government has 
threatened to change its act to allow the development to go ahead. 
As a result the council has asked Mr Tickner to use his powers under Federal legislation 

to overrule the State Government and stop the project. 
Mr Tickner said he welcomed an assurance from Dominion that it planned no ground

breaking activities at the site in the near future. 
The Federal Opposition claimed the Yakabindie project could become another Coronation 

Hill — the gold and palladium mine which was canned by Federal Cabinet because ol 
Aboriginal objections. 

But Mr Tickner dismissed the comparisons with Coronation Hill. 
He said Federal Aboriginal heritage legislation, introduced in 1984, had never been used to block a mining project. 

number of people in Australia — it asks 
their ages, family structures, the type of 
work they do, education qualifications 
and other important questions. 

Covered by strict rules of confidenti
ality the statistical information obtained 
is vital to the future planning of Australia 
by the government, private and commu
nity sectors. 

Laura Aboriginal 
Cultural Festival 
— Page 11 — 14 

Taken from 
parents 

— a lifetime of 
deep hurt 

— Page 9 

Comparing notes 

Vanessa Lucas of Mixed Relations and singer Kev Carmody chat over 
breakfast during the Laura Aboriginal Cultural Festival at Cape York which 
attracted about 2000 people. Both were performers at the festival's highly 

successful rock concert featuring Aboriginal artists. 



EDITORIAL-

Choosing to overlook 
the obvious message 
It made me angry! 

W h e n I attended the Laura Aboriginal Cultural Festival in Cape York at the 
beginning of this month, I heard positive attitudes about moving towards 
harmonious relationships between black and white Australians and talk about 
sharing the land when conversation turned to anything akin to land rights. 

The Sydney Morning Herald report, however, ignored the important message 
from Aboriginal people at community level of hope for a better future. 

What a shame they chose to ignore the significant fact that this festival, 
attended by more than 2000 people was organised by Aboriginal organisations, 
including the Cape York Land Council, the Ang Gnarre Aboriginal Corporation, 
Hope Vale Aboriginal Council and Workforce, and government Aboriginal bodies. 

The report moved away from the Aboriginal people's achievements and hopes 
to concentrate on political sniping between two members of the government 
hierarchy, in this case the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, and 
the Premier of Queensland, Mr Wa y n e Goss. 

It was a pity that The Sydney Morning Herald story was accompanied by a 
picture of Mr Tickner with two Aboriginal youngsters painted in traditional designs 
for ceremonial dances, a picture that had no relation to the accompanying story. 

The children had taken part in a magnificent display of traditional dancing with 
an enthusiasm that encouraged pride in 'the next generation' and hope for the 
Aboriginal race. 

Saddest was the fact that The Sydney Morning Herald overlooked the powerful 
message of hope for a better future, the willingness of Aboriginal people to 
forgive the atrocities against them, and to share their culture and their 
Motherland. 

Instead of another round of political sniping, it was time to stop and listen 
instead to what these people had to say. It was a message about putting 
yesterday behind us and getting on with tomorrow, and working together with 
hope in our hearts. 

Thankfully, The Courier Mail quoted the Cape York Land Council chairman, Mr 
Bob Holroyd, who said: "Past is past, now is now, today is the time for 
togetherness." 

That past arose for m e at he festival in the form of heart-breaking stories of 
oppression and family separation as I talked with Cape York Aborigines around 
campfires and over cups of coffee. These were terrible recollections of 
oppression. 

But even these people who had suffered and carried a painful emotional legacy, 
recognised the 'lost generation' and talked of hope and a better future for the 
kids. 

Even the songs about oppression at the rock concert often carried a theme of 
hope. 

This was a special festival that not only served as a celebration of Aboriginal 
culture and talent, but made a loud and clear statement of hope and a call for 
togetherness. 

It is a disappointing that journalists from the mainstream media should ignore 
the significant and positive message from Laura, searching instead for political 
sniping that was not a part of the festival. 

Although Mr Tickner's speech at the festival did refer to a transfer of pastoral 
land back to the Aboriginal people, he also spoke about the Aboriginal people 
with a capacity to forgive and a desire to live in harmony with white 
non-Aboriginal Australians despite everything that had happened. 

Mr Tickner too had a message at Laura about reconciliation, hope and respect. 
Although campfire discussions did drift to land rights did take place and the 

dissatisfaction with the Goss Government was evident, still hope, lots of hope, 
was a stronger and more important consideration at this festival. 

There was hope for the continuance of a threatened Aboriginal culture, hope for 
a better future for Aboriginal kids, hope for black and white harmony. 

One elder told m e of his dream where two kids — one black, one white — walk 
hand in hand towards a rising sun, the rising sun being symbolic of hope. 

All Australians should be told about that hope, instead of getting another 
serving of political verbal attacks. 

It's time white Australians were informed about the positive aspects in 
Aboriginal communities. White interest in the Koori Mail indicates a need and 
desire for better information about Aboriginal issues and attitudes by 
non-Aboriginal people. 

This is one of the occasions when all Australians would have been better 
served by information about positive hope at community level rather than a 
politician's comments on an issue weakly linked in this case to what actually 
occurred at the festival. 

I go on record as saying there was much more to Laura Aboriginal Cultural 
Festival than what Mr Tickner had to say in an interview in a VIP plane on a return 
trip to Canberra. And I a m certain Mr Tickner would agree. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
The plight of the Aboriginal people is the 

loss of Freedom on the land they've called 
home for 40,000 years. 

Not being able to move as freely as say 
200 years ago has placed them in a di
lemma: 

Being unable to move as freely has 
placed them in the hands of the white man, 
who through the inability to understand their 
way of life, traditions, law, has placed them 
into a society that they did not understand, 
and under sheer weight of numbers were 
forced to comply with it. 

The failure to recognise them as: 
A: A race of people, and, 

B: The owners of this land, 
has flowed down through the ages and has 
caused a rift between two races that, given 
a chance, could have lived together in har
mony. 

Dramatic changes to the land without 
their consent and the giving of land to for
eign interests has not made the pill easier to 
swallow. 

Many have chose to live in towns built for 
the comfort of the white, and when this 
happened a clash of interests began. 

The failure to understand the reason why 
they chose to live in towns and cities lor one 
reason or another is something that needs 
to be looked at. 

Becoming urbanised is the sense of living 
among people who don't understand their 
way of life has caused them to become 
complacent, and their problems grew. 

Problems such as: 
A: Recognition of their abilities and disabili
ties 
B: Adequate accommodation, 
C: Needs and values, 
D: Alcohol, 
have become a headache not only to them 
but to us as the majority. 

The need to be recognised as a race of 
people with different values and abilities is 
and should be respected and not forced to 
change. I think this is called being demo
cratic! 

The vicious accommodation circle contin
ues, recommendations recommending rec
ommendations! 

Placement on and the idea of missions 
sounds like quarantining people whose only 
fault is their difference of life-style. 
Understanding and recognising that these 
people have different needs and values 
should have been done 203 years ago, not 
now. 

The introduction of this in Australia has 
put the icing on the cake in terms of mount
ing problems. It's use as currency in colonial 
times introduced it as a thing to be valued to 
people who did not have currency as a way 
of life, and therefore did not understand it's 
harmful effects. 

The land has always been and always will 
be important to the Aborigine, some parts 
more than others. The coming of the English 
and the need to Establish a nation conflicted 
directly with the Aborigine. 

How do you establish a nation of your own 
when there's already people here?, People 
who are nomadic and don't have a central 
government?. 

The answer in the case of Van Diemen's 
land was drastic, you will not find one Abor
iginal of Tasmanian origin, measures were 
taken to make sure nothing stood in the was 
of establishing a colony and because the 
Aborigine was viewed as savage and there
fore a threat to white society. All paid with 
their lives. 

On the mainland (as Tasmanians refer to 
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it), however, they (the Aborigines) were 
forced from the land by an increasing ebb of 
migrants. 

Land was procured by force or by other 
dubious means without consulting or reach
ing an agreement, even sacred land was 
taken, land that meant so much but meant 
so little to the white settlers, because they 
did not understand the significance of it to 
the Aborigine. 

No one seemed to care about Aboriginal 
culture, the need to establish a nation over 
rode all human understanding, setting a 
trend that would continue for over 200 years. 

Being nomadic there was no need for a 
central government, however, tribal clans did 
and still do exist though in smaller numbers. 

The need to be self reliant was evident 
and each tribe relied on itself. 

Travelling together to hunt food and medi
cines, each tribe had and knew of places to 
go. 

The coming of the white man had an 
effect on this because the white man built 
towns. Building stores and hiring black la
bour in return for work they were fed which 
meant there was no need to hunt or gather 
food, and so the need to be self reliant no 
longer existed. 

And so they became reliant on the whites 
with some disastrous results. 

They were humiliated, falsely accused, 
and abused. Most returned to the bush none 
the wiser. 

But one thing was certain, they would not 
trust the white man. 

Attitudes have changed little since then. 
I don't know a lot about these because 

alas I'm not of Aboriginal decent, so I will 
write what I know. 

In the Dreamtime great spirits were roam
ing this land giving life to all the animals, 
trees and to the land including its people. 

There were many spirits roaming the land 
and each had a power spot. There are many 
such places in Australia. These places are 
called 'sacred sites' With the arrival of the 
English these places were slowly put under 
threat, and as the colony grew these places 
were discovered, without understanding or 
the knowledge of these places towns were 
built. Most others were cleared and still 
others were flooded. 

The loss of these sites is the greatest 
catastrophe of all, not only have they lost 
the land, but also their belief, in that Ihe 
white man did not appreciate the meaning ol 
these sites. 

To some extent the destruction of these 
sites is continuing, for example, Arnhem 
Land. N WRIGHT, 

LISMORE, NSW. 

INFORMATIVE PAPER 
Congratulations on the start of an 

enterprise and a very informative 
newspaper. 

I have a deep interest in indigenous 
peoples, worldwide, especially American 
Indian, Koori and New Zealand Maoris. 

The aspects of most interest is in the 
sacred, spiritual connection to the land 
(earth mother). 

Of the issues in your newspaper, I was 
appalled at that letter from the South 
Melbourne man. Is this for real? 

Anyhow, keep up the good work. I will be 
buying further issues, as they come into the 
Nimbin Newsagency. 

PHILIP E SLOANE, 
Nimbin. 

'POOR FELLA ME' 
ATTITUDE 

Congratulations on the release of The 
Koori Mail . 

An act of communication and 
mis-communication is and has been the 
major stumbling block to a cohesive 
Aboriginal moment. 

This will be rectified in the near future with the release of a national communicator. Until then, Koori Mail must refrain from promoting and encouraging the 'Poor fella me' attitude. . This, along with 'Shame Australia', is not only negative and regressive, but it |USI doesn't work. For more communications, awaiting you response D|RECT0R AUSTRALIANS ONLY PARTY-



Arguments submitted 
for and against 

Cape York space port A spaceport at Cape York would be 
no more costly or detrimental to the 
environment than an international air
port, a Senate standing committee 
heard in Cairns last week. 
The Space Base Working Group 

chairman, Bob Norman, told the commit
tee investigating the potential for devel
oping a satellitle launching facility at 
Temple Bay, almost 600 km north of 
Cairns, the spaceport was not a particu
larly big project. 

"The region has the industrial and 
service structure to handle it with ease 
and we would do Temple Bay a service 
if the spaceprt was established there," 
Mr Norman said. 

"The area is degraded right now and 
it is not a pristine wilderness area that 
some would let you believe." 

In other arguments, the spaceport 
was alternatively seen as opening up 
the Cape and bringing in millions of dol
lars, desecrating a natural wilderness 
and keeping the land from its traditional 
owners. 
In the Cape York Peninsula Develop

ment Association submission, secretary Pearl Duncan 
appointed to 
advisory 
council A second Ministerial appointment 

within 12 months has been made this 
week to a lecturer at the University of 
New England — Northern Rivers. 

M s Pearl Duncan, pictured, a 
self-educated Aboriginal woman, last 
August was appointed to the Council 
of the Australian Institute of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies by the Federal Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner. 

M s Duncan now has been appoint
ed for a 12-month term to the N e w 
South Wales Advisory Council by the 
Minister for School Education and 
Youth Affairs, Mrs Virginia Chadwick. 

M s Duncan has been a lecturer at 
UNE-NR for more than five years and 
last year completed her masters 
degree. 

Duncan Jackson said the spaceport 
was worth millions of dollars to a region 
which was still 'very much in the past'. 

