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Deprivation inked to mental 
health problems in Aborigines The recent N S W Mental Health Re
port indicates there is a strong 
association between childhood 
disruption, employment difficul
ties and mental health problems. 

Mental distress is common in Aboriginal 
communities but by far the greater pro
portion of distress is related to environ
mental and 'reality factors' — mental 
health problems rather than mental disor
ders. 

The Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody highlighted the fact 
tnat many Aboriginal people with mental 
disorders were inappropriately impris
oned and died in custody 

During imprisonment they did not receive 
adequate psychiatric assessment or 
care 

A survey conducted for the report indicated 
a strong association between childhood 
disruption, employment difficulties and 

mental health problems, 
A disturbed childhood and /or employment 

difficulties increased the likelihood of a 
diagnosis of a mental health problem in 
adult life. 

Significant factors were separation from bi
ological parents, neglect and institutional-
isation. 

A large number of mental health problems 
were associated with reality factors and 
difficult life situations. 

'Stolen generations' 

A survey, conducted at Redfern and Taree 
Aboriginal Medical Services, identified 
specific problem areas, such as 'stolen 
generations', people who have problems 
caring for their children because they 
were never cared for, people who have 
suffered abuse or neglect as children. 

The survey showed that mental health 
problems are among the most common 

Tickner visits exhibition 

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, left, meets with the 
Lee C o m b o from the Koori Mail at the Mail's stand at the Lions Haven 
Aboriginal Art Exhibition held at Broadbeach on the Gold Coast. S ee pages 
11, 12, 13 and 14 for pictures taken at the s h o w which w a s held last month. 

clinical problems at these Aboriginal 
Medical Services. 

Although emotional and psychological dis
turbance was recognised as co m m o n 
problems among Aboriginal people, the 
report said the mental health of Aborig
inal people was neglected in New South 
Wales. 

A quarter of the participants in the survey 
were diagnosed as having a mental 
health problem at some time during the 
survey period. 

Although the report stated it was difficult to 
assess the degree to which mental 
health problems were related to reality 
factors and social conditions, it said that 
many drug use problems, depressions 
and anxiety states were associated with 
these factors. 

It said the present escape route was death 
by overdose 

The report said there had been eight early 
teenage deaths from overdose in Red
fern since early 1990. 

While mainstream mental health services 
were available they were not used by 
Aboriginal people who needed them, the 
report said. 

In some places where Aboriginal people 
comprised one third of the population, 
the mental health team said they had not 
seen any Aboriginal clients. 

in a few places where Aboriginal people 
had used the mental health service it was 
because of their relationship with a par
ticular worker. 

The problem is compounded by the lack of 
culturally appropriate services or educa
tion programs for Aboriginal mental 
health workers. 

Mental health services are organised and 
delivered by non-Aboriginal mental health 
workers. 

There are no funded positions for Abor
iginal mental health workers in N e w South 
Wales 

Of the health workers who participated in a 
survey, 70 percent said they had had 
some exposure to cross-cultural issues 
during their training, but only 26 percent 
could recall the inclusion of Aboriginal 
health, history or cultural issues in their 
training. 

On many occasions this was a one-hour 

lecture given by a non-Aboriginal person. 
Most of the health workers surveyed want

ed to be better informed. 
The report says that mental health policy 

should be developed in consultation with 
Aboriginal people and recognise the 
unique position of Aboriginal Australians 

It said that accessible and acceptable 
community-base mental health services, 
not hospital-based services, were 
needed to address mental distress in 
Aboriginal people communities. 

The only aspect of Aboriginal mental health 
that has been recognised and funded 
had been alcohol rehabilitation services, 
but the mental health problems people 
faced were not just drug and alcohol-re
lated problems. 

It said that while alcohol and intravenous 
drug use problems were significant, there 
were no resources at Redfern to provide 
programs Aboriginal people at risk and 
thus provide intervention at an early 
stage. 

Such programs were seen as a way of 
providing an escape route from the on
going cycle of 'detox, rehab and binge'. 

Often drug and alcohol problems were 
associated with other distress. 

The report said future mental health ser
vices that were established must develop 
alongside programs that were directed 
towards wider social and environmental 
improvements, such as better education 
and employment opportunities, and im
proved housing. 

Aboriginal people needed more choice in 
their daily lives and the power to deter
mine their own and their children's future. 

But while culturally specific health services 
are needed, without other social and po
litical changes the benefits would be 'triv
ial'. 

The report says: "The underlying causes of 
the physical and emotional ill-health prev
alent in Aboriginal communities lie in the 
continuing social, political and economic 
disadvantage that Aboriginal people ex
perience. 

"Aboriginal people must identify the needs, 
develop the solutions, deliver the service 
and education strategies Co-operation 
from non-Aboriginal mental health profes
sionals and funding agencies is needed." 
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•EDITORIAL-
The Cabinet decision to 

ban mining at Coronation 
Hill in Kakadu National Park 
can be seen as a positive 
step toward a better 
understanding of Aboriginal 
beliefs by non-Aboriginal 
Australians. 
Although it has been a 

10-year battle for the 
Jawoyn people to prevent 
mining in Bula country, the 
sensitivity of the Prime 
Minister, Mr Bob Hawke, 
who took a public stand in 
defence of Aboriginal 
culture, may signal a move 
toward more sympathetic 
decisions in the future. 
While the decision is 

welcome, his methods are 
questionable. 
His public stand at a 

politically sensitive time 
while the Labor Party was 
still smarting from the 
Keating leadership 
challenge, he left the 
Cabinet little choice but to 
fall in line with his wishes or 
face further destructive 
challenges within the party. 
Political parties and Prime 

Ministers will come and go 
and new threats to the area 
may occurwith a new 
government, but for the time 
being Bula can remain 
undisturbed. 
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Judith Wright 
o; — fulfilling w 

o a promise o 
When Judith Wright's work for the Aboriginal 

Treaty Committee came to an end in 1983, she 
made a promise along with other committee mem
bers, to do what she could to keep the issue of 
justice for Aboriginal people alive. 

'Born of the Conquerors: Selected Essays', by 
Judith Wright, released on June 30 by Aboriginal 
Studies Press, is a further attempt to fulfil her 
promise to Aboriginal people and a message to all, 
about our need to care for the land. 

Judith Wright is perhaps Australia's best known 
poet. She has also published children's books, doc
umentary histories and numerous essays. 
The book is comprised of 21 essays by Judith 

Wright. These essays were previously published 
separately in a wide variety of journals and other 
publications. 

They range from the autobiographical through 
political comment to literary criticism. 

Judith Wright's strong concerns for the survival of 
Aboriginal culture and the environment, is a common 
thread through her works. 

Aboriginal Studies Press is the publishing arm of 
the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies, Acton House, Acton, Canber
ra; Telephone (06) 246 1111. 
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Four editions 
old and w e 
are national! Alice Springs to Adelaide, 

Bundaberg to Bourke, Cairns 
to Coober Pedy, Dimbulah to 
Derhancourt . . . the Koori 
Mail is there. 

The early success of the 
Koori Mail has exceeded our 
expectations. 

In our first edition we said 
'the first edition will be dis
tributed throughout N e w 
South Wales, Queensland 
and Victoria with plans to go 
national as soon as possi
ble'. 

By the third edition, The 
Koori Mail was being distrib
uted in Victoria, South Aust
ralia, Queensland, Northern 
Territory, New South Wales 
and the ACT. 

The Koori Mail is now be

ing distributing in Tasmania 
and Western Australia as 
well, with the Mail available 
through many newsagents in 
those States. 

The Koori Mail is air 
freighted to remote areas to 
ensure it reaches agents 
quickly. 

If your local newsagent 
does not receive The Koori 
Mail, ask them to contact our 
office or our distribution com
pany to ensure supply. 

Telephone John Toohey at 
the Koori Mail on (066) 
22 2666, or fax (066) 
22 2600, or telephone Terry 
Gomersall at the Internews 
Distribution Company, on (02) 
707 4577, or fax (02) 
708 6025. DOOUGAR fccMlRRlGAM b^a* 

BITTER, SWEET MEMORIES 
A recent visit to Cabbage Tree Island 

(Far North Coast of New South Wales) 
brought back some happy memories, 
and unfortunately some sad ones. 

I was born there in 1918 and made 
some great mates at school including 
Dick Roberts who went on the become 
the best Aboriginal Rugby League play
er ever produced on the North Coast 
(New South Wales), Keith Cook, Colin 
Kapeer and Laurie Ferguson. 

I can still recall the excitement of a 
trip to Ballina by riverboat with my 
mother who went shopping when the 
cane cheque came in, but even then we 
were not allowed to forget that we were 
an inferior race, as we were only al
lowed to travel at the stern of the boat. 

The saddest time of the year was 
when officers from the not very aptly 
named Aboriginal Protection Board 
came around and forcibly took children 
from their screaming hysterical mothers, 
the children were then sent away to 
homes to be trained as cheap domestic 
slaves. 

I believe my father Jack along with 
his brother Harry, Ben Bolt, Jack Cook, 
Jack Kapeer and Tom Hart were among 
the first blacks to settle on Cabbage 
Tree Island and clear the scrub to start 
cane growing, as cane took two years 
to mature there were some lean times in 
between, when damper and gunj gunj 
tea (tea without sugar) was the staple 
diet. 

A manager named Baker expelled my 
father from the Island when I was 10 
years old as he refused to be an Uncle Tom (arse-licking black) I had a lump in my throat leaving the only mates I had ever had, but it turned out to be a blessing in disguise as my brother and I 2 THE KOORI MAIL, WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 1991 

were then able to attend a normal public 
school, school on the Island at the time 
only went to fourth grade. 

Naturally we were the target for the 
usual racist jibes, but we had learnt to 
roll with the punches, as if we started a 
fight we always got the blame. 

Our first home at Broken Head was 
disused dairy bails, as my father was 
fencing for the farmer, but he did build a 
slab hut later on three acres he took on 
clearing lease. 

I feel sorry for children leaving school 
now, but they were a lot tougher then, 
as the only job I could get was cutting 
firewood, which I did for six years. 
When I managed to get into a cane-cut
ting gang and received my first pay in 
an envelope — what a thrill! 

After five years in the army I settled in 
Sydney and found city people much 
more tolerant and sociable. 

Over the years a lot of do gooders 
have paid lip service to the problems of 
the blacks, but the only one who put his 
money where his mouth was, was 
Gough Whitlam. Thanks to him they now 
have free legal aid, dental and medical, 
respectable housing, and most impor
tant a chance to further education. 

My advice to Aboriginal children is to 
take full advantage of it, as without 
education life cannot be fully enjoyed 

REG COMBO, 
Kurri Kurri, NSW 

A WHITE NOMAD'S VIEW 
I live with the land because I believe 

the land is the root of all creation. 
I have travelled around this land, seen 

the exploitation of the white man, and 
chosen my lifestyle after learning to live 
with nature and talking and living with 

the original owners of this land. 
Travelling has taught m e a lot about 

this land. 
I have come to appreciate things that 

the white majority take for granted, for 
example, the trees, the air that I 
breathe, bird calls and our association 
with the animals. 

I cannot live with society's condition
ing. 

I first came to hear of the Aboriginal 
ways in my home State of Tasmania, 
and the treatment of them by a so 
called democratic society in which you 
are not allowed to be different. 

It's this attitude towards others of a 
coloured race and different people in 
general that has turned my attention 
away from it. 

Being free of it's thought patterns I 
am able to live a better life. 

I live in a two-man tent in the bush 
and live like this by choice, because to 
understand something better, I believe 
you have to live with it. 

Living the way I do has taught m e a 
lot about the Aboriginal way of life and I 
would much rather live their way than 
the bent way of the white society. 
Their way of life is the basis of mine 

in the sense that I respect everything's 
way of life without change or force to 
change. I live with everything and it 
seems that everything is accepting me. 

Hearing and reading about the Abor
igines as a race of people whose only 
wish was to live on this land without 
causing any problems and the whole
sale destruction of their culture by the 
whites for no reason other than the 
establishment of a colony has made m e violently ill. This perspective is not shared by many people, however, and attitudes 

need to be brightened by trying to reas
sess their view towards it. 

I believe no compensation will ever 
repay what we have done, however, 
recognising their efforts and apprecia
tion of the fact that they lived here 
before the arrival of a plague called 
white men would ease the strain in rela
tions. 

TEX, 
Lismore, NSW 

VALUABLE CONTRIBUTUION 
The first edition of the Koori Mail has 

just arrived in my office. 
I am delighted that the hard work and 

initiative of so many people has finally 
come to fruition. 

The paper will make a most valuable 
contribution to the well being not only of 
the Koori community, but also of the 
wider community. 

Please accept my warmest congratu
lations and prayers for the success of 
the Koori Mail. 

B R U C E A SCHULTZ, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Grafton. 

DIFFICULTIES KNOWN 

Congratulations on your first issue of 
the Koori Mail. 

As a Koori who has spent more than 
30 years working in the media interna
tionally, I know just how difficult it can 
be. 

The Mail is something that all Kooris 
should try to get their hands on as a 
source of information. 

Good luck! _„ 
PHILIP McLAREN, 

Newport Beach, NSW. 



Health officials issue 
Hepatitis A warning Health authorities last week warned 

about an increase in Hepatitis A which they 
fear may be connected to changing sexual 
practices following the AIDS scare. 
The New South Wales Health 

Department's chief health officer, Dr Sue 
Morey, said more than 250 cases had 
been reported in Sydney's central and 
eastern suburbs this year. 
The state recorded a total of 104 cases 

of Hepatitis A last year, while the national 
total reached 530 in 1990 

Dr Morey said similar rises had been 
noted in Victoria, South Australia and 
Western Australia. 

She said that while detailed information 
was not yet available, changing sexual 
practices might be a factor. 
"It obviously is a possibility, given that a 

lot of reported cases have been in the 
younger age group and in homosexuals," 
she said 

Dr Morey said the best advice was to be 
careful about personal hygiene, such as 
washing hands before eating and after 
going to the toilet and not sharing towels or 
eating implements 

She said Hepatitis A was a very 
contagious virus and people who came into 
close contact with someone with the virus 
should see a doctor and have a blood test 
"An injection of immunoglobulin may 

prevent the development of Hepatitis A, or 
render the illness less severe if a person is 
already infected," she said. 
Symptoms include jaundice, nausea, loss 

of appetite, stomach trouble, dark urine 

and a general feeling of being unwell. 
Dr Morey said a person with Hepatitis A 

was infectious from about a week before 
the first symptoms developed and for 
about a week after the jaundice showed 
up. 
Dr Basil Donovan, head of Sydney 

Hospital's sexual health centre, said that 
when AIDS hit, homosexuals cut down on 
their number of sexual partners and 
Hepatitis A cases plummeted 
That meant some homosexuals were 

now susceptible to the virus because they 
had not had it before and had no immunity 
to it, he said. 

He said condoms did not protect against 
Hepatitis A and it appeared that 
homosexuals were beginning to increase 
their number of partners again. 