Another association member, Eric 
Deeral, said in his travels throughout 
Cape York, the majority of Aboriginal 
and Islander people wanted develop
ment because 'we are too far behind'. 

Contradicting those claims, Aboriginal 
elders from the Wuthathi and Kukuyay 
tribes said their people did not want the 
spaceport to go ahead at any cost. 
Wuthathi elder Gordon Pablo said his 
group spoke for the whole of Cape 
York. 

Mr Pablo said the area proposed for 
the spaceport had been a fighting 
ground where Aboriginal people had 
died and where their spirits remained. 

"The land is more important to the 
Aboriginal people than anything," he 
said. 

"If the spaceport goes ahead there 
will be a lot of development in years to 
come and tribal people will have no
where to go and our land will be block
ed away from us." 

The Cairns and Far North Environment 
Centre also presented a submission to 
the committee saying a lack of informa
tion and consultation from the Federal 
Government and associated agencies 
had led to confrontation between op
posing views. 

The submission said the centre was 
not opposed to a satellite launch indus
try but the siting must be based on 
minimal environmental and social im
pacts. 

Aboriginal 
proud to 
use own 
language 
Greater Aboriginal control of schools 
that teach Aboriginal languages has 
wider benefits for the Aboriginal commu
nity, an Aboriginal education expert said 
in Adelaide last week. 

Senior lecturer at the Northern Terri
tory University Dr Stephen Harris told 
the Australian Reading Association na
tional conference in Adelaide that Abor
iginal control was slowly increasing in 
community schools. 

Out of 22 bilingual schools in the NT, 
about five were controlled by Abor
igines. 

"The actual control of the school cre
ates political status," Dr Harris said. 
He said Aborigines could make politi

cal impact by speaking in public in their 
languages. 

"Aboriginal people have seen the val
ue of expressing their grievances to 
governments in their own language," he 
said. 
Dr Harris, who has worked in Aborig

inal education for 15 years, said he 
hoped Aboriginal-controlled schools 
would reach out into the community and 
encourage social reform, although he 
was not optimistic. 

"You can't hope school programs will 
bring really widespread reform in the 
community," he said. 

But community newspapers produced 
by some bilingual schools were helping 
to create an identity, particularly for 
youth. 

"Writing in Aboriginal language raises 
the status of Aboriginal language in the eyes of kids," he said. "So teenagers are not ashamed to use their own language." 

Tfr^ 
remarks 

The Federal Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, called on 
the mining industry to dissociate it
self from mining company chief Hugh 
Morgan's comments about Aboriginal 
spiritual beliefs. 
Mr Morgan recently told a meeting 
of the Adam Smith club in Melbourne 
that Prime Minister Bob Hawke had 
become a neo-pagan for rejecting 
mining at Coronation Hill on the basis 
of Aboriginal belief in the spirit of 
Bula. 
The Western Mining managing di
rector said the decision meant 'any 
religious nut, no matter how weird' 
could expropriate property rights any
where in Australia. 

Mr Tickner said Mr Morgan's com
ments constituted an unacceptable 
attack on deeply-held Aboriginal spiri
tual beliefs. 
"I believe all fair-minded Australians 
would repudiate his baseless attack 
on Aboriginal people and their be
liefs," he said. 

Mr Tickner said he expected mining 
companies to exercise social respon
sibility in their dealings with Aborig
inal people. 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 
FOR THE "KOORI NAIL" 
Make sure you get every copy of the Koori Mail by completing 
the following form and forwarding it to: 

The Subscription Officer, 
Koori Mail, 
P O Box 117, 
LISMORE, N S W , 2480 
Number of subscriptions required [ ] 

Please tick the appropriate box: 
Twelve months subscription $25 [ ] 

Payment may be made by cheque, money order (please do not send any 
cash by mail). 

Cheque enclosed [ ] 
Money order enclosed [ ] 

NAME: 
ORGANISATION: 

COMPANY: 
DEPARTMENT: 
ADDRESS/ES:.. 

POSTCODE: PHONE: 

The Koori Mail is a paper for our people and as such welcomes your contribu
tions. If you have a story that you wish to have reported or articles that you wish 
to share, please send them to us. If you 're sending photographs please ensure they 
are of good quality, and if you wish to have them returned send a stamped 
addressed envelope with them. 
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Help for young mums, m u m s to be 
A 24-hour service is available to 

young women, Aboriginal or non-Aborig
inal, who are pregnant or have recently 
given birth. 

The mothers or mothers-to-be, Abor
iginal or non-Aboriginal, can call the 
service at any time for help and informa
tion. 

The Northern Region Young Mothers 
Accommodation Project (NRYWAP) is a 
variety of services to young women be
tween the ages of 14 and 20 years who 
are pregnant or have recently given 
birth so that they and their child can live 
independently in the community. 

^ 
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Australia f I Council 
lfor the Arts 

FESTIVAL OF 
PACIFIC ARTS 
The Aboriginal Arts Committee of [tie 
Australia Council, the Federal Governments 
arts funding and advisory body, is calling 
for applications from Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander groups or individuals 10 
participate in the Australian delegation to the 
6th Festival ol Pacific Arts in Rarotonga, 
Cook Islands, 16 27 October, 1002 

Participants in the Festival would have the 
opportunity to give exhibitions or 
demonstrations in one or more ol the 
following: dance, music, drama, visual arts/ 
crafts, storytelling. Applications for a film 
video program will also be considered. 

The closing date lor applications is Friday. 
II October, l°°l. Late applications will not 
be considered. 

For further information and application 
forms please contact Liz M o o r e on 
1021 °50 0103 or toll free on 10081 226 012 
or write to 6lh Festival of Pacific Arts: 

AUSTRALIA COUNCIL 

PO Box 74, Chippendale, NSW 2008 

OBJECTIVES 
1:To provide a safe, caring, non-judg
mental environment where young women 
can make positive decisions concerning 
their future. 
2: In recognition of the needs of the 
Koori community that services provided 
are culturally appropriate. 
3: To provide support and accommoda
tion to young women aged from 14 to 20 
years who are in crisis and/or home
less. 
4: To ensure that pre and ante-natal 
services are provided to consumers. 
5: To provide follow-up support through 
group and individual activities. 
6: To provide programs of information 
and education to young women and the 
community about the needs of young 
pregnant women. 
7: To raise awareness of the needs and 
issues of young women who are preg
nant and homeless. 
STRATEGIES 
1.1: Provide an office which is open, 
warm and inviting. 
1.2: Provide accommodation which is 
safe, secure and non-institutional. 
1.3: To set aside time for planning and 
regular supervision. To regularly monitor 
the appropriateness of the service pro
vision. 
2.1: To promote the services to the 
Koori community. 
2.2: To invite representatives of the 
Koori community in planning and devel
opment. 
2.3: To actively encourage Koori partici
pation on the management committee. 
2.4: To ensure that service provision 
and policy allow for family support with
in the Koori community. 
3.1: To ensure suitable premises in or
der to provide long term accommoda
tion. 
3.2: To equip the premises in order to 
met the needs of the consumer. ABORIGINAL 

STUDIES 
PRESS 

For an exciting range of publications on 
anthropology, archaeology, arts, 
autobiographies, children's stories, 
contemporary issues, education, health, 
history, housing, land rights, language, law, 
politics, women's issues... 

Send now for a catalogue! 

Aboriginal Studies Press 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Studies 
G P O Box 553 Canberra 2601 
Ph: (06) 246 1181 Fax: (06) 249 7310 

3.3: To develop a program of services 
to consumers to meet their support 
needs. 
4.1: To identify the services and re
sources available in the surrounding 
areas relating to pre and ante-natal 
services. 
4.2: To negotiate with the Department of 
Health and other community organis
ations a plan of services to be provided 
around pre and ante-natal needs. 
4.3: To develop working relationships 
with local practitioners including practi
tioners of alternative therapies. 
4.4: To provide support, advocacy and 
options to assist consumers making de
cisions concerning the health before 
and after pregnancy. 
5.1: To assess consumers' needs for 
follow-up. 
5.2: To plan and co-ordinate groups pro
viding support to consumers having left 
the service. 
5.3: To plan and co-ordinate individual 
support to consumers who have left the 
service. 
5.4: To assist consumers in establishing 
and acquiring the resources they need 
to live independently. 

6.1: To assist resources available, and 
develop packages of information and 
training for consumers about pregnancy, 
health, sexuality, living skills, budgeting, 
communication and self esteem. 
6.2: To implement training programs/de
signs for consumers that relate to their 
individual needs. 
7.1: To ensure that community agencies 
and organisations are aware of the ser
vices offered by the Northern Region 
Young Women's Accommodation Pro
ject. 
7.2: To promote the needs of consum
ers to the broader community. 
7.3: To advocate on behalf of consum
ers to Government agencies and funding 
bodies, for the provision of a broad 
range of services. 
Vicki Bardon and Dianne Lloyd — Koori 
Support Workers, telephone (066) 
62 3781, or call at the Casino Neigh
bourhood Centre, 51 Walker Street, 
Casino, New South Wales. 

Young W o m e n who are interested in 
the around-the-clock service can phone 
on the above number. 

All contacts are treated as confiden
tial. Wunambi The 

Water Snake 
Aboriginal Studies Press author May O'Brien is an Aboriginal person 
w h o often speaks of the traditional Aboriginal stories, information and 
skills, that are already lost. 

'Wunambi The Water Snake is one 
of a number of Aboriginal legends 
May has written in a format suitable 
for children. 

Our stories were told to us by our 
aunts and grandmothers. 
"Their role was to pass on impor

tant information, to explain and to 
help us understand our world," she 
said. 

"Reading and telling these stories 
today, will help children gain new in
sights into Aboriginal culture and put 
greater value on Australia's oldest 
tradition." 

Aboriginal Studies Press is the pub
lishing arm of the Australian Institute 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island
er Studies,(AIATSIS), Acton House, 
Acton, Canberra, Phone (06) 
246 1111. 

AUTHOR: May O'Brien. 

She appeals to Aboriginal people 
who access to traditional oral stories 
to 'capture' them before they are lost 
forever. 

"Aboriginal educators and commu
nity members have significant roles to 
play," she said. 

"Their contribution to the recording 
of Aboriginal traditions might be more 
valuable than can ever be realised." 

May O'Brien's latest children's 
book 'Wunambi The Water Snake was 
released by Aboriginal Studies Press 
on June 30. 

'Wunambi The Water Snake is the 
story of the giant water snake, who 
roamed the land when the Earth was 
young. 

The great tracks he made became 
the rivers and creeks we know today. 

Wunambi is still an important part 
of Aboriginal life. He is believed to be 
responsible for bringing the rain. 

This is a delightful children's story 
illustrated in full colour by Sue Wyatt. 

Both May and Sue are originally 
from the Eastern Goldfields in West
ern Australia and now live in Perth. 

ILLUSTRATOR: Sue Wyatt. 

Wunambi The Water Snake, written 
by May L O'Brien and illustrated by 
Sue Wyatt, is available direct from 
AIATSIS and from all good book
shops. The recommended retail price 
is $19.95. 

Aboriginal Studies Press books are 
distributed by Cambridge University 
Press. 
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Police use cautionary approach 
In an effort to make the roads safer 

and remind motorists of their responsi
bility to obey the road rules. N e w South 
Wales North Region police recently con
ducted a one-day exercise named Oper
ation PR. 

During Operation PR 606 motorists were 
issued a leaflet to remind them they should 
be committed to road safety to help pre
vent serious and fatal road accidents. 

The operation was conducted through
out the seven police districts in North 
Region 

Motorists cautioned by Police for a minor 
offence were handed a leaflet during the 
operation which was sponsored by the 
NRMA. 

The leaflet, bright yellow in colour, read. 
"You have been stopped for a breach of 
the traffic laws. However, on this occasion 
you will be cautioned. 

"We are striving to make the roads safer 
for you, your family and the community. 
Please accept this caution in the spirit it 
has been given. W e seek your co-opera
tion in helping police reduce road trauma." 

Four Kooris employed 
by Waveriey Council 
Four Aboriginal workers have been 

employed by Waveriey Municipal 
Council under a State Government 
strategy to ensure employment equity 
for Aboriginal people in local 
government. 
The N S W Minister for Employment, 

John Fahey, has announced funding of 
$92,463 for the positions under the 
Aboriginal employment strategy for local 
government. 

The workers — a clerk, and 
ordinance inspector, a library assistant 
and a child care assistant — will be 
based at the council office, the council 
child care centre and the council library. 

Mr Fahey said the strategy has been 
in place since last September 

It is m a d e up of a series of 
employment and career development 
programs aimed at considerably 
increasing permanent job opportunities 
for Aboriginal people within the 176 
general purpose and 42 county councils 
in N e w South Wales. 