Protesters disrupt opening of 
$3 m centre for sacred objects 
Protesters last week disrupted the 

opening of a $3 million centre in Alice 
springs which had been built to house 
sacred objects widely-known as the 
crown jewels of Aboriginal artefacts. 
Few of the items — mainly from the 

Central Australian Aranda people — will 
ever be displayed because according to 
Aboriginal culture only initiated men are 
able to see them. 
About 30 demonstrators were at the 

opening of the Strehlow Research Centre in 
Alice Springs, built to house the collection 
of Professor Ted Strehlow The professor 
lived and worked at the Aboriginal commu
nity of Hermannsburg, 120 kilometres west 
of Alice Springs, from 1930 until his death 
in 1978. 
The centre was opened by the Northern 

Territory Chief Minister Marshall Perron 
The Central Land Council criticised the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Com
mission for providing $1.5 million for the 
centre 
The director of the Central Land Council, 

David Ross, said it would have been better 
to spend the money on housing for Abor
igines 
The chairman of the Central Land Coun

cil, David Long, joined the protesters who 
called for the return of the sacred objects 
to their Aboriginal owners. 

Protesters also objected to the fact that 
an Aborigine had not been included on the 
Strehlow Research Centre board 
The collection includes 17 crates of film 

and sound recordings, photographs, and 
sacred objects. 

the crates are said to contain 1200 cere
monial or traditional objects, miles of movie 
film, 7000 slides, 3000 photographs, gene
alogical records, myths, tape recordings, 
diaries, letters and maps. 
The collection was purcahsed by the 

Northern Territory government for an un
disclosed amount from Professor Streh-
low's widow, Kathleen Strehlow 

Mrs Strehlow is the director of the new 
centre. 

Aboriginal 
arts and 
crafts shop 
for Sydney 
airport 
An Aboriginal arts and crafts 
shop is to open in the overseas 
terminal at Sydney International 
Airport. 

Director Gerry Parries said the 
Rainbow Serpent had been se
lected after a lengthy evaluation 
by the Federal Airports Corpor
ation. 

The shop, which will open in 
October, will trade as the Rain
b o w Serpent. 

The shop will be opposite the 
departure gates. 
Director Gerry Parnes says 

the shop will be exposed to 
more than two million departing 
passengers annually, so a high 
volume of sales is envisaged. 
Mr Parnes, who is a senior 

partner, previously was the ma
jor shareholder in the 26-store 
retail fashion chain operated by 
Peggy Hunt Pty Ltd. 

He says that he will uphold 
the same high business stan
dards that made his company 
one of the most respected in 
the fashion industry over its 4 0 
years of establishment. 

Aboriginal leaders to 
discuss religious 

and cultural issues 
A major Aboriginal convention and 

conference will be held at the Presby
terian Conference Centre, Lennox 
Head, New South Wales, from July 19 
to 26. 

The conference will be held in two 
parts, with Pastor Bill Bird, of Sydney, 
and Pastor Peter Walker, of Mt Druitt, 
participating in the week of discus
sion. 

The first part, from July 19 to 22, 
will be for Aboriginal ministers and 
church leaders. 
Lectures will look at various as

pects of Christian life, from spiritual 
preparation to 'an all out Demonic 
attack upon the Aboriginal people.' 
It will consider what is needed in 

Aboriginal churches, the role of Chris

tian women within the Apostolic 
Church, their role in today's Aborig
inal church, and the main role of 
Aboriginal churches. 

The second part of the conference 
will be for Aboriginal organisations 
and leaders. 
Aboriginal heritage will be central 

to all discussion, which will include 
the revival of the Bundjalung tribal 
language, the present and future role 
ot tribal elders, the role of Aboriginal 
women, the need for curfews, and 
factors relating to Aboriginal commu
nities. The recent government move 
towards reconciliation between Abor
iginal and non-Aboriginal people will 
be discussed. 
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Number of subscriptions required [ ] 
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Edna appointed 
national head of 
Aboriqinal Hostels 
The appointment of Mrs Edna 

Barolits D A M as general manager 
of Aboriginal Hostels Limited was 
announ c e d recently by the 
company chairman, Mr Bernard 
Valadian. 

"The appointment of Mrs Barolits 
is a milestone for the company as 
she is the first Aboriginal w o m a n to 
hold the position," Mr Valadian 
said. 

Mrs Barolits w as employed by 
Aboriginal Hostels Limited in 
1975as a typist/clerk in its Darwin 
office. 

In her 16-year career with the 
c o m p a n y she has held the 
positions of administration officer 
and regional manager in Darwin 
followed by her promotion and 
transfer to Canberra. 

In Canberra she has held the 
positions of manager, Third Party 
Division, and assistant general 
manager, Operations. 

"Mrs Barolits promotion to 
general manageris the culmination 
of her hard work and her 
determination to serve her people," 
Mr Valadian said. 

She is a tireless worker and has 
served on the committees of 
numerous organisations, Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal, illustrating her 
concern for social justice and 
equity. 

Mrs Barlotis w as awarded the 
Order of Australia Medal in 1986 
for service to the community. 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited is a 
national company which employs 
about 460 staff and operates or 
funds m o r e than 160 hostels 
providing more than 3000 beds 
each night. 

N e w home design suits 
Aboriginal cultural needs A home with large living areas to 
meet the cultural needs of Aboriginal 
families, which also includes 'desert-
style' landscaping, was unveiled in Pas-
coe Vale, a northern suburb of Mel
bourne. 

Built by the Aboriginal Housing Board 
(AHB) of Victoria and the Aboriginal build
ing company, NEAT constructions, the 
$86,000 four-bedroom house features 
open living areas and Aboriginal designs 

Architect, Ed Billson designed a house 
with large living areas after after talks with 
the Aboriginal community. 

Mr Billson said he didn't think many ol 
the AHB houses were very well designed 

for Aboriginal families that tend to get to
gether in large gatherings and have a lot of 
people in the living spaces. 

So I turned the house around and put 
the living spaces at the back and opened 
them onto a wide verandah which over
looks the backyard," Mr Billson said. 
The front facade of the house features 

artwork and designs based on Aboriginal 
sand paintings, he said. 

Blue portholes are surrounded by red 
brick crescents to represent four women 
sitting around a waterhole, with a rainbow 
serpent depicted beneath them in red 
brick 

The side entrance to the home features 

two roughly hewn poles with Aboriginal art
work. 

However the design and artwork is sub
tle so that it does not gain too much 
attention, Mr Billson said. 

"It's a bit of a play with Aboriginal motifs 
in a western medium, which is brickwork," 
he said. 
"But we were a bit nervous . , W e didn't 

want to make it really scream". 
The AHB chairman, Mr Kennedy Ed

wards, said the house showed the Aborig
inal cultural revival could be extended to 
the building industry. 

Mr Billson said his company was design
ing two more Aboriginal homes in Mel
bourne. 

Vox Populi — daring coverage 
of multi-cultural issues 

Vox Populi, shown on SB S Television, 
is Australia's only multi-lingual current 
affairs program. 

It is a controversial, provocative and 
gutsy program, which dares to tread where 
other current affairs program do not 

Vox Populi is presented by former First In 
Line co-host Rhoda Roberts, a present
er/reporter who, in recent years has 
worked with SBS, Qantas, Broadcom and 
ABC Radio National. 

During its five-yaer history, the program 
has led the way in breaking stories affect
ing Australia's multi-cultural population 

In 1990, Vox Populi lead the way with 

stories covering such diverse issues as the 
problems arising in the Baltic republics of 
the Soviet Union and the push by some of 
Yugoslavia's republics for independence. 
Both proved to be major issues in 1991. 

It became the first current affairs pro
gram to look at the issue of an immigration 
policy for an ecologically sustainable popu
lation. 

Last year's probing stories on Aborigines 
in Redfern was well-received, especially by 
the Aboriginal community. 

In 1991 Vox Populi remains, as its title 
suggests, the 'voice of the people'. 

SBS Television says that with more than 
150 nationalities in Australia it is important 
that everyone has a chance to have their 

say, especially those often ignored by other 
media outlets simply because they have 
difficulty communicating in English. 

Its team of reporters and crew speak 
several languages between them and has 
the 'unmatched resources' of SBS Televi
sion's world-recognised subtitling depart
ment. 

The program presents forums — en
couraging healthy debate and helping vari
ous community groups understand each 
other, even if they disagree. 
Rhoda Roberts and the team present 

Vox Populi throughout Australia on Sundays 
at 7 pm, except in Adelaide where it is 
shown at Adelaide 6 30 pm. 
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YORK 
ABORIGINAL 
Cultural Festival 
3 days of Dance, 
Music & Rodeo 

at 
LAURA 

North Queensland 
July 5-71991 

DAY 1 (Friday 5 July) 
Traditional Dance 
featuring Cape York Communities 
DAY 2 (Saturday 6 July) 
Traditional Dance, Music, Sport 
and Aboriginal Rock'n Roll 
• Yothu Yindi 

* Joe Geia 
• Blekbala Mujik 
• Kev Carmody 
• Sunrize Band 
• Gus Williams 
Country Ebony Band 

• Pilurt 
• Paul Kelly (Acoustic) 
DAY 3 (Sunday 7 July) 
Aboriginal Rodeo & Country 
Music Night 

NO GROG 
FOOD. DRINKS & ARTS Available 

EASTWEST Wh', 
Fruit Juices &£• 

G R E Y H O U N D 
GHEYHOIINO'COACHES )o DISCOUNT 

Rhoda Roberts (Bundjalung Tribe) presents Vox Populi on SBS Televisions. 
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University education with 
an Aboriginal perspective 

University education with an 
Aboriginal perspective is available at 
the University of N e w England — 
Northern Rivers Campus, at Lismore, 
N e w South Wales. 

The university has an Aboriginal 
education centre at the campus which 
supports Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in their access and 
enrolment at university, and offers courses 
with an Aboriginal perspective. 

The centre was established to access 
more Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders 
to relative courses which can be taken in 
stages. 

Courses available at the centre 
specifically for Aboriginal people include 
associate diploma in health, Aboriginal 
business and development. 

Bridging courses, associate diploma and 
degree courses are available. 

An Aboriginal centre, the Gunjil Jindibah, 
was opened in 1990 as a support centre 
but became an education centre at the 
beginning of 1991 

On the academic level, students can 
sometimes have difficulty developing a 
scientific or sceptical approach because it 
is foreign to the Aboriginal way. 

The Gunjil Jindibah is aware of these 
problems and supports the students and 
provides practical help. 

Access to tutors also is available through 
the Gunjil Jindibah. 

For the Aboriginal people who want to fill 
in the gap between their education and 
tertiary entrance bridging courses are 
available 

While it is easier for Aborigines and 
Torres Islanders who have successfully 
completed a secondary education to step 
into the tertiary system many Aborigines 
and Islanders have been early school 
leavers. 

The bridging courses enables them to 
continue their education to a level that 
enables them to enter university to study 

tor an associate diploma or a degree 
course. 

The acting head of the Gunjil Jindibah, 
Mr Stephan Schnierer, says the courses 
have been developed so that the education 
process is step by step, from bridging 
course to associate diploma to degree 
course 

For example, a student may do a 
bridging course which would enable them 
to do an associate diploma of health and 
then they may choose a nursing course or 
a degree in health. 

Stephan says many people have been 
able to obtain employment at the 
completion of the bridging course, and 
some may leave the system for suitable 
employment at the associate diploma level. 

In an overview, it appears that the 
courses have a high attrition rate when 
compared with other university courses, but 
Stephan says that the usual model for 
success rates cannot be applied to these 
courses. There are many more factors 
affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. 

The success of the courses in this sector 
has been that many Aboriginal people who 
have been unable to obtain work have 
been able to enter the workforce, whether 
it is at the end of the bridging course, 
associate diploma or when they have 
gained their degree. 

Stephan says the standard model to 
gauge success overlooks the reality that 
the participants can actually get a job 
because they have developed skills. 

As well as the bridge to new 
opportunities, whether it is better education 
opportunities or employment, the centre is 
a haven for students who may be 
struggling between the demands of two 
cultures 

Besides academic assistance, the Gunjil 
Jindibah creates a comfortable 
environment for Aboriginal students where 
they do not feel threatened, consciously or 

subconsciously 
Competing with other students for the 

use of computers can be daunting for an 
Aboriginal student, so computers were 
provided in the Gunjil Jindibah to improve 
the situation. 

The Aboriginal students from a diverse 
range of backgrounds can face many 
cultural dilemmas in day to day campus life 

Stephan says they inevitably new values 
will challenge their personal beliefs. 

Many of the hidden conflicts these 
students face would not be recognised by 
non-Aboriginal people or if they were, they 
would probably have difficulty in 
understanding it. 

But with educational courses and 
support for Aboriginal people, Aboriginal 
education centres as the Gunjil Jindibah 
open an important door for the Aboriginal 
people whom Stephan says are crying out 
for an education 

Stephan says the Gunjil Jindibah shows 
recognition by the University of N e w 
England of the need and value for 
Aboriginal courses. 

Stephan recently received a $30,000 
grant to develop alternate modes of course 
delivery that are more accessible to 
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders. 

As well as the Aboriginal education 
centre at the University of New England — 
Northern Rivers, there is an Aboriginal 
centre which provides valuable assistance 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
people. 

The North Coast Institute For Aboriginal 
Community Education is an invaluable 
resource centre. 

The institute, which is autonomous, 
works in conjunction with the Gunjil 

Jindibah, and works in an advisory capacity 
for students wanting to know the 
requirements for courses. 

What's in a name? 
The name Gunjil Jindibah chosen 

for the Aboriginal centre at the 
University of New England — 
Northern Rivers campus is 
Bundjalung for the tawny 
frogmouth owl's nest. 

The Bundjalung people live on 
the Far North Coast of New South 
Wales. 

From outward appearances it is 
a brick building typical of a 
learning centre, but it is an 
important haven for Aboriginal 
people within a large education 
centre. 

As well as providing support it is 
a comfortable environment with 
education facilities for Aboriginal 
and Islander students who may feel 
threatened in the white-dominated 
education system. 

The Gunjil Jindibah was set up as 
a support centre in 1990 but 
became an education centre at the 
beginning of 1991. 

It was set up as an Aboriginal 
Participation Initiative (API) to 
encourage Aboriginal people to 
seek a university education. 

The Gunjil Jindibah has an 
effective voice at the university. 

Stephan Schnierer is the acting head of the Gunjil Jindibah Aboriginal 
education centre at the University of N e w England — Northern Rivers, N e w 

South Wales. (Picture: University ot New England — Northern Rivers) 

ABORIGINAL HOSTELS LIMITED 

ACCOMMODATION FOR ABORIGINAL AND 
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE 
Aboriginal Hostels Limited is a Commonwealth Company providing temporary accom
modation to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The Company was incorporated 
on 6 June, 1973 In Australian Capital Territory and is owned and funded by the Common
wealth Government. 

Since Its begining the Company has established a network of hostels across Australia. 
There are hostels for students, supporting mothers, aged persons, transients and homeless 
people as well as places for legal and substance abuse rehabilitees. 