"Increased permanent Aboriginal 
employment in local government will 
help those authorities to better 
understand Aboriginal communities. 
Local government will be able to 
respond more effectively to the cultural 
and socio-economic needs of Aboriginal 
residents in the area." 
The strategy's administrative and 
clerical scheme aims to help Aboriginal 
people get jobs and training within local 
government; to assist local government 
with recruitment to meet the need for 
Aboriginal staff in clerical-
administrative, counter, field, keyboard 
and related positions; and to broaden 
the base of Aboriginal staff beyond 
unskilled areas. 

Mr Fahey said that to encourage 
employer participation, the workers' 
wages are fully subsidised for one year. 

The strategy has a target of placing 
376 people in permanent employment at 
all levels of local government by 1995. 

ABORIGINAL LIAISON 
OFFICERS 

SEXUAL HEALTH/A.I.D.S. SERVICE 
Here to: 

• help our people and their relatives to our service 

• help patients and relatives in welfare and other matters 

• make home visits 

• work with other team members, hospital and communi
ty health staff to work out special needs for our people 

• conduct workshops on education on STD/AIDS issues 

This is a CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE 

Contact: Sharon Laurie 
Howie Vandyke 

on: (066) 23 1495 

The Commander of Operations Support, 
Chief Inspector Peter Johansen, said the 
operation was first run in 1989 and had 
proved 'extremely successful'. 

"This project is a positive police opera
tion which is in line with the N S W Police 
Service's community-based policing con
cept," he said. 

"I have received information from police 
in all districts who indicated the project was 
well received by those who were issued 
with the leaflets. 

"It is an extension of the present caution
ing system where the motorist receives an 
unofficial written document as part of a 
caution for a non-point offence." 

Newcastle highway patrol and general 
duties police issued more leaflets than any 
other district in North Region with 261 
handed out, tollowed by Lismore who gave 
notices to 91 motorists. 

Gosford gave out 69; Maitland 61, Chat-
swood 62 and Port Macquarie and Dee 
Why each handed out 31. 

SELECTED COMMENTS 
• Thank you, that's great. 
• What do I do with this rubbish. I'll be 
fined $200 if I throw it away. 
• Does this mean I get booked tomorrow. 
• You blokes aren't that bad after all. 
• There should be more of it. 
• Sorry, I'll fix it. 
• Highway patrol needs this kind of publici
ty. 
• I wish you lot would do this more often. 
• What a nice idea. 
• It was a pleasure to be pulled over. 
• I think it is a marvellous idea, should 
happen more often. 
• I'll frame this. 
• I really appreciate what you have done, I 
am out of work. 
• I am really getting a helmet today when 
my m u m gets paid 
• A mate of mine got booked last week for 
the same thing, he's gonna carry on when I 
tell him I got a caution (expired label). 

THE KOORI MAIL 
Philosophy 

The Koori Mail is a unique, indepen
dent newspaper which examines may 
issues from a Koori perspective. 

It is the first time in Australia that 
Aboriginal people will have an undis-
torted source of information, and an 
outlet for their own views. It is also 
expected to have an impact upon the 
general community, with the aim of re
dressing prejudices and introducing 
non-Aboriginal Australians and ultimate
ly the whole world to our culture and 
our beliefs. 

The following principles will guide 
production standards and procedures: 

1:The reporting of news and views 
without fear or favour. 

2: The maintenance throughout of 
Koori beliefs and standards. 

3: The highest level of production 
values, to produce a quality newspa
per. 

4: The training of Aboriginal staff to 
ensure they are instilled with profes
sional skills to give them a high level of 
employability in the future. 

5: The dissemination of the maximum 
amount of relevant information from 
Government agencies and statutory 
bodies, with the proviso that this infor
mation is not merely propaganda and is 
viewed critically. 

6: The presentation of a wide range 
of issues, not necessarily only tradi
tional Aboriginal issues but also other 
important matters which impinge upon 
the lives of Koori people. 

7: Increased positive interaction be
tween Aboriginal communities and indi
viduals throughout Australia. 

8: The inclusion of lighter items, such 
as a children's page, cartoons, sport, 
crosswords, games, art, film and book 
reviews, historical features and human 
interest stories and photographs. 

9: A classified advertisement sec
tion, offering the full range of classifi
cations, such as employment, births, 
deaths, marriages, In Memoriam, etc. 

10: Display advertising not exceed
ing 50 percent of newspaper content. 

11: The inclusion of a responsible but 
daring editorial column in each issue, 
addressing matters of importance. 

12: The promotion of the overall 
well-being of Aboriginal Australia. 

CHARLES STURT 
UNIVERSITY 
MITCHELL 
BATHURST, NSW 2795 AUSTRALIA — PH: (063) 31 1022 

CO-ORDINATOR 
'WAMMARRA' 

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION CENTRE 
The Aboriginal Centre at Bathurst was established in 1982 to 
increase the participation of Aboriginal people in higher education. 
The Centre recruits Aboriginal students to University courses and 
provides appropriate academic and support services to enhance 
their prospects of graduating from the University. Currently there are 
68 students using the Centre which has a staff of four. 
Applicants must be Aboriginal (this is a genuine occupational qualifi
cation and is authorised by section 14(d) of the Anti Discrimination 
Act, 1977), have administrative and cost control experience; effec
tive leadership abilities; proven skills in communication at the com
munity and professional levels; the ability and experience to deliver 
a range of support services to young adults and mature age clients. 
Educational experience at the post-secondary/tertiary level and 
knowledge of the cultural issues relating to Aboriginal people are 
desirable. 
The appointment will be for an initial three year term with the 
possibility of extension. 
Salary: Within the range $34947-$38203 subject to qualifications 
and experience. 

For further information contact the Personnel Manager (063) 
332615. 

Applications setting out personal data, qualifications and experi
ence (related to the criteria) plus three referees should be sent to 
the Employment Officer, Charles Sturt University, Private Bag 29, 
Bathurst 2795 by Monday, 12 August, 1991. 

Equal opportunity in employment is University policy. 
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Anniversary, 
just married? 
Just married, had a 40th or 

50th wedding anniversary in the 
family or a special gathering of 
relatives, or has someone had a 
special birthday? 

Wouldn't your friends and 
relatives love to see the 
pictures? 

If you would like a 
photograph published in The 
Koori Mail send us the 
photograph. 

Address it to The Koori Mail, 
PO Box 117, Lismore, New 
South Wales 2480. 

Yes, a colour photograph can 
be reproduced successfully in 
black and white. 

Make sure you include your 
address so we can return the 
photograph. 

Support, resources for 
Aboriginal uni students 

Advertise nationally 
With national distribution, The 

Koori Mail provides an ideal 
venue to reach Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders 
throughout the nation. 

The Mail offers competitive 
advertising rates, with regional 
daily advertising rates for a 
national advertisement. 

For further details contact 
John Toohey on (066) 222 666 
or fax your ad and instructions 
to The Koori Mail on (066) 
222 600. 

Mail can be directed to The 
Koori Mail, PO Box 117 Lismore, 
New South Wales 2480. 

A valuable support system for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders at 
university is available through the North 
Coast Institute for Aboriginal Community 
Education at the University of N e w 
England — Northern Rivers. 

It provides personal support for 
students in what can be a foreign 
environment. 

The executive officer of the institute, 
Mrs Kim Hill, said the centre had been 
set up by three lecturers, Jim Gallagher, 
Klaas Woldring and Maurie Ryan, and 
two Aboriginal women, Joyce Clague 
and Bertha Kapeen. 

Kim says these people had the 
foresight to see the direction of 
Aboriginal Education on the North 
Coast. 

The centre was set up more than 14 
years ago when the university was the 
Northern Rivers College of Advanced 
Education. 

The institute is an incorporated body 
and the council members are all of 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
descent. 

They are: Elsie Allen, of Taree, Rex 
Marshall (Bellbrook), Dianne Torrens 
(Casino), Joyce Clague (patron, 
originally of Maclean and now from 
Sydney), Graham Skinner (Lismore), 
Des Williams (Fingal), Athol Davis 
(Kempsey), Gail Ling (Nambucca 
Heads), Patsy Nagas (Kyogle), Gloria 
Strachan (Grafton), Maureen Newton 
(university student representative, 
Lismore), and Jimmy Budd (Billinudgel). 

The objective of the institute is to 
allow greater participation of Aborigines Biewarrina Aboriginal Health Seivice 

P.O. BOX 208, BREWARRINA, 2839 
PHONE: (068) 392-150 

POSITION VACANT 
ADMINISTRATOR 
Essential Qualifications 

- have interest in primary care 
- previous experience in working with Aboriginal 

communities, preferably in health 
- proven administrative experience 
- clerical and computer skills desirable 
- understanding for the Aboriginal community 

SALARY — NEGOTIABLE 

POSITION VACANT 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC HEALTH/WORKER 

Essential Qualifications 
- able to liaise with the Aboriginal communities and other 

health teams in the area 
- self motivation 
- assist and help with health statistics 
- assist and help with community surveys 
- have a current drivers licence 

SALARY — NEGOTIABLE O N APPLICATION 

ALL APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO: 
THE CHAIRPERSON 

ABORIGINAL HEALTH SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 208 

BREWARRINA, 2839 
CLOSING DATE — 2nd AUGUST, 1991 

in determining their own educational 
needs. 

W h e n the centre was set up it 
provided bridging courses for Aboriginal 
students to tertiary study and to 
promote Aboriginal education. 

Because of difficulties in attracting 
funding, some of the ways that the 
objective of encouraging greater 
Aboriginal participation have been 
modified. 

Aboriginal bridging courses now are 
available through the Gunjil Jindibah at 
the university. 

The institute continues to promote 
Aboriginal education of the campus and 
further afield within the Aboriginal 
communities at grassroots level by 
taking the programs to them, but the 
institute is having difficulty fulfilling 
outreach objectives because of the lack 
of funding. 

The institute provides valuable on 
campus assistance with career 
guidance, resources and student 
support. 

The valuable support and career 
guidance provided by the university has 
been recognised within the university. 

"Students need a lot of guidance," 
Kim said. 

"They ask for guidance in terms of 
what they are going to get at the end of 
the day. Is it worthwhile?" 

Aboriginal students can also needed 
help with working out their finances. 

"Often Aboriginal students can't 
manage money," Kim said. 

"They borrow from the university and 
they can't repay." 

The students are offered counselling. 
Kim says there is a valuable guide for 

students budgeting money as a student 
which is available from the National 
Bank of Australia. 
The centre had become widely known 

as a valuable resource centre, with 

more than 1000 book titles, almost 200 
videos, 150 audio cassettes, and 
posters. 

Subjects include land rights, mining, 
health issues such as AIDS and 
Hepatitis B, and controversial issues. 

Audio casettes also include news 
information from the Top End. 

The centre has three publications, 
'Our Land, Our Spirit', 'The Keeping 
Place' a bibliography and guide to study 
of the Aboriginal and Aboriginal culture 
in the north-east of New South Wales 
and the south-east of Queensland, and 
'Minjunbal' about the Aborigines and 
Islander people of the Tweed Valley. 

The institute also produces an 
Aboriginal studies kit which includes 
three books, 20 posters. 

The five units range from an 
introduction to Aboriginal studies, 
language, plant use, sites and artefacts, 
and stories and verse from the North 
Coast of New South Wales. 

Kim says that in the past 11 weeks 
the use of the centre's resources by 
whites and blacks has been 50-50. 

In an effort to fulfill its outreach 
objectives the institute is currently 
working on refitting a bus to carry 
duplicate copies of information to 
isolated Aboriginal communities and 
schools in a region bound by the Tweed 
to the north, Tenterfield to the west, and 
south to Taree. 

Community-based courses are 
available to provide Aborigines with 
business training, setting up 
organisations, taking minutes, roles and 
responsibilities of committee office 
bearers and basic accountancy skills. 

As well as helping students, the 
institute is a general Aboriginal 
information agency and can assist the 
public. 

"Our motto is 'here to help'," Kim 
said. 

Kim Hill, the chief executive officer of the North Coast Institute for Aboriginal Community 
Education, and Rosemary Laurie check computer records for resource material. 
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Aboriginal perspective 
from Bourke radio 

Radio 2 W E B is a public radio station 
broadcasting from Bourke in North 
Western N e w South Wales. 

It's a community based radio station 
controlled by the W R E B Co-operative, 
comprising of a board of 12 directors, 
three are Aboriginal. They are Essie 
Coffey, Steve Gordon and Peter Gibbs. 