Each night, Aboriginal Hostels Limited provides over 3,000 beds for Aboriginals and Torres 
Strait Islanders. 

Breaking The Cycle Of Poverty 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited plays a central role in helping to improve the lives of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. The Company helps to break the cycle of poverty and 
welfare dependence facing so many of Australia's indigenous people. Temporary relief in 
good accommodation gives many Aboriginals and Islanders a respite from the difficult 
conditions they live In. Once properly sheltered, they have the opportunity to improve their 
own lives. 
Managed By Aboriginal People 

From the very begining we saw the need to give the residents of our hostels an environment 
they can identify with — a place they can really call home. That's why Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander employees make up 91 per cent of total Company staff— making it the big
gest employer of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Residents can easilyideritify 
with hostel staff around them and live in a friendly and homely atmosphere. 

The Company's work and policy of employing indigenous people demonstrates that given 
the opportunity, Aboriginal people can effectively operate a large-scale organisation as well 
as any other group In the community. Our service to the community provides meals and 
beds In decent surroundings with modern conveniences for which the Company charges 
a reasonable tariff. 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited operates from a Central Office in Canberra and eight regional 
offices around Australia. Their locations and telephone numbers are: 

Perth: 09 227 6770 
Sydney: 02 212 3288 
Darwin: 089 81 4388 

Adelaide: 08 267 4222 
Brisbane: 07 221 3866 
Alice Springs: 069 52 6544 

Melbourne: 03 419 6577 
Cairns: 070 51 4147 
Canberra: 06 289 3880 

If you're looking for accommodation then why not give us a call at any one of these offices. 
Ask for one of our accommodation guides listing all our hostels — we'll be only too happy 
to help you. 
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From traditional 

to batik designs 
Designs developed by the 
Pitjantjatjara tribe when drawing 
in the sand have been transferred 
to fabric for their batik work. 
The Pitjantjatjara people have 

established Ernabella Arts Ine to 
market their work based on the 
desert where they live. 
Each piece of the Ernabella ba

tik is individually designed and 
hand-worked by the Pitjantjatjara 
women of Central Australia. 
Ernabella in South Australia's 

Musgrave Ranges is 44 km west 
of Alice Springs on the 
Pitjantjatjara lands, the tribal 
country of the Pitjantjatjara 
people. 
The beautiful and dramatic land

scape with red-brown hills rising 
abruptly from plains which, after 
rain, is carpeted with pink, purple, 
yellow and white flowers. 
At other times of the year the 

soft-green grey of saltbush and 
spinifex predominates, and only at 
close range does the bright red of 
mistletoe or the soft mauve of the 
native bluebell become apparent. 
The area is largely inaccessible 

and climatically extreme, hot by 
day and cold by night. This is the 
region that is reflected in the 
Pitjantjatjara people's batik work. 
The design is outlined on plain 

white fabric. The artist then re
draws the design in wax using a 
tjanting or a brush. 
Every part of the fabric which is 

waxed will retain the original 
white, softened by the seepage of 
dyes through the cracking of the 
wax coating. 
On completion of the initial wax

ing the fabric is ready to be dyed. 
The first dyeing is usually in a 
light shade with the darker col
ours introduced in each succes
sive dyeing. 
Both sun-developed and reac

tive Naphthol dyes are used. The 
waxing and dyeing processes are 
then repeated, the wax being 
used to retain earlier colours 
where so desired. 
When the artist has repeated 

this process for the last time, she 
proceeds to boil out the wax and 
the work is ready to be dried and 
ironed. 
Top quality pure cottons and 

silks are used by the artists. The 
designs have grown out of the 
practice of drawing in the sand, 
and incorporate the rich variety of 
form and colour that is seen in the 
local environment. 

GENOCIDE IN THE 
NAME OF GOODWILL In an attempt to cover up and to 

keep concealed the legal lie of terra 
nulliswhich dispossessed us of our 
land, the church and state in 
Australia have made several 
attempts to exterminate the 
indigenous people of this land. 
The two most powerful bodies in 

this country, the church and the 
state, have been and still are 
involved in this scandalous act of 
eradication of the small minority 
group fo Aboriginal and Islander 
people, all in the name of goodwill. 
The church in this country has 

always been muzzled by the State 
or Federal governments and has has 
never spoke out consistently and 
strongly on Aboriginal and Islander 
issues when all the issues have 
biblical principles about them. 
The church is heavily subsidised 

by the state in all its institutions, its 
social and welfare programs. Church 
institutions and church buildings are 
built with mainly government funds 
thus the church's false stance on 
Aboriginal issues. 
From the very beginning the 

church and state have made many 
attempts to wipe out the indigenous 
people of this land. 
First, they began by rounding us 

up like animals and shooting us 
down, hundreds of us laid out at a 
time. They poisoned our water holes 
and our flour. Although all has been 
done to the Aboriginal people we 
have survived. 
The genocidal theology that the 

church teaches and the genocidal 
gospel it preaches to the Aboriginal 
and Islander people have developed 
a people who would want to side 
with the system and support the 
status quo which is killing the 
indigenous people of this land. 
From the very beginning the 

church has been involved in taking 
away half-caste Aboriginal children 
from their parents and putting them 
in institutions in an attempt to 
Christianise them. 
Then the segregation policy was 

brought into being by church and 
state, putting us on to reserves with 
the hope that we would ultimately 
die out then they tried to integrate 
us into the white community with the 
hope that Aboriginal blood in us 
would die. 
Then the new right movement 

would have achieved its goal of a 
one-Australia policy. 
When all these attempts failed the 

church and the government of the 

By THE REV CHARLES HARRIS 

day tried another very subtle and 
diabolical method which I personally 
call GENOCIDE IN THE NAME OF 
GOODWILL by getting whites 
involved in government and 
church-funded Aboriginal and 
Islander organisations. 

If those white people are put in 
influential positions there would 
always be a projection of white 
ideas and the self-determining trust 
and self-managing motivation of 
Aboriginal and Islander people 
would be lost, thus the continued 
dying of the indigenous nation. 
This is a form of genocide in an 

attempt to 'help the poor old Abbo'. 
The church teaches a theology 

which is far divorced from today's 
problems, situations and struggle in 
the Aboriginal and Islander 
communities. 
What the church has done and is 

still doing is to bring God from a 
western middle class suburban 
perspective and project this God 
onto the indigenous people of this 
land. 
The church is teaching a theology 

that not only isolates some 
Aboriginal and Islander people from 
other Aboriginal and Islanders who 
are involved in the struggle for 
survival. This is also divisive and 
genocidal. . 
This theological approach has 

created a farcical attitude in that so 
called Christian Aborigines have a 
tendency to see themselves better 
than other Aborigines. This is 
outright Phariseeism and an attempt 
to fulfill 'the divide and rule, divide 
and conquer genocidal policy' used 
by both church and state. 
The Bible states that 'all have 

sinned', and have come short of the 
glory of God and that none are 
righteous, NO NOT ONE, therefore 
this type of theology is not biblical. 
So viciously subtle is the theology 

that it has bred Aboriginal and 
Islander pastors and ministers who 
now preach a gospel that does not 
address the current Aboriginal and 
Islander issues, all of which have 
the biblical principles backing them. 
The gospel preached by the' 

majority of Aboriginal and Islander 
pastors and ministers is a gospel 
which gets the people hyped up to a 
certain extent where they are 
always in another world far away 
from the reality of everyday life and 

struggle in the Aboriginal and 
islander community. 
Again we see here the teachings 

of the western church having a 
divisive and genocidal effect. 
The Commonwealth Government 

has bungled the whole Aboriginal 
affairs issue here in Australia and in 
an attempt to cover up all that has 
happened to the indigenous people 
of this country, the Government 
wants to gain recognition by 
international grandstanding. 
By so doing the Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, Senator Gareth 
Evans, is visiting black townships in 
South Africa. The Prime Minister, Mr 
Bob Hawke, will do so later in the 
year. 
How hypocritical can a 

Government become to have put on 
a false front to apartheid in South 
Africa when their apartheid system 
in Australia operates against its 
indigenous people. The Australian 
apartheid is ten times more subtle 
than that in South Africa. 
At least White South Africa is 

open and honest about the deeply 
intrenched hatred and racism 
towards the South African Blacks. 
The sub-machine guns, police 

dogs and batons and the fire hoses 
are openly displayed before the 
world media. The subtlety of the 
apartheid here in Australia against 
its indigenous people is that it is all 
covered up. 
Here they kill us the nice way, and 

get international recognition for so 
doing. 
How much of the $1 billion 

promised by the Hawke Government 
would trickle down to the Aboriginal 
and Islander community after money 
has been siphoned off by the white 
bureaucrats involved in Aboriginal 
Affairs. 
This would no doubt result in more 

friction in the Aboriginal and Islander 
Community and could serve as the 
last ditch effort to totally annihilate 
the indigenous people of this land. 
We the indigenous people of this 

land and one of the longest living 
cultures in this world would cry out 
to you for HELP before every last 
one of us becomes a victim of this 
'genocide in the name of goodwill'. 

MINJUNGBAL 
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL CENTRE 

The Minjungbal Aboriginal Cultural Centre at South Tweed 
Heads is located within the Tweed Heads Historic Site, which 
adjoins the Ukerebagh Nature Reserve Our aims are to pre
serve and protect the significant cultural heritage of the area 
and to provide a facility for all people to explore and enjoy the 
beauty of the native coastal bushland environment. 
L E A R N from the detailed exhibits and videos in the Centre's 
Museum how the Aboriginal people lived in what was virtually a 
paradise — which food plants they ate. how they hunted and 
fished, how they made and used tools, weapons and bark 
canoes Also learn the fascinating history of how the traditional 
lifestyle and culture oi the Tweed Aborigines were influenced by 
the influx of Pacific Islander (Kanaka) refugees from the infa
mous Queenslander "black birding" days of the early 19th cen
tury. 
E X P L O R E the natural surroundings and see an authentic B O R A 
RING — a sacred ceremonial site which was once used for the 
ritual tribal initiation of young aboriginal boys into manhood 
Experience the natural beauty of the area along our Nature 
Walk where you can spot a koala or watch the ibis and 
kingfishers in their native environment or safely observe the 
unique ecology of mangroves at close range. 
RELAX: W h y not bring a picnic or B B Q lunch and relax in the 
tranquil and beautiful bush setting of our picnic area Cooking 
facilities are provided and light refreshments are available 
S O U V E N I R S : Take home authentic Australian Aboriginal arti
facts such as boomerangs, didgeridoos, bull roarers, bark paint
ings, nulla nullas and spears. These are just some of the items 
for sale in our store to remind you of your visit to the 
Minjungbal Aboriginal Cultural Centre 

Inside the Minjungbal Resource Museum 

THE MINJUNGBAL ABORIGINAL 
CULTURAL CENTRE 

KIRKWOOD RD., SOUTH TWEED HEADS, 2486 
TELEPHONE: (075) 54 2275 
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Lighthorse 
story 

rekindled 
memories A story in the first edition ot The Koori 

Mail about Aboriginal soldiers who served 
in World War I brought back memories for 
Mrs Evelyn Crawford Snr, of Brewarrina, 
New South Wales. 

Corporal Albert Knight, who was the 
highest-decorated Aboriginal Digger to 
serve in the war, was her mother's uncle. 
She tells us that four Knight brothers 

went to war. 
Albert, William, Joseph and Bob served 

in World War I. 
Mrs Crawford believes that they proba

bly all served in the Lighhorse because 
'they always did things together'. 
Albert and Bill were born at Toorale, 

Bob was born at Louth, and Joe was born 
at Dunlop. 

It is known that Albert was born in 
1894. 
Mrs Crawford said the boys had return

ed to Louth before the war and had enlist
ed from there. 

William lost an arm during the war, 
Joseph died from dysentry and was bur
ied at Gallipoli. Albert and Bob returned 
but the legacy of the war was to cause 
Bob's early death. 

Mrs Crawford said that gas on his lungs 
from the war activities caused health 
problems for his remaining years. She re
calls being told that almost every young 
man who was old enough to enlist, Black 
and White, went to war from Louth, and 
some older men as well. 
About 18 young men enlisted from Bre

warrina. 
She tells how the war changed those 

young men when theyreturned from war. 
"All had a quietness about them when 

they came back," she said. 

Training program for 
entry to N S W Police A training package has been created 
which will enable Koori youth to join the 
New South Wales Police Police when 
the applicant does not have the Higher 
School Certificate. 

The program was devised by the New 
Careers for Aboriginals Unit in Lismore and 
will be sponsored by the Commonwealth 
Employment Service, Lismore. 

The two-part program extends until 
December 1992. 

PART ONE 
In the first part of the program, the 
participant learns keyboard and computer 
skills, studies and sits for a first aid certifi
cate and driver's licence, and reaches a 
specific level of fitness until he/she can 
swim 100 metres, all requirements for the 
Police Force. 

The participant develops learning skills 
and has an introduction to some subjects 
to be studied in Part Two. 

PART TWO 

Participants will be required to complete 
the Tertiary Preparation Course at Lismore 
TAFE in 1992. 

The Police Force requires that each ap
plicant does not have a serious juvenile 
record; and if there is an adult record if 
must be of a minimal nature; less than four 
traffic offences; be in good health and 
have a good medical record. 

Mature-age applicants can join the Police 
Force. 

Lismore TAFE requires that students 
studying the Tertiary Preparation Course be 

RATE CARD 
EFFECTIVE: 1 JANUARY, 1990 

585 2WEB 
OUTBACK RADIO - B O U R K E « °»"y street BOU^ 2MO 

Telephone: (068) 72 2333 
Fax; (068) 72 2810 

AUDIENCE REACH 
2 W E B broadcasts to a vast area of northwest N S W and southwest 
Qld, including the towns of: 
Bourke Warren Cunnamulla 
Brewarrina Nyngan Thargomindah 
Walgett Cobar St George 
Coonamble Wilcannia Lightning Ridge 
and surrounding districts. This amounts to more than 60,000 people. 
Latest surveys reveal that 9 0 % of local residents are regular 2 W E B 
listeners. 

FLAT RATE $ 1 0 
PREFERRED 
PLACEMENT $ 1 5 

ALL ANNOUNCEMENTS 30 SECONDS 
CONTACT Jim Price — Promotions Officer 

OR Wayne Harrison — Assistant Station Mgr 

at least 18 years old and should have a 
School Certificate, although consideration 
will be given to people without the certifi
cate. 

For the first part, each participant will be. 
paid a formal Training Allowance by the 
Commonwealth Employment Service and all 
necessary equipment will be paid for. 

Abstudy may be paid for the second part 
of the program. 

At the end of the second part, each 
applicant will have the academic qualifica
tions to enter the police force. 
Further details are available from Jimmy 
Budd on (066) 22 1700. 

Top award for Koori cop 
A young Bathurst police officer has 

become a role model for the youth of 
the area through his dedication to the 
local community and his sporting 
achievements. 

Constable Ian Dennis spends most of 
his spare time coaching local sports 
teams but also manages to find time to 
work with the local Towri Aboriginal 
Corporation which seeks to improve fur
ther education studies of Aboriginal 
people. 

Constable Dennis was rewarded for 
his outstanding service to his local com
munity when he was presented with 
Bathurst's Citizen of the Year Award. 
Constable Dennis, affectionately 

known to his colleagues and the com
munity as 'Spook' was chosen from 15 
nominees to take out the award. 

Constable Ian Dennis' contribution was 
recognised by the Bathurst community. 

The Citizen of the Year, organised by 
Bathurst City Council, was first present
ed in 1983 and is promoted as a Com
munity Award by Radio 2BS. 
Colleagues and community members 

nominate residents who display an out
standing personal contribution to the 
community which is above and beyond 
the duties of their chosen profession. 

Constable Dennis, 34, was born in 
Walgett. 
He was a promising young sports star 

and at the instigation of Chief Inspector 
Denis Rayner moved to Bathurst in 
1978. 
He joined St Patrick's Football Club 

where he had a successful career win
ning several premierships. 
The club recently organised a testi

monial dinner to thank him for his contin
ued support to the club. 

He was also a star of the local boxing 
ring and through his dedication to the 
sport went on to win a State title. He 
worked as a plant operator with Evans 
Shire Council for eight years before he 
decided he wanted a career with the 
N S W Police Service 

Constable Dennis joined the service 
in 1987 and has been stationed at Bath
urst on general duties since he graduat
ed form Goulburn Police Academy. 

He is often asked to address police 
at the Goulburn Academy on Aboriginal 
issues. 

Bathurst Patrol Commander, Chief In
spector Rayner, described Constable 
Dennis as a 'fair dinkum bloke' who has 
been a great ambassador for the Police 
Service, the Aboriginal community and 
as an asset to the Bathurst community. 
(Reprinted trom the April 15 Police Service Weekly) Thousands put at risk 

by new dole plan 
More than 50,000 people could be left destitute under the new dole plan which came 
into effect on Monday, according to the Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS). 

They would end up at relief agencies 'chasing an ever-diminishing number of food 
vouchers and emergency cash grants', VCOSS executive director Robert Hudson said. 

Mr Hudson disputed claims by Social Security Minister Senator Graham Richardson 
that the proposed Newstart plan would not mean large numbers of people being cut off 
from unemployment benefits. 

"Senator Richardson clearly hasn't done the sums on the figures prepared for him by 
his own department," Mr Hudson said. 

Introducing Newstart, Senator Richardson had tabled in Parliament figures showing 
$40 million would be saved on unemployment benefits this year. 

On the basis of people being cut off benefits for two to six weeks at a time, as 
required under the legislation, between 50,000 to 80,000 people would lose their 
benefits this year, VCOSS estimated. 
"The tragedy of this situation is that these people will be left financially destitute 

with no way of supporting their families," Mr Hudson said. 
Under the Newstart plan, those unemployed for more than 12 months will have to 

sign an agreement with the Commonwealth Employment Service that they will under
take training or other activities likely to increase their prospects of getting a job. 

They must reach an agreement after two interviews with the CES. 
Those unwilling to enter such a contract risk losing their unemployment benefit. 
Mr Hudson said already this year demands for emergency relief had risen by 

100 percent because of increased unemployment. 
He said the Federal Government should change Newstart rules so unemployed 

people get more than two interviews in which to negotiate an agreement with the CES 
before being cut off. Benefits should be allowed while people appealed against a decision and the rules should make it clear that people would not lose their allowance if they failed to agree to medical treatment. 
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THE KOORI MAIL 
Philosophy 

The Koori Mail is a unique, indepen
dent newspaper which examines may 
issues from a Koori perspective. 
It is the first time in Australia that 

Aboriginal people will have an undis-
torted source of information, and an 
outlet for their own views. It is also 
expected to have an impact upon the 
general community, with the aim of re
dressing prejudices and introducing 
non-Aboriginal Australians and ultimate
ly the whole world to our culture and 
our beliefs. 
The following principles will guide 

production standards and procedures: 
1:The reporting of news and views 

without fear or favour. 
2: The maintenance throughout of 

Koori beliefs and standards. 
3: The highest level of production 

values, to produce a quality newspa
per. 

4: The training of Aboriginal staff to 
ensure they are instilled with profes
sional skills to give them a high level of 
employability in the future. 
5: The dissemination of the maximum 

amount of relevant information from 
Government agencies and statutory 
bodies, with the proviso that this infor
mation is not merely propaganda and is 
viewed critically. 
6: The presentation of a wide range 

of issues, not necessarily only tradi
tional Aboriginal issues but also other 
important matters which impinge upon 
the lives of Koori people. 

7: Increased positive interaction be
tween Aboriginal communities and indi
viduals throughout Australia. 

8: The inclusion of lighter items, such 
as a children's page, cartoons, sport, 
crosswords, games, art, film and book 
reviews, historical features and human 
interest stories and photographs. 
9: A classified advertisement sec

tion, offering the full range of classifi
cations, such as employment, births, 
deaths, marriages, In Memoriam, etc. 

10: Display advertising not exceed
ing 50 percent of newspaper content. 

11: The inclusion of a responsible but 
daring editorial column in each issue, 
addressing matters of importance. 

12: The promotion of the overall 
well-being of Aboriginal Australia. 

From droving to protector 
of Aboriginal heritage 

A former drover from Far Western 
New South Wales was appointed Abor
iginal Liaison Officer for the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service's Lismore 
District Office on the Far North Coast of 
New South Wales. 

Sabu Dunn, a 42-year-old Aborigine from 
the NPWS Coonabarabran office, is now 
working from the Service's Alstonville 
office. 

Born into the Ngyampaa tribe in the 
Wmadjun tribal area near Condoblin, 
Sabu's totem is the black duck. 

"I have a small portion of Hindu blood 
from my mother's side, hence my name 
Sabu My mother gave me the name after 
she saw the film, 'Sabu, The Elephant 
Boy'," he said. 

When Sabu was 14 he became a drover 
with his father 

"I enjoyed this work but decided there 
was more money to be made as a fireman 
on the old steam engines in Dubbo," Sabu 
said. 

"It was not until 1980 that I started work 
for the Service after attending an Aboriginal 
sites recoding school 
"It was this school which opened my 

eyest to Aboriginal history I became proud 
of my heritage and decided to join the 
Service and devote the remainder of my life 
to not only learning about my past but also 
teaching Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
people about our history" 
Sabu said his job with the Service is a 

bridge between Aboriginal organisations 
and communities, government departments 
and developers 
"My role is to ensure the protection of 

existing Aboriginal sites, investigate new 
sites and teach Aboriginal culture to 

TRAINEE ABORIGINAL 
BROADCASTER 
REGIONAL PROGRAM UNIT 

$24,900 - $25,900 
NSW 

'US. 

W& 
m 

ABC Radio invites 
applications from Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
people for the position of 
Trainee Broadcaster. 
What is a Trainee 

Broadcaster? 
A Trainee Broadcaster in 

Radio is a person who will 
eventually become one of ABC 
Radio's front-line people. You 
will be trained in areas of 
presentation, production, 
journalism, and technical 
operation. Eventually you will 
specialise in one of these 
areas. 
Qualifications and 

Experience 
You will need to be 

interested in all areas of Radio; 
from operations through to on-
air broadcasting. 
You should also have a 

thorough understanding of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Island culture and issues, and 
the ability to communicate 

effectively with Aboriginal/ 
Islander people. 
Training and 

Employment 
The successful applicant will 

be expected to complete up to 
two years on-the-job training. 
Continued employment during 
and beyond the training period 
is subject to satisfactory 
progress and assessment of 
on-the-job performance. 
Over the course of the two 

year training period, you will 
be expected to spend three 
month placements in various 
Regional Stations in NSW. 
Applications 
Initial enquiries to 

M s Cheryle Schramm 
on (02) 394 2633. 
Applications quoting 

Reference Number 
RNR12349 should be sent 
to the Employment Officer 
(Southside), ABC, 
GPO Box 9994, Sydney 
2001 bv 5.7.91. 

This is an equal employment opportunity and promotes a 
smoke free work environment. 

schools and the community at large," Sabu 
said. 
"Aboriginal sites include coastal middens, 

carved and scarred trees, campsites, bora 
rings, ceremonial sites and Aboriginal 
places of significance. 
"On the Far North Coast (of New South 

Wales) there are many Aboriginal sites that 
have not been fully surveyed. My |Ob will be 
to visit these special areas to ensure their 
long term protection " 
Sabu said his position as liaison officer 

covers a large area extending from Evans 
Head in the south, north to Ballina, Byron 
Bay, Brunswick Heads, Murwillumbah, 
Tweed Heads, across to Kyogle, Casino 
and back to Lismore 

"I asked for the transfer from Coonabar

abran to the coast to broaden my knowl
edge of Aboriginal history and culture," 
Sabu said, 

"I hope my 10 years of experience in the 
west will assist the coastal Aboriginal 
people in their struggle to protect what is 
left of our Aboriginal heritage" 
In his role as liaison officer Sabu needs 

to work with developers, shire councils 
schools, government agencies as well as 
with individuals who have knowledge or 
require assistance relating to Aboriginal 
sites and culture. 
He can be contacted on weekdays at 

the Service's Lismore District Office, 
Colonial Arcade, Alstonville, New South 
Wales 2477, or by telephoning (066) 
28 1177. 

POETS CORNER 

KOORI CHILD 
Koori child, Koori child, 
Once you roamed free and wild, 
You walked and ran across this vast virgin land, 
Wearing a gleaming white smile, 
Koori child, Koori child. 
You would hunt for food to keep alive, 
In this rugged but beautiful virgin land, 
That only you could survive 
Koori child, Koori child. 
As you swam in the river and walked in the streams 
The sun would beam down, 
And revitalise your beautiful dark skinned being, 
Koori child, Koori child. 
When you laid down to rest at night 
He stars and the moon would reflect 
A marvellous light on you, 
Koori child, Koori child. 
This land is yours, this land is mine, 
Give thanks to our ancestors who lived, 
Without fear and without crime, 
Back in the Dreamtime a time long ago. 
It's up to us now, 
To make sure their memories don't go, 
Koori child, Koori child. 

— MICHELLE TORRENS, 
BUNDJALUNG TRIBE, TABULAM, NSW. 
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TEACHING LIVING SKILLS 
Wilson Park School for Specific 

Purposes in Lismore, N e w South 
W a l e s , teaches living skills to 
s t u d e n t s with intellectual 
disabilities. 

The school has a primary section and a 
senior school for students up to 18 years 
of age. 

The school has 19 primary pupils and 25 
senior students, six teachers and five 
teachers' aides. 

Each student is recognised as an 
individual who has specific intellectual 
disabilities and often has physical 
disabilities as well 

The school is, as suggested in the 
school motto, about learning to live as well 
as teaching reading, writing and arithmetic 
to each student's capability. 

The principal is Mrs Helen Rea, a former 
high school teacher who says she has 
always been interested in teaching children 
with learning difficulties. She has a Diploma 
in Special Education. 

The school helps kids with intellectual 
disabilities to learn to become as 
independent as possible, whether this is in 

By JANINE WILSON 

Cooking up some business 
Three enterprising students at Wilson 

Park School for Specific Purposes sel up a 
small-scale catering business, cooking veg
etable lasagne to sell lo family and friends. 

Linda McFarlane, Wendy Lane and Ma-
cushla Doyle turned their culinary skills into 
a small businsess. 

As the business grew Peter Davis, Shane 
Jenner, Matthew Reynolds, Jamie Grissell, 
Mark Newby and Raymond Eyles joined the 
enterprise and the range was extended to 
include tuna mornay and shepherd's pie. 

The students used their budgeting, shop
ping, cooking and newly found entrepreneur
ial skills to make and market their product. 

Not to miss a business opportunity, Jef
frey Chawner and Myles turned their atten
tion to a market for birthday cakes. 

The profits from their enterprises have 
been used for a school brunch, where the 
students meet for a cup of coffee and read 
Ihe newspaper. 

The students also make seed bells for 
sale. 

the home or in the community, and it some 
cases at work. 

An individual program is devised for 
each student, working in liaison with the 
student's family 

Speech, physio and occupational 
therapists assist the students 

The hydrotherapy pool, purchased with 
the assistance ot public fund-raising, 
enables hydrotherapy to be conducted at 
the school. 

Mrs Rea says the school works on 
students' abilities to strengthen their skills 
and to help each student to become as 
independent as possible 

"For some this means eating with a 
spoon by themselves, and for some it is 
living independently in a house," Mrs Rea 
said. 

The curriculum includes living skills, 
leisure activities, functional academics and 
vocational areas, but the emphasis is on 
living skills. 

One ot the major reasons tor the 
success of the school is the dedication of 
the staff 

The atmosphere is one of a big caring 
family where everyone helps one another 
This includes wheelchair-bound teenagers 
some times with little or no speech who 
could easily be excluded form active 
participation in a project. 

There is mutual respect for all, whether it 
is the wheelchair teenager or the student 
who had no obvious difference to anyone 
that may be passed in the street. Each 
individual personality is encouraged to 
shine for itself. 

There is an emphasis on each students' 
sense of personal worth and identity and 
helping them to learn how to make 
personal choices. 

The school teaches kids how to live as 
independently as possible and gives them 
the skills to make personal choices. 

It is not a cloistered environment, but 
one where the students reach out into the 
community as part of their education. 

While the students learn to manage in 
the community and achieve a degree of 
independence, the community learns how 
to interact with them. 

Wendy Lane, left, and Lucy Randall are pleased with the cake they cooked in the 
microwave oven. The students use cookbooks with simply worded instructions accom

panied by pictures. (Picture courtesy The Northern Star. Lismore) 

From left, Haidie Pruess, Jeremy Norris, Roni Madeley (teacher) and Linda McFarlane 
learn new skills when they play pool. Leisure skills are an important part of education 

at WilSOn Park SchOOl for Specific Purposes. (Picture courtesy The Northern Star, lismore) 

HAWAIIAN SANDS 
MOTOR INN • • • 

Cnr. Ocean Pde, and Park Beach Rd., 
Coffs Harbour N.S.W. 2450 

Phone (066) 52 2666 
Opposite the beach, 18 ground floor fully appointed M O T E L units, and 2 bedroom self 
contained holiday suites. You are at COFFS HARBOUR'S only surf patrolled beach, and at 
the heart of a wide variety of scenic and recreational activities. The HAWAIIAN S A N D S Is 
within easy walking distance to Park Beach Plaza, Bowls Club, Porpoise Pool, The Big 
Banana, children's entertainment and the boat harbour. OTHER LOCAL SPORTING AND 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
• Golf and racing clubs • Tennis and squash courts • 
Deep sea fishing and scuba diving • White water rafting 
and bush walking • Indoor swimming and sports stadium 

• Cinema Centre and Coffs Mall 

Standard to all units: 
• Direct dial phones • TV., In house video • Refrigerator, jug and toaster • Fans, 
radio • R o o m and poolside breakfast service • 10 metre pool with landscaped 
grounds and B.B.Q. • Four 2 bedroom family units • Five units K/ette 

GROUP BOOKING DISCOUNTS. SPORTING GROUPS WELCOME. 
FREE PICKUP A DELIVERY TO RAIL, COACH AND 

AIRPORT TERMINALS BY ARRANGEMENT. THE SANDS 
RESTAURANT, FULLY LICENSED, INTERNATIONAL 

MENU FEATURING FRESH LOCAL SEAFOOD. 
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Archie Roach: Unforgettable songs 
from an Aboriginal point of view 

Archie Roach has been recognised as a leading Australian 
talent and has won acclaim for his indigenous approach to 
his songs. Archie will appear at the Lismore Club, Lismore 

on July 4 with Weddings, Parties, Anything. 