The station has 11 staff. 

Radio 2 W E B broadcasts to the 
remote areas of N e w South Wales, up 
to the Queensland border and across 
into South Australia. 

Each week, 35 to 40 hours is 
broadcast by Aboriginal staff and 
volunteers. Their programs include 
specialist programs. 

Aboriginal staff includes Bradleigh 
Mieni, sports reporter: Clara Tuqiri, 
producer/broadcaster; and Kayleen 
Knight w h o is a broadcaster/ 
receptionist. 

W h e n the three started at the radio 
station they had no radio skills, but a 
willingness to learn and gain skills 
through on-the-job training. They 
attended special courses offered by 
T A F E and The Australian Film, 
Television and Radio School. 

The three said they were actively 
involved with radio programs. Bradleigh 
works closely with the news director, 
assisting him with six local news 
bulletins on weekdays. 

Kayleen, w h o w a s employed as a 

Radio 2 W E B Aboriginal staff members, from back left, Clara Tuqiri, Kayleen 
Knight, and from front left, Bradleigh Mieni with Ian Martin. 

(Picture courtesy of The Western Herald, Bourke.) 

Information on range of 
tertiary institutions 

A tertiary information day will be held 
at the University of New England — 
Northern Rivers campus on July 23. 

Representatives from more than 25 
tertiary institutions, youth advisory ser
vices and government agencies will at
tend the event which has been arranged 
by local careers advisers. 

An organiser, the careers adviser at 
Lismore High School, Mr Bill Goldie, 
said the Tertiary Inlormation Day would 
give students from high schools be
tween Grafton and the Queensland bor
der — and interested members of the 
community — the opportunity to talk 
with prospective student advisers from 
the majority of universities in New South 
Wales and Queensland. 

"The day is an ideal opportunity for 
students to gather inlormation from a 
range of tertiary institutions including 
universities, TAFE, and private organis
ations," he said 

"They can find out about course op
tions, facilities, accommodation, costs 
and university life in general." 
There will be four information ses

sions starting at 9.15 am, 10.15 am, 
11.45 am, and 1.30 pm. 

Each session will incorporate a half-
hour talk explaining New South Wales, 
and Queensland application and admis
sion procedures, Austudy, and the 
Higher Education Contribution Scheme 
(HECS). 
An hour of consultations with tertiary 

representatives will follow. 
Mr Goldie said that there was an in

creasing number of mature-aged appli
cants for tertiary study. 

"We hope that those members of the 
community who are thinking about uni
versity will take advantage of this op
portunity," he said. 

"We are expecting more than 1000 
school students but the community is 
welcome at any of the sessions." 
The preliminary talks will be held in 

Lecture Theatre 1H01 and the tertiary 
displays and consultations will be in the 
University Union Clubhouse. 

Visitors to the UNE-NR campus in Mil
itary Road. East Lismore, can obtain 
directions from security staff at the ga
tehouse. 
For further information, telephone Mr 

Goldie on (066) 21 5185 between 9 am 
and 3 pm on weekdays. 

receptionist has spread her wings and 
now presents her own music show. 
She has a show called 'Koori Music' 

in which she plays a variety of 
Aboriginal and country music, which has 
proved extremely popular with 
Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal listeners. 
Her show features artist such as 

Archie Roach, Colour Stone, Scrap 
Metal, Kevin Gunn, Harry and Wilga 
Williams, Col Hardy, Warumpi Band, 
Areyonga Desert Tigers, and many 
more. 
Clara puts together a news bulletin, 

'News Koori Style' and a current affairs 
program which looks at issues affecting 
our listening audience. 
W e provide training for anyone 

interested in volunteering to broadcast 
programs, at the moment I'm training 
young school kids, both Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal. 
Kayleen says its great to see her own 

people, at a young age, being so 
interested and motivated to give up 
their time for broadcast training. 

"We do need more Koori and TSI 
people working in the media," Kayleen 
said. 
She says she is concerned that ATSI 

aren't covered properly and urges 
Kooris in all areas to get involved and 
approach local media outlets. 
"We would like to hear from other 

communities around Australia," Kayleen 
said. 
"If you'd like any news covered, we'd 

be most happy to hear from you." 
Contact either Bradleigh Mieni or 

Clara Tuqiron (068) 722333. 

A WEDDING IN 
THE FAMILY? 

Just married, had a 40th or 
50th wedding anniversary in the 
family or a special gathering of 
relatives, or has someone had a 
special birthday? 
Wouldn't your friends and 

relatives love to see the 
pictures? 

If you would like a 
photograph published in The 
Koori Mail send us the 
photograph. 
Address it to The Koori Mail, 

PO Box 117, Lismore, New 
South Wales 2480. 

Make sure you include 

address so we 
photograph. 

your 
can return the 

Advertising 
opportunity 
With national distribution, The 

Koori Mail provides an ideal 
venue to reach Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders 
throughout the nation. 

The Mail offers competitive 
advertising rates, with regional 
daily advertising rates for a 
national advertisement. 

For further details contact 
John Toohey on (066) 222 666 
or fax your ad and instructions 
to The Koori Mail on (066) 
222 600. 

Mail can be directed to The 
Koori Mail, PO Box 117 Lismore, 
New South Wales 2480. 

ABORIGINAL HOSTELS LIMITED 

ACCOMMODATION FOR ABORIGINAL AND 
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE 
Aboriginal Hostels Limited is a Commonwealth Company providing temporary accom
modation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The Company was incorporated 
on 6 June. 1973 In Australian Capital Territory and is owned and funded by the Common
wealth Government. 

Since Its begining the Company has established a network of hostels across Australia. 
There are hostels tor students, supporting mothers, aged persons, transients and homeless 
people as well as places for legal and substance abuse rehabilitees. 

Each night, Aboriginal Hostels Limited provides over 3,000 beds for Aboriginals and Torres 
Strait Islanders. 

Breaking The Cycle Of Poverty 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited plays a central role in helping to improve the lives of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. The Company helps to break the cycle of poverty and 
welfare dependence facing so many of Australia's indigenous people. Temporary relief in 
good accommodation gives many Aboriginals and Islanders a respite from the difficult 
conditions they live in. Once properly sheltered, they have the opportunity to improve their 
own lives. 
Managed By Aboriginal People 

From the very begining we saw the need to give the residents of our hostels an environment 
they can Identify with — a place they can really call home. That's why Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander employees make up 91 per cent of total Company staff—making it the big
gest employer of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Residents can easilyldefitify 
with hostel staff around them and live In a friendly and homely atmosphere. 

The Company's work and policy of employing Indigenous people demonstrates that given 
the opportunity. Aboriginal people can effectively operate a large-scale organisation as well 
as any other group in the community. Our service to the community provides meals and 
beds in decent surroundings with modern conveniences for which the Company charges 
a reasonable tariff. 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited operates from a Central Office in Canberra and eight regional 
offices around Australia. Their locations and telephone numbers are: 

Perth: 09 227 6770 
Sydney: 02 212 3288 
Darwin: 069 81 4388 

Adelaide: 08 267 4222 
Brl8bon*r»T 221 3866 
Alice Springs: 089 52 6544 

Melbourne: 03 419 6577 
Cairns: 070 51 4147 
Canberra: 06 289 3880 

If you're looking for accommodation then why not give us a call at any one of these offices. 
Ask for one of our accommodation guides listing all our hostels — we'll be only too happy 
to help you. 
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Selling Newstart to the unemployed 
A joint statement from the Minister for 

Social Security, Senator Graham 
Richardson, the Minister for 
Employment, Education and Training, Mr 
John Dawkins, and the minister for 

Newstart Plan and Activity Agreement 

r, Â pMrflarfl ,-• Vx •-• .-*-j '.v 

Higher Education and Employment 
Services, Mr Peter Baldwin, says a 
national television, radio and newspaper 
advertising campaign is promoting 
Newstart, the active income support 
system for unemployed people. 
The Newstart system replaced the 

dole from July 1. 
"The publicity campaign will explain 

Newstart to all Australians and includes 
special information for ethnic and 
Aboriginal people," the Ministers said in 
a statement. 

"Newstart is the biggest change to 
income support for unemployed people 
since the dole was introduced in 1944." 
The Ministers said Newstart was a 

program of active income support aimed 
at getting unemployed people back into 
the workforce, with extra assistance for 
the long-term unemployed. 

The Government will spend $531.6 
million on labour market programs in the 
next financial year — a 30 percent 
increase over the 1990-1991 financial 
year. 

The Ministers said criticism of 
Newstart had focussed on compulsory 
aspects of the scheme and the 
difficulties of introducing it in a tight job 

market. 
"Newstart is not about taking anything 

away from the unemployed — in fact, it 
is about creating better opportunities," 
the statement said. 

"It will co-ordinate Commonwealth 
employment, training and incomes 
support services. 

"This is a genuine attempt to break 
the cycle of long-term dependency on 
income support. 

"This is good-bye to the Band-Aid 
mentality." 

The Ministers said Newstart was a 
flexible scheme which would adapt to 
labour market conditions. 

"At this stage of the economic cycle, 
the focus of Newstart will be on training 
and preparing people to take advantage 
of the economic upturn," they said. 

Australia could not repeat the 
mistakes of 1982/83 when unemployed 
people lost their skills. 

"This created a pool of long-term 
unemployed who were unable to benefit 
from the employment boom generated in 
the mid to late 1980s," the statement 
said. 

"Newstart will provide more 
personalised service to clients and a 

'*#** 

greater range of training options and 
more places in labour market programs. 

"The Government's obligation is to 
provide job seekers with a guaranteed 
income and assistance to improve their 
skills and find work. 

"In return, job seekers are expected 
to genuinely seek work and take 
advantage of available opportunities." 

In June, more than 25,000 Department 
of Social Security (DSS) and 
Department of Employment, Education 
and Training (DEET) staff attended staff 
previews of the campaign. 

"It is essential that staff are fully 
informed of what will happen when 
Newstart replaces the current 
unemployment benefit system," the 
statement said. 

Newstart brochures are available at 
the Department of Social Security (DSS) 
and Commonwealth Employment Service 
(CES) offices. 

z^u SENATOR G R A H A M RICHARDSON, the MR JOHN DAWKINS, the Minister for Mr PETER BALDWIN, the minister for 
minister for Social Security. Employment, Education and Training. Higher Education and Employment 

Services. 

M. x X-

What does 
Newstart 

mean to me? 
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Childhood separation, 
and a lifelong search 
By JANINE WILSON 

It was an unextraordinary 
meeting, barely worth noting really, 
except that this meeting with a 
complete stranger would lead to 
an encounter and a story that was 
likely to remain with me for a long 
time. 
Sometimes, journalists know they 
have come across one of those 
significant stories, other times 
they sneak up on you, just like this 
one did. 

Quietly spoken Goombra Jacko, 
now standing patiently, in the 
Cairns airport building, was even
tually to tell me about extraordi
nary childhood events, a story so 
tragic that it could not be forgotten 
and I believed had to be told. 

But still I did not realise the 
story was creeping up on me. At 
the airport, we chatted as we 
waited in a small group for a char
ter plane that was to take us to an 
isolated area in Cape York. 
W e were from two different 

parts of Australia, our 
backgrounds were vastly different, 
and I was stepping into his world 
for the first time, onto his 
traditional land in an area where I 
had never been before. 
His lifestyle was closer to a 

traditional Aboriginal lifestyle than 
any other Aboriginal person I had 
met. He spoke in his own dialect 
when talking with his people. 

Slightly built, Goombra is an 
Aborigine from Cape York and a 
councillor on the Cape York Land 
Council. His skin is black, literally, 
and his his wavy hair is white from 
age. 
Obviously our experiences were 
vastly different. Me, a descendant 
of early white settlers such as 
those who had disrupted the lives 
of the indigenous people who be
longed to a land that was to be 
named Australia. 
I am from Tasmania, a little 

piece of Australia which has what 
is considered to be an appalling 
history in its treatment of 
Aborigines in a nation with a 
history of atrocities against 
Aboriginal people. 

On the flight to Laura, Goombra, 
who had learnt about gathering 
berries and hunting for food when 
he was a young boy, occasionally 
pointed land marks of interest as 
the plane roared ahead, dropping 
into an air pocket from time to 
time. 

Our destination was a dirt air 
strip near the one-pub, general 
store, caravan park and handful of 
settlement houses of Laura. 
That may well have been the 

proverbial that, except through 
campfire conversations I learned 
that Goombra was part of a story 
that would be interesting for the 
Koori Mail. 
Reluctant at first, Goombra had a 
change of heart and agreed to tell 
me his account of how how he had 
been taken from his family when 
he was just six years old. Gradually, Goombra opened a door on a long ago but vivid sequence of events. His matter of fact tones belied the tragedy that unfolded. The tears that crept down his cheeks in the half light 

This is the story of a six-year-old child who 
was removed without explanation from the 
parents he remembers with affection. 
The account was told to me by a Cape York 

Aborigine who still carries a deep pain more 
than 50 years later. 
He belongs to a 'lost generation' of Aboriginal 

people who were forcibly uprooted from their 
family and Mother country. 
Although this man quietly acknowledges the 

deep pain, he doesn't talk about hate or 
retribution, he talks about hope for a better 
future. 
Goombra Jacko entrusted me with this per

sonal story, an account of a tragic occurrence 
that Aboriginal people still rarely tell needed no words to explain the 

deep hurt that the words did not 
say. 

He told it simply, almost in a 
dissociated text book fashion, 
except for the tears. 

In 1932 when he was six, he 
was taken from his mother and 
father and sent south to go a 
church mission. Eight brothers and 
three sisters were all taken and 
sent to various destinations. 
Goombra told how a Rev Schatz 

'transferred' his father, known as 
King Jacko, from Starke River to 
the distant Bridge Creek. 

Goombra's family unit was 
broken up, 'ruined', taking his 
father away from his mother so 
that it could be said they were 
separated. He does not know if 
they were able to find out their 
way back together again. 

He was never told why his family 
had been split apart, and he was 
never to see some of his brothers 
and sisters again. One brother 
was to die in the Cherbourg 
massacre in 1944. 

Goombra's education went only 
to Grade Four. But in those few 
years, his father died. 

He tells how a message was 
passed by word of mouth or 'third 
hand' to his mother that his father 
had died, and how she had walked 
'a hundred miles' to get word to 
him. 

His mother died two years later. 
Goombra hesitated, and wiped 

away the tears, for a moment his 
deep and unresolved pain 
surfaced. 

He told how in 1949 he returned 
to his traditional land in the 
Cooktown are and how he began a 
fruitless search for the burial 
place of his mother and father. 

Although elderly people in the 
area says they know where the 
graves are, these people are too 
frail to show Goombra where to 
find his parents' graves, and they 
have been unable to explain the 
locations to him. 

Goombra confides how he often 
wishes his mother and father could 
walk beside him. 

"I could be walking on top of 
their graves in the national parks." 
Goombra says, seeming to voice a 
thought. The known remainders of the family have returned to their traditional land, four brother s and 

one sister, and now live at Hope 
Vale. 

His account had been given in a 
mostly matter-of-fact way, but the 
quiet tears But I sensed His family 
had been broken apart many years 
ago, and had never been reunited, 
but the pain was still deeply 
embedded, and the tragedy lived 
on. 

Another glimpse of the depth of 

that pain was evident when 
Goombra told of his search for a 
neck plate his father had once 
owned. 
The plate had been presented to 

King Jacko by Governor Oxley and 
bore Queen Victoria's name. 
He knows that his brother had 

the plate after his father died, but 
he has been unable to trace the 
plate since his brother's death. 

His search has taken him to 
distant museums where such 
plates have been collected, and 
he has wrilten many letters to 
universities and government 
bodies he hoped may have been 
able to help him, but to no avail. 
But like the search for the graves, 
his search for this link with his 
father continues. 

But despite the tragedy that 
remains with him, this quietly 
spoken Cape Yorker has a dream. 

He talks of his dream of 
children, black and white, walking 
side by side, hand in hand, 
towards the rising sun, a rising sun 
that symbolised hope for the 
future of our children. 

"Let's not hate one another," he 
says. 

"Can we become equal for the 
future of our children?" he asks. 

HANDPRINTED IN DARWIN AUSTRALIA 

• W e are offering the opportunity for develop
ment banks, companies or agencies to join an 
enterprising and dynamic organisation, engaged 
in challenging and important work for all Aborigi
nal people. 

• W e invite registrations of interest from Aborigi
nal groups who wish to be involved as a Joint 
Venture partner in the first stage of a major 
Australia-wide promotion and distribution of 
Aboriginal designed and manufactured garments 
for the tourist, fashion and leisure industry. 

• All inquiries and requests for further informa
tion will be treated with the strictest confidence 
and should be directed to: 

& 

Managing Director 
Territoriana Label 

PO Box 1893 
DARWIN NT 0801 
Ph: (089) 813600 
Fax:(089)816060 
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AN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL GALLERY TRAVELLING EXHIBITION 

The Cool Eye: Super-Realist 
Prints of the Seventies 
The Cool Eye: Super Realist Prints of the Seventies 
opened at the Tweed River Regional Art Gallery on 

July 4 and will continue until July 21. 
CHUCK CLOSE: Keith/mezzotint, 1972. 

T W O MODELS IN THE STUDIO: Philip Pearlstein, United States, born 1924. 
Colour aquatint, etching. 

UNTITLED: From Landscapes No 2, Grant's 1979. Colour screenprint. 

SUNSET STREET: Robert Bechtle, United States, born 1932. Colour soft-ground etching. 
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LAURA ABORIGINAL CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
A FESTIVAL OF TRADITION, TALENT AND HOPE 
HELD AT LAURA, CAPE YORK, JULY 5 TO 7 

Peter Costello, a council
lor with the Cape York 
Land Council, was one of 
the festival organisers. 

Fionn Gilmore flew in with his charter flight pilot dad Ian on 
one of his flights to take a look at the festival. 

In a remote community in Northern Queens
land and still can't shake the media! The 
Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr 
Robert Tickner, considers a question from 
John Austen of The 7.30 Report, ABC-TV. 

- •SmJmmmmammm^' P. 
What a handful! Ever tried to keep 13 Injinoo youngsters still for a few 
seconds? These junior Injoo dancers from Bamaga, Cape York, had no 
intention of keeping still. It was all a bit too much for Koori Mail journalist 
Janine Wilson who lost control of the situation. The boys and two girls in this 
group are Harry Walker, James Pablo, Jeffery Tugai, Michael McDonald, Erra 
Bond, Norman Bagiri, Dale Pablo, Tyson David, Jeffery Pablo, Teddy Nawai, 
Phillip Woosup, Patrick Ropeyarn, Ella Woosup, Samantha Bowie and Florence 
Kepa. The girls from the group who are not pictured are Marsha Ropeyarn, 
Rosabelie Woosup, Francis Ropeyarn, Kathy Woosup, Amy Walker, Karen 

Pablo, Kathy Pablo, Helen Woosup and Margaret Tugal. 

Traditional dancing by one of the many tribal groups that demonstrat
ed traditional dances relevant to their tribal life. 

A typical campfire scene. This group, from left, is Annie Holding who was 
reluctant to leave the comfort of her sleeping bag, ATSIC Commissioner, Ian 
Delaney, Peter Costello, Peter Sutton and Goombra Jacko. Goombra and Peter 

are councillors on the Cape York Land Council. 
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/ LAURA ABORIGINAL 
A FES' 

TAI 

ATSIC Commissioner Ian Delaney, of Brisbane, 
has found the bread, n o w where is that coffee? 

- irS? 

Paul Kelly, minus the Messengers, was one of the big attractions at the Laura Aboriginal Cultural 
Festival's open air rock concert at he beginning of the month. 

This may not have been the usual setting for a singer of Paul's standing, but it is unlikely that he could 
find a more appreciative audience or one where it was likely that almost everyone could completely 
identify with his soulful and deeply personal songs. 

The Laura Cultural Festival was a showcase of Aboriginal rock talent, also featuring Yothu Yindi of 
'Treaty' fame, Kev Carmody, Joe Geia, Coloured Stone, Sunrize Band, Black Bella Mujik and perhaps the 
lesser known but creditable Cape York band, Pituri. 

From the first song, the mood was right for a special night with inspiring performances by all, including 
the lively new-brand Aboriginal music by Yothu Yindi, capped with the soulful and deeply personal songs by 
Paul Kelly. 

Although the melancholy Kely songs were in stark contrast to the lively music by Yothu Yindi, both 
carried the same basic and meaningful theme of oppression. 

The 2000 or so people who made the long journey to the festival experienced a memorable concert 
where many performers undressed to traditional 'dress' and were daubed with paint for their stage 
appearances. 

Many artists included traditional dancing and presented a concert where didgeridoo, clap sticks, electric 
guitar and drums reverberated through the night air in a harmonious marriage of electronic and primitive 
music. 

The event was big on talent and atmosphere in a unlikely and remote setting. 

• 

3& JW 

i* f 

TV 

Time for a corroboree! After the tribal groups had performed t 
in one large corrobor* 
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ULTURAL FESTIVAL 
k. OF TRADITION, 
UTT AND HOPE 

"is quietly spoken behind the 
Geia puts out plenty of sound 
Ns on-stage performance. 

I problem! (From left) Anton Lind-
:M, John John Miller, bass guitar-
jred Stone, Bart Willoughby of 
(is, and Stuart Kellaway, fore-
juitarist of Yothu Yindi, were per-
D find a shady spot and sit down 

for a chat. 

These dancers in traditional painted designs are an 
impressive sight they wait for their cue to take centre The traditional bark-string skirts worn here by these dancers take 

ring. many hours to make. 

tional dances, all the dancers joined 

i • I 
The festival provided an opportunity for people from all walks of life and distant areas to meet. From left, Cape 
York Land Council councillor Peter Costello, Witiyana Marika (traditional singer and dancer with Yothu Yindi), 
Mangatjay Yunupingu (Dancer, singer, harmonies also with Yothu Yindi), Nicholas Macumboy (Army Reserve), and 

Jason Fuller (Black Bella Mujik). 
If 
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LAURA ABORIGINAL CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

A FESTIVAL OF TRADITION, 
TALENT AND HOPE 
HELD AT LAURA, 
CAPE YORK, 
JULY 5 TO 7 

FAR No urn 

Q U E E N S L A N D 

Cairns-based Pituri got the Laura Aboriginal Cultural Festi
val rock concert away to a sound start. 

Mary 'Sammy' Sam, Cairns, was a member of the Army crew that catered 
for organisers, musicians and media at the festival. 
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Eat good tucker for 
good teeth, health Good tucker means good health — 

eating good tucker needs good teeth. 
How many people's health are ruined 

by not being able to eat the right food? 
Dentures are no substitute for proper, 
well-maintained teeth. 

In this day and age you can buy just 
about anything and those who tell you 
that you can't buy good health should 
look firstly at what they eat. 

But before you eat it — you need 
teeth to chew, to bite, to grind and if 
anyone tells you they can chew steak 
with no teeth — don't you believe it! 

In years gone by — the diet was 
totally different and it needed chewing 
and grinding. This in itself helped clean 
the teeth — no need for a toothbrush 
then! 

The evolution of refined goods (sugar) 
and the corner shop has laid to rest the 
traditional diet (let's hope it can be 
revived) and therein lies the problem. 

Diets high in sugar, besides causing a 
whole range of medical problems, such 
as diabetes, invariably lead to tooth 
decay unless the mouth was kept clean. 
Simple swishing with water helps — but 
tooth cleaning is essential. Note, tooth 

By DR PETER HILL 

DENTAL HEALTH: 
The first in a series 
on dental health by 

Dr Peter Hill 
cleaning. 

I know lots of kids who brush their 
teeth twice a day without ever cleaning 
them. Dental decay is as prevalent in 
these kids as those who don't clean 
their teeth at all. 

Now the diet, and I'm sure you know 
some good foods and some bad. Apples 
besides providing the right nutrition help 
keep the teeth clean and so do all fruits 
and vegetables. 

The television will tell you all the 
good points about chocolate bars espe
cially those with the sticky insides, such 
as instant energy, satisfying — the list 
is endless and they are what they say, 
but how much instant energy do you 
need! And what has a chocolate bar got 
nutritionally that an apple has not! 

Let m e tell you of a very cruel experi
ment conducted in Sweden 30 years 
ago on kids with intellectual disabilities. 

They just fed them, lollies, chocolates 
and sticky toffees only, and waited to 
see what would happen to their teeth. 
Within a year their teeth has rotted 
away to the gum. 

Have you any idea how much sugar 
and acid there is in Coca-Cola. Put a 
baby tooth that has been immersed in a 
glass of Coca-Cola overnight — it won't 
be there in the morning. 

They are just two examples of refined 
foods on teeth. 