Aboriginal singer/composer Archie R o a c h 
has drawn critical acclaim since the release of 
his album 'Charcoal Lane'. 

Archie took out two awards — one for Best 
Australian N e w Talent and another for Best Indige
nous Album at the recent Australian Record Industry 
Association Awards 

Whatever the merit of the awards Charcoal Lane' 
is a stunning album. 

The songs are a pow
erful mixture — stories of 
life on the other side of 
the colour line delivered 
with passion and sensitivi
ty in Roach's characteris
tic soulful vocal style. 

The accompaniment is 
sparse and restrained en
hancing rather than over
whelming the vocals while the production avoids the 
cliche's of rock (it is interesting to note that drums 
are not used on any track on the album). 

At times the music is reminiscent of country folk 
ballads, occasionally slipping into a more bluesy, 
even zydeco, sound This is of course, not to 
suggest that the album is stylistically derivative but 
rather to underline the range of influences which 
Roach has mastered and brought to bear in his 
music 

Roach covers a wide range ol subjects — many 
autobiographical in content — the title track 'Char
coal Lane' refers to his own time living on Gertrude 
Street (Charcoal Lane) in Fitzroy 

'Took the Children Away' refers to the forced 
removal of Aboriginal children from their families by 
State welfare departments. 

Roach was himself a victim of this system of 

RECORD REVIEW 
By TIM WHITE 

Charcoal Lane', by Archie Roach, 1990 
Aurora Records, $19.95, (L 30386) 

apartheid and only later met up with his family 
through the efforts of his older sister some years 
later 

Perhaps this first hand experience is what gives 
'Took the Children Away' its poignant emotional 
power For m y money this is a classic and unforget
table song 

'Muniana' is about another child of segregation 
— John Savage. Taken to America as a child by 

Christian extremists Sav
age became an outcast 
and drifted into a life ot 
violence and despair. 

The story unfolds from 
the point of view of his 
Aboriginal mother (Mun-
jana). 

'Beautiful Child' is an
other ballad and is about 
deaths in custody. 

'Sister Brother' on side two is a great track with a 
down-home Louisiana sound, up-tempo rhythm and 
piano-accordion accompaniment. 

For some, the subject matter of many of the 
songs may be depressing but it is a tribute to 
Roach's artistry that he has managed to transmute 
suffering into a work of ending beauty. 

The album was produced by Steve Connolly and 
Paul Kelly (who also contributes guitar and backing 
vocals) and features some of the country's premier 
musical talent. 

The album stands up to heavy playing — it hasn't 
been off our turntable for more than a few hours 
since w e got it in recent months 

Its impossible to be too enthusiastic about this 
album — its destined to be a classic One can only 
look forward to further offerings from Archie Roach. 

You Kids 

5hadow5 
Frank Povah 

You kids count your shadows... 
Stories from recorded talks with Koori people in NSW, by Frank Povah. 
Proof of the survival of old traditions. Available from the author, c/- PO, 
WOLLAR, N S W 2850, ph (063) 734 330. 

Normally $10. Special to 'Koori Mail' readers $8 posted 

AT THE POWERHOUSE, TAMWORTH 

10.00 am 
10.30 am 

10.40 am-
12.00 
12.00-
1.00 
1.00 pm-
2.00 pm 
2.00 pm-
3.00 pm 
3.00 pm-
3.30 pm 
4.00 pm-
5.00 pm 
9.00 am-
10.00 am 
10.00 am-
10.30 am 
10.30 am-
11.30 am 
11.30 am-
12.30 pm 
12.30 pm-
1.30 pm 
1.30 pm-
2.30 pm 
2.30 pm-
3.30 pm 
3.30 pm-
4.00 pm 
4.00 pm-
4.30 pm 
9.00 am-
11.00 am 
11.00 am-
11.30 am 
11.30 am 
12.00 
12.00 pm-
12.30 pm 
12.30 pm-
1.00 pm 
1.00 pm-
1.30 pm 
1.30 pm-
2.30 pm 
2.30 pm 

Morning Tea 
Official Opening 

Pam Hall 

LUNCH 

Dr Gardiner 

Maureen Smith 

Afternoon Tea 

Lesley Fogarty 

Maureen Smith 

Morning Tea 

Pat Turner 

Fay Moesly 

Lunch 

Drugs & Alcohol 

Margaret Cupitt 

Afternoon Tea 

Preeta Harper 

Kate Fair 

Morning Tea 

Pauline Patterson 

Lunch 

Sue Falkenmire 

Mary Clarke 

Small Business 

B-B-Q 

DA Y 1: 9th JULY, 1991 

Mr R Faulkner, Regional Manager, Aboriginal & 
Torres Strait Islander Commission 
Office of Indigenous Women 
ATSIC, Sydney 

"Improving Your Child's Health" 

"Setting Up Women's Resource Centre' 
Women's Co-ordination Unit 

Aboriginal Arts Council 

D A Y 2: 10th JULY, 1991 
"Training Aboriginal Women" 
Women's Co-ordination Unit 

Department of Ministry 
"Aboriginal Reconciliation" 
"Juveniles in Justice" 
Women's Co-ordination Unit 

Domestic Violence 

Home & Community Care 

D A Y 3: 11th JULY, 1991 
Women's Health Team 
"Menopause, STD's, Breast Cancer" 

Department of Education, 
Employment & Training 

Commonwealth Rehabilitation Service 

The Women's Directorate 
Dept of Industrial Relations & Employment 
Women's Consumer Rights 
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Lions Haven Aboriginal Art Exhibition 

Northern Territory artist Paddy Stewart prepares his board with an earthy 
background colour. 

Sarah Bolt from Lismore, N e w South Wales, was fascinated by the 
Aboriginal designs on show. 

Woodcrafts with Aboriginal designs created considerable interest. 

Aboriginal dancing was a big attraction at the art show. 

N e w artistic creations appeared before onlookers eyes as artists put brush to board 
during the exhibition. Uluru artists Angkuna Kulyun (Tjala), left, considers her next 

stroke while Yipati Kuyata (Pilati), carefully paints around a curve. 
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LIONS HAVEN ABORI 

Sarah Bolt, of Lismore, is pictured with one of the many impressive Aboriginal artworks 
exhibited at the art show. 

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, meets two of Northern Territory 
artists participating in the art show. He is pictured with David, left, who painted the design 

for the $1 note, now withdrawn from circulation, and Paddy. 

The 'lady in pink', a daily visitor to the exhibition, with art show charmer Fred Wright, of Kempsey, 
New South Wales. 

THE LIONS HAVEN ART SHOW I 
BROADBEACH ON 

The chairperson of ASTIC, Lois O'Donoghue, chats wit|i 
the visitors at the art show. 

There were a lot of artworks to choose from, 
exhibition visitor likes this one. 

The Tweed Heads Aboriginal and Islander modelling 
patrons throughout the exhibition. They are 
Vanessa Summers, Catherine Togo, Danielle C o [ r 0 . 

Harris, and back row, Lesley Baker, Leo 
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tlNAL ART EXHIBITION c r ^ ^ ^ ^ 
^^^^rjsr^ 

I HELD UNDEB THE BIG TOP AT PACIFIC FAIR, 
jj 60LB COAST, JUNE 10 TO 23. 

% ot 

The Koori Kamera snapped these fashionable visitors during 
a break in proceedings at the art show. 

This youngster from the dancing team got into the spirit of the moment 
during his dance routine. 

I S f f i ^ 

brought a parade of fashions to 
'.: iweena Williams, Nessie Corrowa, 
nalda Combo, Varr Hall, Shereen 

,;t and Darren Phillips. 
This team delighted the crowd with a demonstration of the traditional Aboriginal method of lighting a fire. 

/ 
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Lions Haven Aboriginal Art Exhibition 
The Lions Art Haven Aboriginal Art S h o w ended on a sour note. Claims were m a d e 
that the show w a s not supported by Lions Clubs m e m b e r s (as had been expected) 

when they were on the Gold Coast for a Lions International conference. 

One of the Aboriginal paintings on show at the Lions 
Haven Aboriginal Art Exhibition. 

It was business as usual for John Mundine, 
art adviser, Raminingining. 

ABORIGINAL HOSTELS LIMITED 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited is a Company owned and financed by the Australian 
Government. Through Central Office located in Canberra, and our 8 Regional 
Offices, we provide and operate hostel accommodation throughout Australia. W e 
have a positive policy of offering employment and training opportunities for Aborig
inals and Torres Strait Islanders. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE OFFICER — CLASS 5 
RESEARCH OFFICER 
CENTRAL OFFICE — CANRERRA 
$32,000 - $33,930 P.A. 
DUTIES — Undertake social research and prepare reports relating to the tempo
rary accommodation needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Recom
mend projects, assess funding applications and draft policy papers. Review exist
ing hostel operations and advise management of changes needed. Consult and 
liaise with urban and traditional Aboriginal communities and with people at all levels 
in non-Aboriginal organisations. Involves team work and individual projects. This 
position requires frequent travel around Australia. It is a job for those with a 
genuine interest in social research work and Aboriginal affairs. 
QUALIFICATIONS — 
• Experience in social research work. 
• Experience working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
• Well developed written and oral communication skills. 
• Basic computer skills — word processing, data base management and data 

analysis. 
• Tertiary qualifications desirable. 
CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT — Satisfactory completion of six months proba
tionary period will be necessary before permanent appointment can be confirmed. 
General Australian Public Service conditions of service apply and include 4 weeks 
annual leave, sick leave and removal and travel expenses if necessary and 
Commonwealth Superannuation benefits. 
WRITTEN APPLICATIONS — It is in the interest of applicants to obtain a copy of 
the selection documentation and for applications to address the selection criteria. 
Envelopes containing applications should be clearly marked "CONFIDENTIAL" 
P/N:953 and addressed to: 

Recruitment Officer 
Aboriginal Hostels Limited 
P O Box 30 
WODEN, ACT 2606 

SELECTION DOCUMENTATION/ENQUIRIES — For selection documentation and 
any enquiries concerning the vacancy please contact 
Mr Chris Clarke (06) 289 3914 or 
Mrs Delilah MacGillvray (06) 289 3875 
CLOSING DATE — 19 JULY 1991 

Aboriginal Hostels Limited promotes a smoke free work environment 14. THE KOORI MAIL, WEDNESDAY. JULY 3, 1991 

W e don't know her n a m e or where she is 
from, but she was at the art show and isn't 

she sweet. 

masm 

The Aboriginal and Islander modelling team model fashions by Gali 
Nyah Enterprises Pty Ltd. The models are Dion Tatow, Mark 
Paulson, Rhonda Purcell, Lennart Purcell, Nancy Bamaga, Sue 

Anne Williams, Tracy Cowra and Paula Delaney. 



A pictorial record 
of living history 
These pictures were taken when Pam Johnston was preparing her pictorial 

record of the Bundjalung people. See story next page. 

Mr and Mrs Doug Anderson at Cabbage 
Tree Island. 

Eileen Morgan of Box Ridge settlement. 

Bullinah Desig 
local Aboriginal Art 

BULLINAH DESIGN 89 FOX ST. 
BALLINA, NSW 2478 
PHONE (066) 86 5920 

Mrs Kelly's granddaughter at Cabbage Tree Island. 
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Central, West 
Australian 
Aboriginal 
art on show 
at Byron Bay 
An exhibition of Aboriginal Art will be on 
show at Byron Bay Community Centre, New 
South Wales, on July 6, 7 and 8. 

The show will feature acrylic paintings on 
canvas from the Aboriginal communities of 
the Central and West Australian deserts. 

The modern acrylic movement began in 
Papunya 20 years ago when a number of 
men began painting in response to a mural 
project at the community school. 

Throughout the 70s the reputations of art
ists were established and the movement 
won Australian and international claim. 

During the past decade, groups of artists 
have emerged in numerous desert communi
ties and outstations. 

In the paintings the artists have found a 
form of expression which is at once com
mercially viable and a powerful communica
tor. 

It has helped spur a resurgence of tradi
tional values in schools once dominated by 
the English language and white culture. 

The paintings often represent narrative of 
desert tribal life set within creation myths of 
food gathering, ceremonial activity etc. 

Levels of this narrative may be revealed 
or concealed, depending on the status of the 
observer. 

The best paintings, however, speak out 
with vitality and confidence of a cosmology 
which touches all mankind. 

The exhibition also includes items in other 
media which share the same inspiration as 
the paintings. Prints, batik, wood carving 
and other works express a heritage of an
cestors, land and law. 

Pam Johnston: A journey 
into Bundjalung country The photographic exhibition, 'A Jour

ney into Bundjalung Country', is the re
sult of a visit by well-known Aboriginal 
author, Ruby Langford, to her Bundja
lung homeland. 

Apart from writing the award winning 
'Don't Take Your Love To Town', Ruby has 
won the Human Rights Commission Award 
for Literature Her work is featured in over 
20 anthologies, and she has been the fo
cus of such television shows as SBS's 'The 
Bookshow', and 'First in Line', as well as 
'Black Out' 

Ruby will release her next book 'Real 
Deadly', a collection of her poems, and 
short stories, through Angus and Robert
son, in the near future. 

Ruby won the 1990 Inaugural History 
Fellowship from the Ministry of the Arts to 
finance this research 

When Ruby, originally from Box Ridge 
Mission at Coraki, New South Wales, took 
the first of her many trips back to her 
country to research her book, 'My Bundja-
lung People', she was accompanied by her 
adopted daughter, Pam Johnston. 

In the process of looking at all the old 
family pictures, and hearing all the old 
stories, Pam suggested it would be a good 

idea to document, by photograph, some of 
the Bundialung people. 

Everyone was excited by the idea 
Pam Johnston is a well-known Aboriginal 

artist and is one of the first Aboriginal 

PAM JOHNSTON 

people to attain a Masters Degree in Fine 
Arts and is now studying for her doctorate 
at Wollongong University 

Pam's work was featured in the 1991 

Perspecta and the 1991 Dissonance Festi
val. 

The work for the exhibition, mostly col
our photographs but with some black and 
white photos, was made possible by a 
W o m e n and the Arts Fellowship from the 
New South Wales Ministry of the Arts which 
Pam was awarded in 1990. 

Pam Johnston says she hopes the words 
and pictures tell a story of love, strength, 
kinship and survival of a living Aboriginal 
culture is a living culture, not some forgot
ten long ago' event 

Past, present and future is told in story 
and laughter of a continuing oral tradition 
by a large and vibrant 'mob'. 

Ruby Langford and Pam Johnston will 
also launch a small book of the same title 
as the exhibition. 

This exhibition and book launch is an 
affirmation to the Bundjalung people ot 
Northern New South Wales, from one of 
their own, and will be stored as a continu
ing record within the region, although it is 
hoped that it will travel frequently. 

The exhibition will be held at the Lismore 
Regional Art Gallery from July 5 to 27. 

The Reverend Peter Walker, from the 
Bundjalung tribe, will officially open the 
exhibition at 6 pm on July 5. 

I WANTED TO SHOW THE 
WARMTH AND LOVE 

A JOURNCV INTO 
BUNDJALUNG COUNTRY 

A Photographic Exhibition and Book 

BY PAM JOHNSTON 

At Lismore Regional Art Gallery 
131 Molesworth Street 

Lismore — Tel: (066) 22 2209 

Hours: 10 am-4 pm 
Tuesday to Saturday 

Opening Friday, 5th July, 1991, at 6 pm 
Exhibition showing until 27th July, 1991 

« 
This proiect has been made possible 

witn assistance from the 
New South Wales Government 
through the Ministry tor the Arts 

We called in to see Judy and she pulled out the old photographs. How 
the tears flowed! "Dear God, look at Grandfather Sam; Nob looks so like 
my own father." 

The tenderness and love that still 
existed for these long gone relatives 
was almost tangible. 

As we travelled, the photographs 
were pulled out and those tender tears 
fell. The photographs documented a 
people, the Bundjalung people. 

In those days they were lined up by 
the missionaries, the supervisors, the 
matrons, the managers, the welfare. 

They stared straight at the camera. 
So a history is told in those long ago 
images. 

We talked of the lack of current im
ages. I said 'What if I took the images 
for the future generations, took pictures 
of people talking and playing and 
laughing. Pictures that told a story of a 
people that still survive, the Bundjalung 
people of Northern New South Wales. 

We travelled around and asked ev
eryone what they thought about the 
idea. 

They said, 'do it', and that's what I 
did. I talked and photographed, and 
talked some more. 

I wanted the photographs to be like a 
family album, warm and human and fa
miliar. I wanted to show the warmth and 
love I found as I travelled with my 
adopted mum, Ruby Langford, through 
her country. This is life and history. It is 
both precious and beautiful. 

Winning the 1990 Women in Arts Fel
lowship from the New South Wales Min
istry of the Arts allowed the idea to 
come to fruition. 

Ruby Langford, while writing her 
people's history, allowed me to travel 
with her in order to photograph. It is 
ultimately her story and I thank her for 
it. 

The exhibition consists of both black 
and white, and colour photographs, two 
or three per frame. There will be about 60 framed works, and an accompanying 16-page black and white catalogue. The framed works are in three standard sizes allowing for easy travelling. — PAM JOHNSTON 

f 
Millie Boyd, of Mulli Mulli Settlement 
at W o o d e n b o n g , N e w South Wales. 

Author Ruby Langford, left, chats w th 
Winnie Anderson at Cabbage Tree is 

land, N e w South Wales. 
16. THE KOORI MAIL, WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 1991. 



T H£ K°OR/ *IDS' CLUB WITH VICKI PAYNE 

PUT SOME 
COLOUR 
INTO 
FRED 

THE FRILL 
NECK 

LIZARD'S 
LIFE 

Take the heat out of fire 

F 

C 

1 

0 

R 

L 

£ 

D 

Here's a 
real challenge. 
Can you 

change fire 
into cold in 
three moves 
by changing 
only one letter 
at a time? 

FLOWERS OF 
THE DESERT 
Flowers of the desert, 
Growing in the sand, 
Trees in the outback, 
Birds on the land, 
Fishes in the water, 
Wind rushing by, 
The land of the dreaming, 
Where I go when I die. 
ROBERT FIREBRACE, 12, 

Telopea Park School, ACT. 

Dylan can keep the model aeroplane if he finds 
the right ribbon. 
Can you help him? 

FIND THE HIDDEN FOODS 
A L M O N D S G F G 

B R B U H 

R E P S Y R U P A A 

IARLSEBGLP 

H 

U 

M 

I U W 

I Y 

H 
APPLES 
APRICOT 
CHEESE 

CAULI PEACH 
GRAPE SUGAR 
HAM RHUBARB 

V R 
ALMONDS 
EGG 
SYRUP 

KOORI KIDS' ART 

By SARAH-JEAN MORAN, 7, Goonellabah, New South Wales. 

CAN YOU GIVE US NAMES? 
If you can give us names, you can win a $20 prize. There is a $20 prize for each 

name. 
The winners and their chosen names will be announced in the next issue of the Koori 

Mail. 

entries 
The Koori Mail 
PO Box 117, 
Lismore, 
NSW 2480. 
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KOORI NAIL 
STEPS OUT 
IN FASHION 

W e a r your Koori 

Mail fashions with 

pride, quality 

sports wear m a d e 

in Australia. 

Spray Jacket (black only) 

Sports Shirt (black or white) 

T-Shirt (white only) 

Caps (black only) 

No. req S M L XL 

• • • • • $45 

• • • • • $25 

• D D D . D $15 
• • • • • $10 

Payment encosed cheque or money order $ 

Plus postage and handling $2 

Total payment $ 

Please allow for a short delay in delivery 
on some articles. 

(Thanks to our models Sarah Bolt, Stuart West, Howard Van Dyke) 

"Available for Professional Assignments" 
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Aboriginal art, fashions for oil 
By VICKI PAYNE 

Shirley Collins, the woman behind Raintree Aboriginal Art 
Gallery and Raintree fashion collection, has a family history 
not uncommon story among Aboriginal people since white 
settlement. 

She was born in 1938 to 19-year-
old Bridgette. Shirley was the first 
granddaughter ol a Borroloola full-
blood Aborigine, Mimi Roberson 
Jarrman|imar, and an Englishman But 
Shirley would never be able to know 
her maternal grandparents 

Because Shirley's mother Bridgette 
was of mixed descent she was taken 
from her mother, Mimi, when she was 
only 8 years old and 
taken to the Kahlin 
Compound in Darwin 
They never saw each 
other again 

Shirley lived in Dar
win with her mother 
and attended school 
there, but left school 
early when she was 
14 to care for her 
family after her 
mother's death 

Over the next few 
years Shirley's family 
battled the govern
ment which threat
ened to divide their 
family 

The family suc
ceeded and continued to live as a 
family unit in the Northern Territory. 

Shirley turned her attention to artis
tic interests 

Since the mid 70s, Shirley has 
been actively involved as an Aborig
inal arts promoter and advisor and 
she has managed two major Aborig
inal Art Gallerys During this time she 
commissioned works for local, inter
state and overseas exhibitions and 
made recommendations for important 
private and public collections. 

As manageress, Shirley was re
sponsible for the sound financial po
sition of the Darwin Gallery and pro
moted work of Aboriginal artists and 
craftspeople from different regions. 

In 1978, Inade Holdings Pty Ltd 
took over management of the gallery 
which became the Aboriginal Heritage 
Gallery. Shirley remained as manag
eress until she opened her own gal
lery 

As the only Aboriginal manager in 
the company she was given the op
portunity to represent the organis
ation at a major exhibition in N e w 
Port Rhode Island during the Ameri-

ca's Cup in 1983, and again at the 
Kobe Museum in Japan, in 1986 

In 1986, she opened the Raintree 
Aboriginal Art Gallery in Darwin 

The gallery specialises in quality 
traditional and transitional arts and 
crafts, and houses a collection of 
bird carvings from urban and Yirrkala 
regions, Tiwi sculptures and Tiwi De 

sign fabrics, central 
desert sand paint
ings, boomerangs, 
didjendoos and the 
renowned X-ray bark 
paintings of Arnhem 
Land. 

The Raintree fash
ion collection pro
motes and keeps 
alive through fashion 
the ancient artistic 
and cultural traditions 
of Aboriginal heri
tage 

The collection of
fers a range of styles 
in casual separates, 
designer label T-
shirts, fashion day-

wear co-ordinates and exclusive silk 
evening apparel 
It utilises Aboriginal community de

signs especially the Dreamtime motifs 
of Bima and Tiwi. 

The gallery's association with Tiwi 
Designs span 17 years. 

The fabrics are traditional and con
temporary Aboriginal Dreamtime de
signs in vibrant tropical colours or 
muted desert hues. 

The Raintree collection was de
signed to fit into today's lifestyle, with 
soft tailoring, loose casual easy gar
ments in lightweight cottons, crease-
resistant polyesters and rich silk fab
rics 

To promote her collection, Shirley 
travels extensively throughout Aust
ralia and overseas. 

Shirley attributes the success of 
her Aboriginal fashion venture to hard 
work and perseverance. She says 
hand-outs are not needed to be a 
successful business person 

She has never asked for funding or 
grants which shows Aboriginal people 
can do it for themselves. 

Fashionable & Comfortable 

2WEB OUTBACK RADIO 
T-SHIRTS 

ONLY 
Available in a range 

of sizes 

UIVL 1 

$15.00 
At the 2WEB SHOP 

48 Ofctoy Str««t. Bourke 2840 
Telephone. (068) 72 2333 
Fax; (068)72 2810 
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REPORTING CULTURAL DIVERSITY >w 

Media must improve awareness 
of Aboriginal issues — Tickner 

With a theme of stereotyping and a 
lack of understading by journalists when 
reporting cultures outside the 
mainstream, The Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner, set what was 
to become the dominate message at the 
seminar on reporting cultural diversity. 

Mr Tickner began with a comment 
about public perception of journalism, 
quoting Danish philosopher Soren 
Kierkegaard, who said: 

"The lowest depth to which people 
can sink before God is defined by the 
work journalist. If I were a father and had 
a daughter who was seduced I should 
not despair over her; I would hope for 
her salvation. But if I had a son who 
became a journalist and continued to be 
one for five years, I would give him up." 

Mr Tickner then said that journalism 
was no longer viewed as exclusively a 
male domain, but it would appear that 
the public image of the journalist had not 

'While there are many disappoint
ing aspects of the coverage of 
Aboriginal affairs, there are also 
some very positive ones.' 
improved dramatically since the time of 
Kierkegaard. 

"Journalists consistently rank with the 
used car salesmen — and below 
politicians, I might point out — in public 
opinion polls," Mr Tickner said. 

He says it is an exciting time in 
Aboriginal affairs in Australia, a time 
which also presents a great challenge 
and responsibility for the Australian 
media. 

"The House of Representatives has 
just given historic cross-party support to 
a process of reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people to 
operate until the centenary of Federation 
in 2001," Mr Tickner said. 

"A major part of that process will be a 
campaign to create a much greater 
awareness of Aboriginal issues in the 
general community. 

"It is disappointing that in Australia in 
1991 the level of awareness of the 
general community of Aboriginal issues 
is abysmally low. 

"For instance, millions of Australian 
people have never met an Aboriginal 
person. As an illustration of that, I point 
to one of my colleagues in the Federal 
Parliament. 

"I am sure that Rob Hulls, the Labor 
M e m b e r for Kennedy in North 
Queensland, would not mind m e telling 
you that the first time he met an 
Aboriginal person was after he had 
stepped off a plane in Mt Isa to work for 
the Aboriginal Legal Service. 

"The media must have a central role in 
improving community awareness of 
Aboriginal issues in general, and in the 
process of reconciliation in particular." 

Mr Tickner says the legislation 
endorsed last month established a 
Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation to 
guide the process of reconciliation. 

"The Council will consist of 25 
members, about half of whom will be 
Aboriginal," Mr Tickner said. 

"The Council will include 
representatives from many walks of life 
— including the trade union movement, 
business and the churches. It is also my 
intention that the Council included a 
prominent member of the Australian 
media." 

Mr Tickner then spoke of the role of 
the Australian media in reporting cultural 
diversity. 

"Media Dashing, of course, is one of 
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the great mass participation sports in 
Australia," Mr Tickner said. 

"The media is very often a convenient 
whipping boy (or girl) for people who 
don't like what they read, hear or see. 
But let m e say at the outset that I am a 
great supporter of a free and 
independent media and of the journalistic 
profession in particular. 

"I have said before that if I could have 
another profession it would be that of a 
gardener or a journalist. So I would like 
what I say to be taken in the light of that 
view and to be interpreted as 
constructive criticism, not media 
bashing." 

Mr Tickner said that he believed he 
could count on less than the fingers of 
one hand the number of times he had 
criticised the media for criticism of him 
but twice in one week last month he had 
publicly criticised the media for its 
treatment of Aboriginal issues. 

He said that in the days before the 
seminar he had made some comments 
he had been bottling up for sometime 
about the need for greater respect from 
the wider community for Aboriginal 
spiritual and religious beliefs. 

"I said that I had been disappointed 
by the shallow and sometimes cynical 
treatment which had been given to 
Aboriginal spiritual beliefs in public 
discussion," Mr Tickner said. 

"Further, I said that some journalists 
and media commentators had behaved in 
a shameful way in disparaging Aboriginal 
beliefs in a way in which they would 
never dare to do to non-Aboriginal 
beliefs, whether they were Christian, 

'It is disappointing that in Australia 
in 1991 the level of awareness ot 
the general community of Aborig
inal issues is abysmally low.' 
Jewish, Islamic or another religion. 

"I refer here to just one example. A 
columnist in a major Australian 
newspaper recently referred to a 
particular Aboriginal spiritual belief as 
'Manifest claptrap and arrant nonsense 
which any self-respecting, civilised, 
intelligent society would treat as 
balderdash'. 

"This columnist went on to write that: 
'The portrayal of an allegedly intelligent 
and capable people as believers in the 
stupid does those people no good 
whatsoever. They are being forced to 
play the role of simple-mined primitives, 
awash in a sea of unknowing, 
condemned forever to a level of belief 
that has long disappeared from a 
civilised world that has left fairy tales 
and witch beliefs back in the nursery 
time'. 

"The columnist concluded that it was 
harmful and wrong to encourage 
Aboriginal people to dwell forever in 
fairyland and that we should tell them 
what everyone else believed — that this 
particular belief was 'bullshit and that no 
self-respecting community can, or ought, 
to believe it'. 

"In some States in this country, there 
exists the crime of sacrilege — 
potentially punishable by long periods of 
imprisonment — for breaking into a 
church and committing a crime. Australia 
also has some strong laws against 
defamation. 

"Here in New South Wales there also 
exists both civil and criminal remedies 
for racial vilification. Racial vilification is 
defined in terms of a public act which 
incites hatred towards, serious contempt 
for, or severe ridicule of a person or 
group or person on the ground of their 

"In my view, the column comments I 
have just read to you amount both to a 
contemptuous lack of respect for 
Aboriginal religious beliefs and to a 
defamation of an entire race of people. 

"Such views should have absolutely 
no place in the media in this country. Put 
simply, they are based on notions of 
racial superiority. 