Eat foods that are good for your 
health and good for your teeth and use 
lollies, chocolates in moderation, per
haps a special treat once a week. 
Teeth must be cleaned when brush

ing. 
One last message to those parents 

who prefer to give their kids 50 cents to 
go and buy lollies to get them out of 
their hair. 

'Remember, kids grow up, they need 
their teeth, remember a good diet and 
good health, but most of all they need 
their parents' time — give it to them.' 

DEAR PEOPLE 
Here, in the year of 1988 
on this largest island on Earth, 
still live two cultures in shock. 
One indigenous Black Spirit. 
One immigrant White Spirit. 
Black Spirit 200 years long bowed down. 
White Spirit too long in arrogant frown. 
Black Spirit arising: 
Look white brothers and sister, 
Look deep into our ancient culture. 
We are all brothers and sisters. 
We are from that first culture. 
We are the survivors of the beginning. 
We have much to teach yet still learning. 
White Spirit awakening: 
We are not yet all brothers and sisters. 
We see you distantly in a mirror land

scape. 
We see reflected first our own problems. 
We have much to teach yet much unlearn

ing. 
Wait a little, Black Spirit, we must solve 
equity in caring; and the sharing of gold. 
Look deep, white brothers and sisters, 
Into our Black Spirit and behold 
How to liberate your White Spirit, thus 
Begin to liberate your white problems; 
Begin to liberate our black problems; 
Begin a mutual caretaking spirit and 
Keep peace in this wildly beautiful land. 

- JO KING, 
TELOPEA, NSW. 

A SPECIAL 
OCCASION 
IN THE 
FAMILY? Just married, had a 40th or 

50th wedding anniversary in 
the family or a special 
gathering of relatives, or has 
someone had a special 
birthday? 
Wouldn't your friends and 

relatives love to see the 
pictures? 
If you would like a 

photograph published in The 
Koori Mail send us the 
photograph. 

Address it to The Koori Mail, 
PO Box 117, Lismore, New 
South Wales 2480. 
Make sure you include your 

address so we can return the 
photograph. 

Advertising 
opportunity 
With national distribution, 
The Koori Mail provides an 
ideal venue to reach 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders throughout the 
nation. 
The Mail offers competitive 

advertising rates, with regional 
daily advertising rates for a 
national advertisement. 
For further details contact 

John Toohey on (066) 
222 666 or fax your ad and 
instructions to The Koori Mail 
on (066) 222 600. 
Mail can be directed to The 

Koori Mail, PO Box 117 
Lismore, New South Wales 
2480. 

In style with Koori fashions 
You too can be 

dressed in Koori 
fashions. 
See Page 18 for 

range and details. 
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Cook your own muffins 
Hi kids, 
This week, I have a recipe for you so you can cook your own muffins. 
They are very easy to make. Just follow these simple instructions. 

YOU WILL NEED 
1 teaspoon of baking powder 
2 cups of wholemeal flour 
1 cup of sultanas 
1 egg (beaten) 
1 cup of milk 
60 gm butter (melted) 
Party cake cups or muffin tins. 

WHAT TO DO 
Mix flour and baking powder, add 

sultanas. 
Mix beaten egg, melted butter and 

milk, stir into flour mixture. 
Spoon into cake cups or tins. 
Bake for 30 minutes or until brown 

at 375 degrees Fahrenheit or 200 
degrees Celsius. 

MR KOALAS 
GUM TREE 

"Hey, stop that chopping down 
my gum tree," said Mr Koala. 

"Where would my friends and I 
live if you chop down our home. 
Don't you know that gum trees 
are very special to us Koalas? It's 
our home-our shelter when it 
rains. 

"You see the gum tree leaves 
blowing on the gum tree? Well it's 
our food. 

Mr Koala was very upset be
cause people wanted to chop 
down his home. SOB, SOB, SOB. 

MICHAEL PITT 5B 
Goonellabah Public School. 

Michael Pitt is a Koori kid who 
left Moree in Term 1 to go to 
Lismore with his aunt (Mrs Cope-
land). 

He works hard at school and 
his reading and writing have im
proved immensely. 

This story was entered in a 
World Environment Day competi
tion last month and was displayed 
at Lismore City Hall. 

Happy Birthday! 

Happy Birthday Billy. He was 
5 on July 12 and Chrissy wil 
be 7 on July 24. 

Love from M u m m y , Daddy, 
Bonny, Ray, Damien, Noel, 
Chucka and Uncle Stu. 

Which box? 
See if you can solve this puzzle in 

less than a minute. 
Only one ot these boxes is emp

ty. 
The empty box is not in the mid

dle 
Of the other two, there's a letter 

in the box on the opposite end to 
the one that has not got a flower on 
it. 

Can you find the 
differences? 

The artist had made eight changes to these pictures. Can you find the differ
ences? 

Draw a circle around the changes when you find them. 
Check your list with the answers on the Page 17. 

A 

* 

B 

C 
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Can you help the kids find their homes? 
Follow these instructions to find out where the kids live 
Dylan lives in a house with a stiped roof. 
On his way to the shop he passes all the other kids' houses. 
Leroy lives next door to a house with a stiped roof, and on his 

way to the shop he meets Joshua. 
Jasmine's house has an odd number. 
Mrs Bolt's house has a tile roof. She doesn't have any 

children, but a child walks past her house on the way to the 
shop. 
Joshua lives on the corner beside the main road. 
Jasmine lives in a house opposite Dylan, and beside Patti. 
Sarah lives in a house opposite Patti and beside Peggy. 
Patti lives on a corner. Peggy is the closest to the shop. 

«4Wfc 

6 
Competition winners 
Hi kids, Adam and Shannon have each 

This week we announce the won $20 *nd a beautiful book 
lucky winners of our 'Name the supplied from Aboriginal Studies 
Lizard' competition. Press- Australian Institute of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies, Canberra. 

They are: Adam Paden, of 
Ballina, New South Wales, and 
Shannon Shaw from Manoora, 
Cairns, Queensland. 

V If FCttEAM T\ 
Dpn(Z3 

A 4^h 

ANSWERS 
V xog :e|zznd xog 

uB|Aa 8 'eww 
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e\z 
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Find the most words to win a book 

1 AUSTRALIA 
H o w many words can you make using 

letters from the word Australia. 
The person who can make the most words 

can win a book from Aboriginal Studies Press, 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Studies, Canberra. 
The winner's name will be published in the 

seventh edition of The Koori Mail to be 
published on August 14. 

Entries will close on August 7. 

Moogal wants a drink COLOUR ME PLEASE 

Help Moogal find his way to the waterhole for a drink. 
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KOORI MAIL 
STEPS OUT 
IN FASHION 

Wear your Koori 

Mail fashions with 

pride, quality 

sports wear made 

in Australia. 

Spray Jacket (black only) 

Sports Shirt (black or white) 

T-Shirt (white only) 

Caps (black only) 

). req 

• 
• 
• 
• 

S M 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 

L XL 

• • 
• • 
• .• 
• • 

$45 

$25 

$15 

$10 

Payment encosed cheque or money order $ 

Plus postage and handling $2 

Total payment $ 
Please forward to PO Box 117, Lismore, N S W 2480 

Please allow for a short delay in delivery 
on some articles. 

(Thanks to our models Sarah Bolt, Stuart West, Howard Van Dyke) 

"Available for Professional Assignments" 
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Getting o n with the job 
By MARCELLE MULDOON 

Fay Smith is in her 50s, has seven 
grown up children and 13 grandchildren, 
and is leading the way by example. 

She has just completed her Basic 
Skills education at the Lismore TAFE 
College and is now awaiting the results 
of her school certificate exams. 

Born and raised on the North Coast of 
New South Wales with a two-year stint 
at Matraville in Sydney's east, Fay 
learnt a lot about human relations. 

With nine brothers and sisters of her 
own, she helped with the housework 
and the children's needs. When the one 
teacher at Cabbage Tree Island had to 
leave the room, he'd ask Fay to mind 
the class. She loved that. She wanted 
to be a teacher. 

At 13, she left school. Her mother 
had recently died. No stranger to hard 
work, she became the mother figured 
performing the duties of a domestic at 
the reserve manager's house. 

She cooked, cleaned and babysat. 
For this, she received six pounds a 
fortnight and rations. 
In time, Fay married Robert Smith and 

had seven children. She also fostered 
16 other children and has probably had 
every other kid in South Lismore at her 
home over the years. 

She loves kids; it doesn't matter what 
colour they are. She has babysat her 
grandkids for 13 years and remains a 
serene, happy, confident woman with a 
mission. 

In 1979, she decided that help was 
needed for her people, so she started 
community work. 

In the past 12 years she has added 
to her list of achievements by starting 
Jarjum Pre-School; actively working at 
the Aboriginal Service Centre; being a 
committee member of the Bundjalung 
Housing Society and taking a leading 
role in the Goonellabah Neighbourhood 
Centre, otherwise known as Magpies. 

"You get more out of doing things for 
nothing than you do out of getting mon
ey for it," Fay said. 
The lack of a car is not a deterrent to 

Fay. 
"If I can get there, someone will al

ways bring m e home," she says with a 
chuckle. 

In the past 18 months Fay has had 
another family at Lismore TAFE — the 
students and the teachers. Fay loves 
them all. 

Painful arthritis and poor eyesight 
made her realise that she 'had to hurry 
up'. 

"You don't know how good you are 
until you try," she said. 

"There must be something I can't do. I 
just haven't touched on it yet!" 

"We're doing a computer course at 

the moment. I'm surprised at myself 
keeping up with the others ... but they 
make mistakes rushing." 

Fay was born with the middle three 
fingers of each hand webbed, but it has 
not to stopped her. 

"It's all out there. Whichever way I 
want to go. I never put myself down. 
Even if I seem like an old fuddy duddy 
sometimes and I am overweight and all 
that, I know I have to try," Fay says. 

"I've got an 18-year-old daughter, 
brains like I don't know what. When I 
went back to school, she said, 'no one 
will take any notice of you. It's only 
kid's stuff." 

"At least I know where I am heading. 
It's up to me. I can't sit still. I've got to 
be busy. It's handed to kids on a platter 
today. The sky's the limit. 

"It's no good whingeing about 'tough'. 
It won't get any easier for you. Life in 

general isn't that hard. You've only got 
to look at TV and see what's happening 
overseas. What are people whingeing 
about in Australia? Even when I was 
sick, I knew I had to get up and cook 
tea. It had to be done, so I did it'. 

"You've only got the moment in front 
of you and anything you really want to 
achieve you can. I've got a granddaugh
ter who wants to be a vet and another 
one who wants to be a secretary. 

"I want to help the kids." 
There are only two things that get 

Fay wild: Wasted talent and wasted 
food. 

"It gets me wild when people don't 
use their talent," Fay said. 

"Last year I used a sewing machine 
for the first time. I've always been 
frightened of machines. I made a revers
ible quilt and pillow slip. I prefer hand 
sewing. 

"It gets me wild when people overeat 
and just chuck it out. I have to remind 
them of what they are doing." 

Fay's oldest grandchild started high 
school this year at Lismore High. By the 
time her grandson has completed his 
schooling Fay could be doing what she 
really wants to be doing: Counselling 
young girls and boys. 

"I'm more or less on their side. You 
can't just stand around and watch." 
Fay says that if she has one regret it 
is that she she waited this long to get 
started. 

She has a simple approach to life and 
is a a living legend. 

If you ever see a wholesome looking 
dark lady standing on the steps of Lis
more TAFE, offer her a lift home, she 
may be looking for a ride home and your 
life may be enriched. 

Spotted in Injinoo tradition 

These irrepressible Injinoo kids could spot a camera a mile away. This junior group of tribal dancers took part in 
the Laura Aboriginal Cultural Festival. 

MINJUNGBAL 
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL CENTRE 

The Minjungbal Aboriginal Cultural Centre at South Tweed 
Heads is located within the Tweed Heads Historic Site, which 
adjoins the Ukerebagh Nature Reserve. Our aims are to pre
serve and protect the significant cultural heritage of the area 
and to provide a facility for all people to explore and enjoy the 
beauty of the native coastal bushland environment. 
L E A R N from the detailed exhibits and videos in the Centre's 
Museum how the Aboriginal people lived in what was virtually a 
paradise — which food plants they ate, how they hunted and 
fished, how they made and used tools, weapons and bark 
canoes. Also learn the fascinating history of how the traditional 
lifestyle and culture of the Tweed Aborigines were influenced by 
the influx of Pacific Islander (Kanaka) refugees from the infa
mous Queenslander "black-birding" days of the early 19th cen
tury. 
E X P L O R E the natural surroundings and see an authentic B O R A 
RING — a sacred ceremonial site which was once used for the 
ritual tribal initiation of young aboriginal boys into manhood. 
Experience the natural beauty of the area along our Nature 
Walk where you can spot a koala or watch the ibis and 
kingfishers in their native environment or safely observe the 
unique ecology of mangroves at close range. 
RELAX: W h y not bring a picnic or B B Q lunch and relax in the 
tranquil and beautiful bush setting of our picnic area. Cooking 
facilities are provided and light refreshments are available. 
SOUVENIRS: Take home authentic Australian Aboriginal arti
facts such as boomerangs, didgeridoos, bull roarers, bark painl-
mgs. nulla nullas and spears These are just some of the items 
for sale in our store to remind you of your visit to the 
Minjungbal Aboriginal Cultural Centre. 