"I know the words were presented as 
the views of the columnist and not of the 
newspaper. But you could go out into the 
streets in any country in the world and 
find people who believe that Hitler was 
right in his campaign against the Jewish 
people and that the Ku Klux Klan is a 
commendable organisation. 

"The fact that such views exits in the 
community are no justification for them 
being given credence — and being put 
into the homes of hundreds of thousands 
of Australians — by the media." 

The second criticism Mr Tickner made 
of the media in that same week was in 
relation to coverage of a child custody 
matter in Queensland. 

"It is a case where there is a dispute 
over whether a small boy, whose natural 
mother is dead, belongs with his 
Aboriginal foster mother or with 
members of his wider natural family in a 
remote Aboriginal community," Mr 
Tickner said. 

"Matters of child custody are difficult 
and emotional issues at the best of 
times. They are particularly difficult when 
that deal with Aboriginal people — a 
people who have suffered terribly in the 
past from having their families torn apart 
as a direct result of government policy. 

"In the case I a m referring to, a 
compassionate consideration of the 
competing interests was not helped by 
some of the media reporting of the case. 

"I refer particularly to a screaming 
front-page headline which declared 'Boy 
Aged 4 sent to Hell' which was followed 
by a first paragraph saying: 'Bureaucrats 
intend to move a four-year-old boy from 
a loving Brisbane home into the hell of a 
disease and alcohol plagued Aboriginal 
reserve in remote north Queensland'. 

"Stuff like this makes m e very angry. It 
involves a superficial assessment of the 
problems of the Aboriginal community — 
a community mind you, not a reserve — 
and reinforces the worst false racial 
stereotypes of Aboriginal people. 

"One of the catch-cries of the 
professional media bashers is that all 
you ever get from the media is bad 
news. 

'Any person who has watched tele
vision in this country in the last 25 
years has seen the customary por
trayal of Aboriginal life on the 
streets and in the reserves almost 
invariably concentrating on drunken 
people and altercations between 
Aborigines, or between Aborigines 
and police.' 
"I realise that such a claim is both 
wrong and simplistic. It's a fact that 
people have a preoccupation, 
fascination — call it what you will — 
with bad news, and that bad news is just 
that — news. However, I believe that 
Aboriginal people have suffered 
disproportionately from a concentration 
on bad news. 

"The Final Report of the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody points out that an analysis of 
the Sydney Morning Herald from January 
1987 to April 1990 showed that 

40 percent of all reports using the word 
'riot' referred to events on Australia 
relating to Aboriginal people. 

"In evidence to the Royal Commission, 
the well-known media commentator 
Stuart Littlemore said: 'Any person who 
has watched television in this country in 
the last 25 years has seen the 
customary portrayal of Aboriginal life on 
the streets and in the reserves almost 
invariably concentrating on drunken 
people and altercations between 
Aborigines, or between Aborigines and 
police' 

'How many people have been told 
that the percentage of Aboriginal 
people who drink is smaller than 
that of the non-Aboriginal commu
nity who drink?' 

"Yet how many people have been told 
that the percentage of Aboriginal people 
who drink is smaller than that of the 
non-Aboriginal community who drink, of 
the deep-seated causes of Aboriginal 
alcoholism or of the remarkable 
successes of s o m e Aboriginal 
communities in tackling the grog? 

"If I see one more television program 
focusing superficially on alcohol 
problems in remote Aboriginal 
communities I will throw up. 

"One of the worst example of this 
deplorable genre of journalism came only 
recently and, I am sad to say, from the 
ABC — through 'Four Corners', which I 
thought prided itself as a program of 
serious journalism. No more, I am afraid. 

"This recent program, ostensibly 
about health in Central Australian 
Aboriginal communities, w a s an 
appallingly trite and inaccurate cliche. If 
was condescending, it sensationalised 
problems, it ignored achievements and it 
angered Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
people in and around Alice Springs. 

"It also suffered from the most basic 
journalistic crime — a failure to check 
the facts. The reporter referred to an 
explanation of the process of 
reconciliation that I gave to a meeting ol 
the Central Land Council and concluded 
with words to the effect of 'What they 
made of it all was anyone's guess'. 

"If the reporter had bothered to stay 
for the whole of the meeting, instead of 
leaving after a few quick shots, he would 
have learned that despite his gratuitous 
comments it was perfectly clear what 
the meeting thought — because it 
unanimously passed a motion supporting 
the process of reconciliation. 

"Along similar lines to the reports on 
Aboriginal alcoholism, I would like a 
dollar for every story I have read over 
the years about supposed Black funding 
scandals or an alleged lack of 
accountability in Aboriginal Affairs. 

"The truth is that there would not be 
an area of Government subject to more 
scrutiny and public accountability than 
Aboriginal Affairs. 

"Charlie Perkins once said that he 
was waiting for the day a story was 
headlined with something like 'Whites in 
funding scandal'. 

"Murray Chapman, one of the people 
in my office, has a cartoon on his wall 
that sums up the situation very nicely. 

"The cartoon shows two Aboriginal 
people standing in front of a collapsed 
corrugated iron shed bearing a sign 
Aborigines Inc. Next to them is a 
crumbling, toppling multi-storey building 
with furniture falling out of the windows 
and people jumping. It has a sign on it 
saying W A Inc. One of the Aboriginal 
• Continued next page 



REPORTING CULTURAL DIVERSITY 

Media role in Aboriginal issues 
• Continued from Page 20 

men is saying 'Why is it everything we 
do, the white fella does better?' 

"I would like to think journalists would 
remember the Pyramid Building Society, 
a number of State Banks and some of 
Australia's formerly high-flying 
entrepreneurs the next time an 
Aboriginal organisation loses a few 
thousand dollars or fails to meet 
standards of public accountability. 

"I attended an event in Redfern 
recently that graphically illustrated the 
preoccupation with bad news in 
Aboriginal affairs. 

"Now, everyone here (at the seminar) 
would know that Redfern has had a lot of 
negative media coverage. I wouldn't for 
a minute pretend that it has been 
unwarranted or that Redfein is a model 
suburb; it obviously has some very real 
social problems. 

"Recently there was an opening in 
Redfern of a giant mural painted on the 
side of an Aboriginal Housing Company 
building. The local community had 
banded together to remove all the graffiti 
from two sides of this two-storey building 
for the mural. 

"The artist, a woman named Robyn 
Coughlan, deliberately decided not to 
paint with the colours red, black and 
yellow. She believed they were angry 
colours and she wanted to use 
something to soften Redfern's image, to 
promote harmony not discord. 

"At the same time, there was being 
launched the suburb's participation in 
what is called the Community 
Development Employment Program, a 
program under which Aboriginal people 
voluntarily forgo their right to 
unemployment benefits. Instead, the 
community's unemployment entitlement 
is pooled and people work on community 
projects. 

"More than 160 Aboriginal 
communities currently participate in the 
scheme; it is one of the great untold 
success of Aboriginal affairs. 

"One of the first tasks of the Redfern 
CDEP was to be an effort to clean up 
Redfern; all of the houses in the area 
were to be given a facelift. It was a good 
good-news story, a story about the 
attempts by a troubled community to 
overcome some of its image problems. 

'It is apparent that the media cov
erage of Aboriginal issues is evolv
ing. ' 

"My office sent a media alert about 
the event to every newsroom in Sydney 
the day before, and on the morning of 
the vent telephoned all TV stations and 
the major newspapers. 

"How many turned up? One — SBS, 
the one news organisation with a real 
commitment to reporting multi-cultural 
issues. 

"What should be said here is that 
while there are many disappointing 
aspects of the coverage of Aboriginal 
affairs, there are also some very positive 
ones. 

"In particular, there has been a 
dramatic increase in the amount of 
thoughtful, analytical newspaper and 
magazine feature articles concerning 
Aboriginal people, concentrating on 
subjects such as their beliefs and 
attempts to regain land, tackle their 
social problems and rebuild their cultural 
lives. 

"Some of this country's major 
newspapers have written some excellent 
editorials about the position of 
Aboriginal people in Australia. 

"There have also been s o m e 
exceptionally good radio and television 
documentary programs — primarily on 
the A B C and SBS. There have been 
programs such as 'Blackout' on A B C TV, 
'The First Australians' on S B S and 

'Speaking Out' on A B C Radio. 
"And, as Royal Commissioner Elliott 

Johnston Q C pointed out, the media 
played a significant role in the 
establishment of the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and, 
through that, a role in the attempts by 
many people to help Aboriginal people 
win social justice in this country. 

"What is apparent is that the media 
coverage of Aboriginal issues is 
evolving. 

"Pat Dodson, one of the Deaths in 
Custody Royal Commissioners, including 
in his report an interesting analysis of 
how media treatment of Aboriginal 
issues has evolved in Western Australia. 

"As he points out, there is probably no 
other distinct cultural group so spoken 
about, observed, filmed, photographed, 
recorded or interpreted in Western 
Australia as Aboriginal people. I 
commend his report to you, as I do the 
whole of the Royal Commission report. 

"Certainly, the media has come a long 
way since its first very paternalistic 

'Aboriginal people, as with ethnic 
minorities, remain under-repre
sented in employment in media 
organisations.' 
coverage of Aboriginal Affairs, since 
even as recently as 1960 when the 
Bulletin had as its masthead the slogan 
'Australia for the White Man'. 

"But what are the keys to further 
change, what still needs to happen? 

"This is of course no government 
regulation of the print media in relation 
to the coverage of race issues. The 
Press Council imposes certain standards 
by self regulation but, as the recent 
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 
report on racist violence pointed out, 
there are no real sanctions for breaching 
them and crucial questions of definition 
are left to members of the industries 
concerned. 

"The Australian Journalists 
Association code of ethics states that 
journalists 'shall not place unnecessary 
emphasis on gender, race, sexual 
preference, religious belief, marital 
status or physical or mental disability'. 

"But there is a public perception that 
such a provision, while noble in intent, is 
not enforced in practice. And I would 
contend that the vast majority of 
journalists would have an abysmal lack 
of awareness of this code. 

"I would like to encourage all media 
organisations in this country — even the 
industry as a whole — to develop codes 
of practice relating to the presentation 
of Aboriginal issues. This should include 
the establishment of special bodies to 
monitor how these codes are followed. 

"This is also a recommendation fo the 
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody, and I note with approval the 
efforts being made at the Australian 
Centre for Independent Journalism to 
draft such a code of behaviour. 

"However, I believe strongly that the 
real solutions lie in education rather than 
enforcement. 

"One media witness to the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 
Custody said: 'Racial stereotyping and 
racism in the media is institutional, not 
individual'. 

"That is, it results from news values, 
editorial policies, from routines of news 
gathering that are not in themselves 
racist or consciously prejudicial. It 
results from the fact that most news 
stories are already written before an 
individual journalist is assigned to them, 
even before the event takes place. 

"A story featuring Aboriginals is 
simply more likely to be covered, or 
more likely to survive sub-editorial 
revision or spiking if it fits definitions of 
the situations. 

"While that might be right, I believe 
the key to changing the institution is 
changing the individual. 

"I like to tell the story of a television 
reporter who accompanied me on a trip 
to Mornington Island late last year. He 
was a senior reporter who has been 
around and seen a lot. But he was visibly 
moved by the conditions he saw 
Aboriginal people living on Mornington 
Island. 

"I would like to think that that 
experience will influence how he covers 
Aboriginal issues in the future. 

"My media adviser began in journalism 
about 15 years ago when there were no 
tertiary journalism courses. He did a 
three-year newspaper cadetship — 
training that did not include an Aboriginal 
or multi-cultural component. 

"He began his career — as I suspect 
do the overwhelming majority of 
journalists — with very little knowledge 
of Aboriginal issues, and received no 
education in them in the course of his 
work. I suspect the cadet training 
situation is the same today. 

"Nor was an Aboriginal component 
included in tertiary journalism courses 
when they began in this country. But I am 
pleased to see that that is changing. 

"The experience of Ian Richards — 
formerly the Aboriginal and ethnic affairs 
reporter for the Adelaide Advertiser and 
now the senior lecturer in journalism at 
the University of South Australia — is 
instructive. 

"Hardly surprisingly, Ian Richards 
found that much of his reporting 
generated angry responses from some 
members of the public. But he also found 
that while there were many of his 
colleagues who applauded his work 

'The success of organisations like 
the Central Australian Aboriginal 
Media Association (CAAMA), the 
Western Australian Aboriginal 
Media Association (WAAMA) and 
the newly established Koori Mail 
newspaper are crucial.' 
there were plenty who were disturbed at 
or at least unmoved by his reports 
drawing attention to the plight of various 
minority groups. 

"He believes that to most of these 
colleagues his reports were about 
people who were at the bottom of the 
socio-economic heap because they 
deserved to be there, and such stories 
amounted to a challenge to what they 
regard as the natural order of things. 

"It was these experiences that led Ian 
Richards to include a section in the 
journalism course at the University of 
South Australia dealing exclusively witl. 
reporting about minority groups. 

"The course involves personal contact 
with Aboriginal people and people of 
ethnic groups, as well as an attempt to 
impart an understanding of their 
perspective on things. Such experience 
should be a formal part of the training of 
all journalists. 

"The Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
recommended that institutions providing 
journalism courses be requested to: 
• Ensure that courses contain a 

significant component relating to 
Aboriginal affairs thereby reflecting the 
social context in which journalists work; 
and 
• Consider, in consultation with media 

industry and media unions, the creation 
of specific units of study dedicated to 
Aboriginal affairs and its reporting. 

"I strongly support those 
recommendations. 

"Flowing from this is the need for all 
major news organisations to have 
specialist Aboriginal affairs reporters. 
While it is important that all journalists 

gain a knowledge ol Aboriginal issues, it 
is also important that there be reporters 
with specialised knowledge of Aboriginal 
issues. 

"Another key to justice for Aboriginal 
people in the media is greater Aboriginal 
access to the media. Aboriginal people, 
as with ethnic minorities, remain 
under-represented in employment in 
media organisations. 

"I a m pleased to say A B C TV is 
leading the way in the employment of 
Aboriginal people. It has established an 
Aboriginal Production Unit and has a 
policy of an Aboriginal employment rate 
of 2 percent of its workforce. 

"Australia's powerful private sector 
media organisations have moral 
responsibility to follow the ABC's lead 
and seek a similar level of Aboriginal 
employment. 

"What comes through strongly in much 
of the media coverage of Aboriginal 
issues is a sense of 'us' and 'them' — a 
sense that this is a non-Aboriginal media 
writing about a group of people that are 
outsiders, that are different. 

"A much greater employment of 
Aboriginal people in the mainstream 
media is crucial to changing that 'us' and 
'them' situation. 

"Hand in hand with this must go an 
expansion of Aboriginal media 
organisations. The success of 
organisations like the Central Australian 
Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA), 
the Western Australian Aboriginal Media 
Association ( W A A M A ) and the newly 
established Koori Mail newspaper are 
crucial. 

"I make the obvious point that while 
we have in this country an extensive 
publicly-funded ethnic media, there is no 
comparable national media strategy for 
Aboriginal people. 