Inside the Minjungbal Resource Museum. 

THE MINJUNGBAL ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL CENTRE 

KIRKWOOD RD., SOUTH TWEED HEADS, 2486 
TELEPHONE: (075) 54 2275 
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Advertise nationally 
With national distribution, 

The Koori Mail provides an 
ideal venue to reach 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders throughout the 
nation. 
The Mail offers competitive 

advertising rates, with 
regional daily advertising 
rates for a national 
advertisement. 
For further details contact 

John Toohey on (066) 
222 666 or fax your ad and 
instructions to The Koori Mail 
on (066) 222 600. 

Yothu Yindi: Successful 
blend of traditional, 
contemporary music 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
THOORGINE 
EDUCATIONAL 
& CULTURE CENTRE 
ABORIGINAL 
CORPORATION 

T E C C A C is calling for expressions of interest 
from Aboriginal people with good communication 
skills; dedication to achieving the best; ability to 
work as an individual and within a team 
environment; a positive attitude to all tasks 
performed, and willingness to accept limited 
responsibility/authority for duties in the following 
positions. 
Secretary (1 position — lulltime) 
Undertake secretarial and administrative duties in 
the development of TECCAC's Cultural Heritage 
Education/Tourism project on Fraser Island — 
limited tenure-
Aboriginal Park Worker (2 positions — 

runtime) 
Undertake general contract duties within the 
Great Sandy National Park on Fraser Island — 
limited tenure. 
Additional Positions include: 
Museum/Art Curator. Gardener/General Hand, 
Shop Assistant and interpretation /Guide. 
For further information or duties statements 
contact: President/Director. Mrs Shirley Foley on 
(071) 25 7226. Ml applications must be in writing 
and forwarded to: P.O. Box 363. Pialba O. 4655. 
by 31st July. 1991. 

Yothu Yindi, trom the remote Aborig
inal community of Yirrkala in north-east 
Arnhem Land, is a new force on the 
popular music scene which offers an 
easy to listen to blend of traditional 
Aboriginal and contemporary music. 

The band has taken traditional Abor
iginal music, dancing and dress and 
successfully mixed it with upbeat pop 
music. The result is a combination that 
is as Australian and as natural as Ve-
gemite on toast. This is a band that has 
found the main groove as is on its way 
to music success, gaining appreciation 
for Aboriginal talent and shows that a 
much maligned race has a lot to offer. 

This band is likely to go a long way to 
break down some of the barriers be
tween Aboriginal and white Australian 
people, and that's just what they want 
to do. 

The deep resonating sound of the 
didgeridoo blends with keyboard, drums 
and guitar. 

The pop treatment results in lively 
music, traditional Aboriginal dancing and 
powerful lyrical chanting that provides 
an uplifting performance. 

Lead singer M a n d a w u y Yunupingu, 
w h o also is the headmaster at the Yirrk
ala school in Arnhem Land, is a man 
with the determination to m a k e 
changes, whether it is in attitudes that 
prevent two cultures living in harmony or 
the education of Aboriginal children. 

Yothu Yindi is using its music to ad-

Eva Johnson 
Dramatist-Performer 

A strictly limited season of her compelling 
one-woman performance 

What do they call me 
Grand Opening Friday July 26, 10pm 

The 
Edge 

Theatre 
Corner King a 

Bray Streets, 

Newtown (near St 

Peters Station) 

Bookings & 

Enquiries 

558 7630 

Theatre 

516 1954 

Performances 

Sat. July 27. 6pm 

a 10pm 

Sun July 28. 5pm 

a 9pm 

Tickets »10 

Concession S8 

Two special Black Women's Action in Education Foundation preview 
fund raising performances by invitation only. 
July 25/26 8 p m Phone 558 7630 to enquire. 

Brought to you with the assistance of the Aboriginal Drama Section of 

vantage and influencing better relation
ships between blacks and whites, and 
the band is spearheading a new ap
proach to Aboriginal music. 

Lead singer for Yothu Yindi says the 
band, influenced by the S w a m p Jock
eys, w a s formed in 1986 as a low-key 
country and western band which moved 
into rock and roll. At the time, Manda
wuy w as studying at Deakin University in 
Canberra. 

The band, then a two-member outfit, 
was invited to play gigs at Annandale in 
Sydney where they gained some expo
sure. As S w a m p Jockeys w as fazed 
away, the two-member Yothu Yindi ex
panded to carry to S w a m p Jockey mem
bers. 

The band made its move into serious 
recording with the album 'Homeland 
Movement' which coincided with white 
Australia' Bicentennial in 1988. 
• Mandawuy says the album was re
corded at the Alberts Studio on the 
North Shore in Sydney, and it was the 
first time the band had worked with a 
producer. He says that as well as being 
good fun, the band members learned a 
few helpful tricks of the trade. 

The album w as released just before 
Yothu Yindi and Midnight Oils toured the 
United States. 

The band has continued to grow and 
now has eight members. 

They are Mandawuy Yunupingu (lead 
singer), Wityanan Marika (dancer/sing
er), Gurrumu Yunupingu (keyboard), Billy 
Yunupingu (dancer), M a k a m Yunupingu 
(didgeridoo), Cal Williams (guitar), Stu
art Kellaway (bass guitar) Hugh Benja
min (guitar) Julie Gungunbuy (vo
cals/dancer), Sophia Garrkali 
(vocals/dancer). 

At the Laura Aboriginal Cultural Festi
val, this band took to the stage as part 

of a rock concert featuring leading 
Aboriginal artists. 

The didgeridoo (yidaki) and modern 
musiccal instruments shared the scene 
in a lively performance. The traditional 
Aboriginal dancing on stage became an 
integral part of a rock concert and had 
to be seen to be beleived how well it 
can work. 

In the performance, the talented team 
of musicians, dancers and singers 
mixed two different cultures in a memo
rable performance. The Yothu Yindi per
formance highlighted the positive steps 
Aboriginal people are taking.to create 
an environment for harmony between 
two cultures which at present often live 
in conflict in an unfriendly social environ
ment. 

This band is likely to go a long way 
towards harmonising black and white 
relationships, to paving a way for treaty. 

Their recording 'Treaty' and its classy 
film clip currently is enjoying frequent 
television time and has proved very 
popular since it was shown early this 
year. 

This band is on its way to using its 
i'music to advantage and influencing bet
ter relationships between blacks and 
whites. 

It is a band with a purpose, and deter
mination, and it has a voice which is 
easy to listen to. 

Yothu Yindi has hit a new and posi
tive note which is being heard further 
afield than Australia. On the Monday 
after the concert, Yothu Yindi left for a 
three-week tour of the United States 
where Three of their performances in 
N e w York coincide with the New Music 
Seminar. 

Mandawuy w as also invited to to ad
dress the N e w Music Seminar's panel 
on: Mixing Culture In A Shrinking World'. 

Headmaster or singer, the 
objective is the same 

Manadwuy Yunupingu, the lead singer 
of Yothu Yindi, is the headmaster of 
Yirrkala school, a community education 
centre with an enrolment of about 300 
students, all Aboriginal. 

Just as Mandawuy has set his sights 
on bringing changes in attitudes through 
music and song, he set about bringing 
changes to the education system. 

Looking for a balance between Abor
iginal learning and white education, 
Mandawuy worked on a way to blend 
the two systems and come up with a 
curriculum that satisfied traditional 
Aboriginal teaching and the modern day 
necessities of reading, writing and arith
metics. 

He started working on this project in 
1986 while he was doing his Bachelor 
of Arts at Deakin University, Canberra. 

At first he met resistance, even from 
his own Yothu Yindi people from which 
the band has taken its name. 

Eventually a curriculum to suit the 

Board of Studies was agreed on, and 
now the students learn about legends, 
their relationship to the land, bushcraft 
and participate in ceremonies, as well 
as learning the accepted education re
quirements. 

He says such a system gives Aborig
inal people some control over their edu
cation and enables the right principles 
and values to be taught. 

Manadwuy says that although there 
w a s s o m e negative reaction at first, 
even from his own people, that this had 
changed and the system had potential 
to extend to other schools. 

His work within the education system 
and through Yothu Yindi are aimed at 
brining about better understanding and 
relations between black and white 
people. 

He says Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
relations are at a critical stage, but that 
blacks and white can live in harmony. _ 

Handcrafted by Bunjulung & Gooreng Gooreng Tribes 

P.O. Box 225 Kyogle N e w South Wales 2474 Australia 
Telephone: (066) 32 2326 

Manufacturers of Aboriginal Artefacts. 
Available for sale direct to the public 
Boomerangs, Nulla Nullas, Spears, Didgeridoos, 
Clap Sticks, Bull Roarers and Dot Art Painting. 
Wholesale enquiries welcome. 
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Unexpected invitation 
leads to film career By VICKI P A Y N E 

Bill Sandy's rocky introduction to school life fortunately 
was in sharp contrast to a smooth entry to a film career in 
his adult years. 

The young school starter was refused entry into the 
Wiangaree School (north coast of New South Wales) because 
of his colour and therefore needed to travel to Stoney Gully for 
his education 

Bill was born in 1929 into a family of 10 brothers and sisters. 
He grew up in the Wiangaree/Kyogle district where life for a 
young Aboriginal lad often had its share of difficulties. 

Even so, Bill described his childhood as 'normal' childhood, 
travelling from town to town. 

It was a few years down the track that Bill got his unexpected 
introduction to life before the cameras. 

He was working for the Brisbane City Council when his niece 
asked him to accompany her to an audition for an acting part. 
Although he hesitated at first he decided to go along to give his 
niece moral support 

To his surprise, he was also asked to audition for a part. 
After serious consideration and discussion with a few friends 

and family members, he figured he didn't have much to lose by 
just reading the script. And so a fortnight later he auditioned for 
the part of Skippy in the now well-known movie 'Fringe 
Dwellers'. 

This first test of his acting skills became Bill Sandy's first 
claim to fame. 

He portrayed Skippy, a down and out tribal elder, lost in 
society trying to make it back in his world. 

Bill says the movie set hit pretty close to home as the 
conditions in which the Fringe Dwellers' characters lived were 
not unfamiliar surroundings in the real life of Bill Sandy. 

Skippy provided the stepping stone into movies such as 
'Crocodile Dundee 11' with Paul Hogan, 'The Last Frontier' 
starring Linda Evans and Jack Thompson, The Surfer'. 

He was also in demand for a variety of roles in mini series 
and for voice overs. 

A few years have passed since Bill's last acting credits, and 
although he is now unofficially retired, he said he would 
seriously consider any offers that were put to him, especially if 

they involved children's shows. 
Bill hopes that one day in the not so distant future, a casting 

agency will be opened, owned and operated by Aborigines for 
Aborigines, opening the way to show the talents that so many 
of his people possess. 

These days, Bill, now a-born-again Christian, devotes a lot of 
his time to crusading, stressing a view that Christianity is 
important to bring Aboriginal people together. 

BILL S A N D Y — a decision to provide a little moral 
support had unexpected consequences. 

WEDDING IN 
THE FAMILY? Just married, had a 40th or 

50th wedding anniversary in the 
family or a special gathering of 
relatives, or has someone had a 
special birthday? 

Wouldn't your friends and 
relatives love to see the 
pictures? 

If you would like a 
photograph published in The 
Koori Mail send us the 
photograph. 

Address it to The Koori Mail, 
PO Box 117, Lismore, New 
South Wales 2480. 

Yes, a colour photograph can 
be reproduced successfully in 
black and white. 

Make sure you include your 
address so we can return the 
photograph. With national distribution, The 
Koori Mail provides an ideal 
venue to reach Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders 
throughout the nation. 

The Mail offers competitive 
advertising rates, with regional 
daily advertising rates for a 
national advertisement. 

For further details contact 
John Toohey on (066) 222 666 
or fax your ad and instructions 
to The Koori Mail on (066) 
222 600. 

Mail can be directed to The 
Koori Mail, PO Box 117 Lismore, 
New South Wales 2480. NEWS FLASH!!!!!! 

BIG PARTY IN NEWCASTLE 
FAREWELL FOR JOHN HEATH 

(Moving to Queensland) 
WHERE? .. . Wollotuka Aboriginal Education 

Centre — Newcastle Uni. 
W H E N ? ... 20th July, 1991 

TIME? ... 7.00 pm 
LADIES . .. Bring a plate/soft drinks/munchies 
M E N .. . Pay $5 (I know, sexist, but practical) 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT 8.00 O'CLOCK 
KEG(S) AND WINE PROVIDED — EVERYONE WELCOME 
SPREAD THE WORD — CONTACT No. (049) 21 6861 
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CAPE 
YORK 
ABORIGINAL 
Cultural Festival 
3 days of Dance, 
Music & Rodeo 

at 
LAURA 

North Queensland 
July 5-71991 BY POPULAR DEMAND 

Now you can buy your own screen 
printed T-shirt from the Cultural event 
of the year. 
Produced in Cape York with traditional 
Aboriginal designs from the north. 
No req S M L XL XXL 

• • • • • • $20 
Payment enclosed cheque or money order $ 
Plus postage and handling $ 2 
Total payment $ 

Please forward to Koori Mail, P O Box 117, Lismore, 2480 

The Coloured Stone line-up is Jhon Jhon Miller (bass guitarist), Jo Jo Coleman (lead 
guitarist), Jason Scott (drums) and Buna Lawrie (lead singer/songwriter). Russell Guy, 

not pictured, played the didgeridoo at the Laura Aboriginal Cultural Festival. 

Coloured Stone aware 
of community needs 
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Coloured Stone, based in Towns
ville, continues to maintain links with 
the Aboriginal communities. 
Lead singer Buna Lawrie, who 

was one of the founding members 
18 years ago, says Coloured Stone 
is the only Aboriginal band to go out 
to the communities. 
The band takes its music out to all 

the North Queensland Aboriginal 
communities up to Thursday Island, 
and from Alice Springs to Darwin in 
the Northern Territory. Buna be
lieves such contact is important as 
a lot of communities have problems 
with booze. 
Buna is acutely aware of problems 

in Aboriginal communities and 
believes bands could take a some 
happiness into those communities 
by taking the bands to those 
people. 
He slated bands as being 'too 

lazy, or too weak, to go'. 
Buna speaks of the better atmo

sphere such a venture can create. In 
a moment of reflection he talked 
about seeing the faces at such com
munity concerts, and how their 
faces 'tell the story' of what it 
means to the people in the commu
nities. 
As well as taking their music to 

the people in remore communities, 
the band members believe in en
couraging community members to 
start their own bands and conducts workshops to teach guitar and drums. Some participants have gone on 

to form their own bands, including 
Black Magic whose members come 
from the Aurukun community, Cape 
York. 
Buna says that sometimes they do 

not make any money from some ol 
these trips but that the happiness 
and opportunity for dancing that it 
gives these communities makes it 
worthwhile. 
Even though it has been a long

time since the band recorded Black 
Boy', Buna says that sometimes 
they are asked to play it many times 
during a gig. 
He says 'Black Boy' and 'Dancing 

In The Moonlight' have a message. 
Coloured Stone has recorded sev

eral albums. They are: 'Koonibba 
Rock', Island of Greed', Black Rock 
From The Red Centre', 'Human 
Love', 'Wild Desert Rose' and 'Cra
zy Mind'. 
The seventh album will be record

ed on the Gold Coast this month. 
The album will include some songs 
with a move towards rap. 
Buna says that it is hard being an 

Aboriginal band in a competitive 
music industry, because there is a 
lot of racism in the industry. 
"Being an Aboriginal Rock Band is 

double hard," Buna said. 
He spoke of difficulties in getting 

radio stations to play their songs. 
"We do it the hard way. W e have 

got to keep pushing so the wa" breaks down." "It's not Baghdad, we are just making music." 



Canadian Indians note 
parallel problems Three Canadian Indians, E m m a 

Kytwayhat, Marilyn Shirt, and Marion 
Dinwoodie (pictured), flew in to at
tend a women's conference held at 
Laura the week before the Laura 
Aboriginal Culture Festival. 
These women spoke of the paral

lels between the problems for the 
American Indian and the Aborigines. 
While the problems were similar 

today, the Indians had endured the 
problems for about 400 years com
pared with 200 years for the Austra
lian Aborigines. 
The women spoke of children be

ing sent to boarding schools, just as 
the Aborigines had been sent to 
mission schools. 
The Canadians said that the chil

dren had suffered a lot of physical 
and sexual abuse, were forced to 
work hard, and were punished for 
speaking their language. 
Sometimes the children were kept 

from their families for years. 
As Aboriginal people were often 

moved away from these communi
ties, Canadian Indians were taken 
from Alaska to California. Like the 
Aboriginal children, there were en
forced adoptions. 
These women spoke of unresolved 

pain among their people, just as 
there is among the Aboriginal 
people. 
There has been movement to

wards healing the boarding school 
experience. 
They told of a national conference 

where women spoke out about their 
experiences. This was seen as the 
beginning of a healing process for those people. They told how the unresolved pain of these people would 'bubble up'. 

The women say that the Aboriginal 
people are looking for help, that 
they have the capability, creative 
ability, intelligence but they haven't 
got the education, but thet they 
have got hope. 
When talking about what they had 

found in Australia, Mariyln said: "The 
thing that struck me the most was 
the amount of pain — the fresh un
healed pain." 
Marilyn is doing consultancy work 

for the Richmond Fellowship in New 
Zealand, which does therapeutic 
work for people people who have 
long-standing emotional problems. 
E m m a is a police officer and Mari

an works for the Indian and Metis 
Affairs Secretariat in Saskatchewan. 
Marian says the Secretariat over

sees granting for three different pro
grams, a native career development 
program, an Indian economic devel
opment program, and a native busi
ness development program. 
The Secretariat administers fund

ing for two women's groups. 

Acknowledgement 
The Koori Mail acknowledges that a 

story about sacred sites which 
appeared in the first edition of the 
Mail on May 23 was from a book, 'Our 
Land, Our Spirt', by Jolanda Nayutah 
and Gail Finlay. 

POSITION VACANT 
FOR SALE 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
H E A L T H ISSUES 

MEETINGS TO HAPPEN 
NEW ENTERPRISES 

Doesn't it make sense to 
advertise in a paper read by the 
Aboriginal community. 
Our advertising rates are 

reasonable and will save you 
money. 
Get smart, advertise in the 

Koori Mail. 
Phone (066) 22 2666 
Fax (066) 22 2600 
for further info. THE KOORI MAIL, WEDNESDAY, JULY 17. 1991. 23. 
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Knocking on the door 
fior a premiership 

By JOHN McMAHON 

Fresh and freckle-faced Kyogle Rug
by League full-back Ross Knox has 
twice played in a backline rated as the 
best in country New South Wales, yet 
has still to play in a premiership-winning 
team. 
For Woden Valley Rams in the 1976 

Monaro competition, Knox teamed with 
international winger Larry Corowa and 
former Balmain five-eighth Percy Knight. 

Corowa, now with the Gold Coast 
Seagulls, and Knox, are almost certainly 
the only two from that team in the game 
some 15 years later. 

Fit, keen and still sharp at 38 years 
of age, Knox is now a vital part of the 
Kyogle Turkeys backline, which con
tains sensational centre Audley Walker 
and speed machine David Briggs. 
Born at Goondiwindi and brought up 

at the nearby Toomalah Mission, Knox 
always was a talented sportsman. 
Captain of the cricket and Rugby 

League teams at Narrabri West Public 
school, he also became one of that 
region's leading Soccer and basketball 
players. 
At school he played hooker, but most 

of his senior football has been in the 
backline. 
His Rugby League career took off 

after he joined the Public Service and 
moved to Canberra in the early seven
ties. 
A highlight was to win selection and 

play on the wing for Monaro against the 
touring English Rugby League team at 
Seiffert Oval, Canberra, in 1979. 
Against England, he came up against 

rugged English forward Jim Mills, who 
later in his career received a lengthy 
suspension for stomping on a player. 
Knox vividly remembers a bonecrushing 
tackle by Mills. 

Knox had nine seasons with the Wo
den Valley Rams, one with Queanbeyan 
Blues, and one with the Queanbeyan 
Kangaroos, before moving to the North 
Coast in 1987. 

High points in his Rugby League ca
reer, apart from the game against Eng
land, were a three-try effort from five-
eighth for Woden Valley against Can
berra Tigers in 1978, and an almost 
length-of-the-field try from fullback 
against Byron Bay last season. 

The try against Byron Bay secured a 
place in the semi-finals for Kyogle. 

GUNGIL JINDIBAH CENTRE 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Education Centre) 
The University offers a range of accredited courses 
specifically for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
including the: 

Tertiary Bridging Certificate (TBC) 1 year full-time 

Associate Diploma of Health Science (Aboriginal Health 
and Community Development) 2 years full-time, 4 years 
part-time 

Associate Diploma of Business (Aboriginal Business 
Development) 2 years full-time, 4 years part-time 

These courses are co-ordinated jointly by the Centre and 
relevant faculties. Preference in admission is given to 
Koories/Murries. Successful completion of the TBC enables 
entry to most accredited programmes at the University. The 
Health course qualifies people for employment as health 
workers and the Business course for work in the private or 
public sector. The University also offers a wide range of 
mainstream programmes in the areas of education, health, 
business, tourism, sport, environmental science, art, music and 
media. 

For information on application procedures please ring 
(066) 20 3955 or write to the Centre. 

L 
UNE 
NORTHERN RIVERS 

• P.l :-JSW24B0. 
22 1300 

In 1977 he shared the Monaro Rugby 
League best and fairest award. 
There have been some low points. 

The bitter disappointment of a 17-0 de
feat after making the Monaro League 
grand final in 1986 sticks most in his 
memory. 
Last year he played for Kyogle in the 

Group One grand final against Casino 
and intended to retire if the Turkeys had 
won. 
One of the safest handlers in the 

game, he handles pressure situations 
admirably, and knows just when to 
chime into a backline movement. 
Against Ballina last Sunday, Kyogle 

centre Audley Walker was stopped 
about 10m from the line. 
Walker lobbed a ball out towards the 

sideline, and Knox came from nowhere 
to take the ball on his fingertips, and 
send winger David Briggs in for a bril
liant try. 
He speaks highly of his Woden Valley 

coach, Trevor Barnes, a Jack Gibson 
protege, and has tremendous admiration 
for former Kyogle captain-coach David 
Grant. 
"Grant's presence on the field could 

really lift a side," he said. 
The admiration is mutual, with Grant's 

comments summing up the value of 
Knox as a team man. 
"Knoxxie is a great positional player. 

He is always right where he should be. 
You can always depend on him," he 
said. 
It was Grant who signed Knox when 

he came to the North Coast. 
Knox had attended a training session 

at another Group One club but had 
gained the impression that he was not 
welcome. 

Knox rates Kyogle's Audley Walker, 
Casino RSM centre David Torrens and 
former Marist Brothers centre Bernie 
MacDonald as the best players he has 
seen in Group One. 
"I'm amazed that Audley did not join a 

Winfield Cup club. He could have gone 
anywhere in the game," he said. 
"But now he seems happy to remain 

in this region." 
The Kyogle fullback has seen few 

better referees than Lismore's Brian 
Grant, who is now a prominent Winfield 
Cup first grade referee. 

"Grant knows how to communicate 
with players, and this leads to mutual 
respect," he said. 
In Canberra Knox played against Bal

lina Seagulls forwards Brett Coombes 
and Col Brinkley, who were with the 
West Belconnen club. 

International prop Sam Backo, then 
known as '15-minute Sam', was another 
clubmate at Woden Valley. 

He also played against international 
second-rower Gavin Miller, then an as
piring centre three-quarter. 

Knox was offered a trial with Balmain 
when Corowa and Knight joined the 
Tigers, but decided to remain in Canber
ra. 
He has been in the Public Service for 

most of his working life and is the hous
ing loans officer in Lismore for the Abor
iginal and Torres Strait Islander Com
mission. 
If Kyogle does win the 1991 Group 

One grand final, ever-young Ross Knox 
will hang up his boots with great satis
faction. 
How long they will stay hung up is 

another question. 
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A file picture of Ross Knox in action. (Picture Courtesy ot The Northern Star). 
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