"The Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
recommended that Aboriginal media 
organisations should receive adequate 
funding in recognition of the importance 
of their function. 

"In conclusion, I return to the landmark 
cross-party political support for the 
process of reconciliation and the strong 
role of the media in that. The media is a 
powerful force in society and plays a 
major role in shaping public opinion. With 
that power comes a responsibility. 

"People often say that the media 
should be objective. I don't believe that 
is correct. The media is not objective by 
nature. The putting together of a 
newspaper or a news bulletin involves 
many subjective judgments — about 
what is included and what is excluded, 
and the relative prominence given to 
various subjects. 

'Fairness is something that Aborig
inal people, easily the most disad
vantaged people in Australia, have 
been denied by society for too 
long.' 
"Human nature is not objective. 
Objectivity means being free from 
personal feelings. It means giving equal 
space to unequal issues. Objectivity 
means giving the same moral weight to 
the views of an Adolph Hitler as to a 
Mother Theresa. 

"What the media should strive to be is 
not objective, but fair. Fairness is 
something that Aboriginal people, easily 
the most disadvantaged people in 
Australia, have been denied by society 
for too long. 

"If the media can be fair in its 
treatment of Aboriginal issues, it wi 
make a major contribution to improving 
conditions for Aboriginal people. And it 
will make a major contribution to 
providing better race relations in this 
country." 

^^p^gJiiiii^^^^Si^^^^^^as^^^^iii^^^affii^^; 
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MANUMBAR STATION MASSACRE 
official whitewash, cover-up By DAVID HUGGONSON 

John Mortimer was so incensed 
by the actions of the Mounted Na
tive Police on his station on Sun
day, February 10, 1861, that he 
placed an advertisement in the 
Moreton Bay Courier on March 16, 
1861. 
Floods delayed the mail service and 

hence the lodgement of the advertisement 
The advertisement, written in sarcastic 

style ridiculed the officers for cowardice, 
high handedness and the indiscriminate kill
ing of the station's Aboriginal Labour 
Force 

The Colonial Secretary's Office, in Bris
bane, responded to the advertisement ask
ing Mortimer to substantiate his accusa
tions 

The receipt ot Mortimer's account of the 
happenings on February 10, 11 12 sparked 
a Parliamentary debate which led to a se
lect committee of the Queensland Legisla
tive Assembly being appointed by ballot on 
the May 1, 1861, to enquire into the organ
isation and management of the Native 
Police Force. 

The Select Committee sat for 24 days 
and examined 33 witnesses and a previous 
report of the N S W Government on the 
same topic in 1858, the year before the 
separation of Queensland from the other 
colony 

John Mortimer of the Burnett District 
gave evidence on June 20, 1861. No Abor
iginals were called as witnessess as their 
evidence was inadmissible in Queensland 
courts until the passing of the Oaths 
Amendment Act of 1884. 

The committee heard evidence of sepa
rate cases of indiscriminate slaughter of 
Aborigines by detachments of Native Police 
led by Lieutenant John O'Connell Bligh, 
Second Lieutenant Rudolph Morisset and 
Lieutenant Frederick Wheeler from a num
ber of different witnesses including Dr Hen
ry Challinor, the Coroner of the Police Dis
trict of Ipswich. 

Dr Challinor argued for the rights of 
Aborigines to fish and hunt on station prop
erties and that their children be admitted to 
State schools and that Aboriginal evidence 
be accepted in courts. 

The findings of the Select Committee 
were a farce. 

This established a tradition in Queens
land of whitewash and cover-up when the 
actions of Police officers were brought un
der public scrutiny. 

I ''wi!s % 

Native Mounted Policemen with their 
weapons. (Courtesy Collection, John 

Oxley Library, Brisbane) 

One officer, Lieutenant John Murray be
came a scapegoat and was dismissed 
from the force to save the good name of 
the Commandant's younger brother 
Rudolph Morisset. 

Murray was found guilty of temporarily 
handing over control of his detachment of 
native troopers to a junior officer who led 
the party which killed the 'blacks' on John 
Mortimer's property. 

Murray was not called to give evidence 
before the Committee and hence had no 
real opportunity to defend himself. 

The Mounted Native Police continued to 
show scant regard for Aboriginal life until 
its eventual disbandment in 1897 

ORIGINAL ADVERTISEMENT 
To the Officers in Command of the Party of Native Police who shot and 
wounded some blacks on the Station of Namumbar on Sunday the 10th 
instant, 

If in future you should take a fancy lo bring troopers upon the Station of 
Manumbar on a sporting excursion we shall feel obliged if you would either 
bag or bury the game which you shoot as it is far from pleasant for me to 
have the decomposing remains of four or five blackfellows laying unburied 
within a mile or two of our head station. 

If you will do neither please be kind enough to remove the corpses from 
waterholes near the head station from which we sometimes use water for 
culinary purposes. As most of the blacks you left dead on our run were feeble 
old men, some of them apparently not less than eighty years of age, will you 
please to inform us whether these hoary sinners are the parties chiefly 
engaged in spearing bullocks and 'cramming monkeys' etc, or whether you 
just shoot them because the younger ones are too nimble for you. 

Beside the four or five you left dead on our run you have wounded two of 
our station blacks, who have been in our employment during lambing, washing 
and shearing, and all other busy times for the last 8 or 9 years and we have 
never known either of them to have been charged with a crime of any kind. 

One of them came to the station with a bullet wound through one of this 
thighs, another through one of his arms and another through one of his hands, 
the other had a bullet wound through one of his arms. 

These blacks, being in our employment, very naturally look to us for 
protection from such outrages, and we are of opinion that when you shoot and 
wound blacks in such an indiscriminate manner, you abuse your commission, 
and we publish this that those who employ and pay you may have some 
knowledge of the way in which you perform your services. 

— J and A Mortimer, Manumbar, February 22, 1861. 

ABORIGINAL 
STUDIES 

For an exciting range of publications on 
anthropology, archaeology, arts, 
autobiographies, children's stories, 
contemporary issues, education, health, 
history, housing, land rights, language, law, 
politics, women's issues... 

/ Send now for a catalogue! 

Aboriginal Studies Press 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Studies 
G P O Box 553 Canberra 2601 
Ph: (06) 246 1181 Fax: (06) 249 7310 
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THE MYALL CREEK MASSACRE 1838 

Friendship, aggression and 
an instinct for survival 

By MARILYN GALLARD 

Before 1838 and the Myall Creek 
Massacre, the Aborigines in the 
Myall Creek area enjoyed a compar
atively peaceful co-existence with 
the White people. 

White men in authority, but with 
misguided principles went forth to 
the tribes on the frontier and im
pressed on the Aborigines that they 
(the Aborigines) were under the 
'Protectorate of the Aborigines'. 

Consequently, a sinister uprising 
gradually took place along the fron
tier as the message travelled like a 
bushfire out of control, that the 
well-meaning Whites were not con
cerned about the safety and protec
tion of their own White settlers and 
shepherds, especially in the very 
outlying areas outside the designat
ed borders. 

Russell Ward, an Australian histo
rian, comments that the Aborigines 
were a mild race of people with sim
ple lifestyles, but with strict rules 
within each tribe, that on the whole 
most of the tribe that stepped out of 
line was dealt with, sometimes with 
the termination of their life, depend
ing on the extent of the transgres
sion. 

Against this background ot 
strong tribal law, the White 
man pushed tenaciously into 
the frontier causing untold 
havoc to the Black family 
groups by depriving them of 
their food supplies and 
bringing illness to the Abor
igines that they, hitherto, not 
had. 

Similarly, a lack of understanding 
of the Aboriginal way, led to a view 
that they were a primitive, peacelike 
race that was fast being adulterated 
by the aggressiveness of the White 
man. 

According to Alexander Harris, (a 
writer of the day, who wrote of his 
travels on the lllawarra frontier), he 
was hopelessly lost and starving 
when he stumbled on an Aboriginal 
camp. 
The Aborigines could not have 

been more charitable as they gave 
him their food and water, housed him 

in their best gunyah and supplied 
him with possum skins to keep him 
warm. He in turn gave them the last 
of his tobacco in grateful remunera
tion. 

The undoubted kindness 
of the Aborigines was given 
without any thought of gain 
from the White man Harris, in 
fact they were amused in a 
not unkindly way at his 
White man's fallibility in the 
bush. 
On the other hand, as Harris says 

later, when he had finally chosen his 
station and had installed two reliable 
shepherds and a hut keeper at the 
out-station with the verbal proviso 
that if any Blacks did cause trouble, 
the men were to report to the head 
station and he would supply them 
with arms for their protection. 

By this time the Aborigines had 
become aggressive and raided the 
out-station, slaughtering the two 
shepherds and driving off the sheep. 
The hut keeper had a strong instinct 
for survival and managed to flee and 
warn the head station. 

Harris responded to this tragedy 
by supplying his men with arms. 

The killing of shepherds 
and stock continued 
throughout the frontier as 
some station owners refused 
arms to their men, who retal
iated by mixing poison with 
food, a very callous way to 
dispose of their enemy. 

It could be assumed that the Abor
igines in the Myall Creek area were 
living a fading halcyon existence. 
The halcyon days were certainly 
numbered as the animosity gradually 
grew within the White man as word 
of atrocities ran across the frontier, 
and the livestock was being rushed 
or slaughtered. 

By the early 1830s, the shepherds 
and hut keepers were living in great 
fear as the White man pushed fur
ther into the Aboriginal hunting 
grounds, depleting the kangaroo 
population of their grazing land and 
draining the waterholes for their live
stock. 

The Aborigines at first, as was 
their custom, had offered their wom
en to the White man, then, when the 
White men failed to return them, the 
Aborigines retaliated. 
The shepherds, because of their 

daily fear started to neglect their 
sheep, they were too frightened to 
venture into the pasture land by day 
knowing full well what clever hunters 
and warriors the Aborigines were, 
and eventually they refused to leave 
the safety of their huts, thereby ne
glecting their flocks completely. 

Shepherds and sheep 
were far more valuable to 
the White settlers than the 
Blacks, so the men were 
finally supplied with arms by 
their masters. 
In the summer of 1838, the Abor

igines and the White men were suf
fering the debilitating effect of a long 
drought. 

When the Aborigines appeared to 
be massing for an attack, it caused 
concern to the White people who 
called for protection against this 
preparation. 
The acting Governor, Colonel 

Snodgrass, was having enough prob
lems within the colony, so he des
patched the Commandant of the 
Mounted Police, Major Nunn, with or
ders for an eventual open slather 
against the Aborigines after accept
ing a report from Crown Commission
er Patterson about conditions on the 
frontier. 

On one of these forays Nunn and 
his band of ex-convicts and military 
misfits pursued the Aborigines 
through the bush, killing 60, but a 
later account indicates the total was 
more likely to be several hundred. 

The White man, encouraged by 
this so-called official justice against 
a dispossessed people added some 
more murders of their own, hence 
the stage was set for the murderous 
Myall Creek Massacre. 

As Autumn was fading in 1838, 
and the bleak winter had not yet 
taken hold, 40 or so Aborigines ar
rived at Henry Dangar's station 
'Myall Creek' and set up camp. 
While considered to be wild 

Blacks, not like some that had been 

house-trained and thought of as 
'pets' by White man, these Myall 
Creek Aborigines were quiet, almost 
tame and a friendship was struck 
between them and the convict stock
men George Anderson and Charles 
Kilmeister. 

The two White men took advan
tage of some of the young women of 
the tribe, and their sexual indul
gences were gratified by the co-op
eration of these women. 

Unbeknown to this happy and 
placid gathering at the time, a group 
of White men comprised of ex-con
victs, including one Black man and a 
native-born Australian, John Fleming, 
were away to the west at 'Terri Hie 
Hie' station putting paid to the Abor
igines in that area as retribution for 
the killing of a White shepherd. 

After this exercise the same group 
of men rode into Myall Creek Station 
on June 9, 1838. It was a Saturday 
and the 11 men were searching for 
more Blacks to kill. 

Most of the Aborigines from the 
camp were away with William Hobbs, 
the Myall Creek Station manager, 
but for the remainder, the nightmare 
had begun. 

With the help of Charles Kilmeis
ter, the White men tied all the adult 
Aborigines together, then force-
marched them at least half a mile 
away to the range of hills, then pro
ceeded to kill them with guns, 
swords and knives in a horrifying 
display of butchery, which included 
the children and the babies in arms. 

The men returned to Myall 
Creek Station two days later 
to dispose of the pitiful re
mains, burning the bodies 
like many logs of wood. 

The White men involved in the 
massacre, except for the native-born 
Australian John Fleming who es
caped to Van Dieman's Land, readily 
gave themselves up to the law, be
lieving they had done no wrong and 
had the support of the White mas
ters. 

Edward 'Denny' Day, a man with a 
sense of justice and humanity, was 
the magistrate at the trial. 

Seven men from the group were 
hanged in late 1838. 

THE LEGEND OF THE GLASS HOUSE MOUNTAINS 
It seems that Tibrogargan, the father, and Beerwah, the mother, had many children — Coonowrin (the eldest), Beerburrum, 

the Tunbubudla twins, Coochin, Ngungun, Tibberoowuccum, Miteteebumulgrai and Elimbah. 
According to the story there was also Round who was fat and small, and Wild Horse (presumably Saddleback) who was 

always straying away to paddle in the sea. 
One day, when Tibrogargan was gazing out to sea he noticed a great rising of the waters. Hurrying off to gather his younger 

children In order to flee to the safety of the mountains to the westward, he called out to Coonowrin to help his mother, who by 
the way, was again with child. 
Looking back to see how Coonowrin was assisting Beerwah, Tibrogargan was greatly angered to see him running off alone. 

He pursued Coonowrin and, raising his club, struck the latter such a mrghtly blow that it dislocated Coonowrin's neck, and he 
has never been able to straighten it since. 

When the floods subsided and the family had returned to the plains, the other children teased Coonowrin about his crooked 
neck. Feeling ashamed, Coonowrin went to Tibrogargan and asked for forgiveness; but tilled with shame at his son's 
cowardice, Tibrogargan could do nothing but weep copious tears, which, trickling along the ground, formed a stream which 
flowed into the sea. 

Then Coonowrin went to his brothers and sisters, but they also wept at the shame of their brother s cowardice. The 
lamentations of Coonowrin's parents and his brothers and sisters at his disgrace explains the presence today of the numerous 
small streams of the area. 

Tibrogargan then called Coonowrin, asking him why he had deserted Beerwah; at which Coonowrin replied that as Beerwah 
was the biggest of them all she should be able to take care of herself. He did not know that Beerwah was again pregnant, 
which was the reason for her great size. Then Tibrogargan turned his back on Coonowrin and vowed that he would never look 
at him again. , ... 

Even today, Tibrogargan gazes tar out to sea and never looks around at Coonowrin, who hangs his head and cries, his tears 
running off to the sea. His mother Beerwah, is still heavy with child as it takes a long, long time to give birth to a mountain. 

POSITION VACANT 

FOR SALE 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
H E A L T H ISSUES 

MEETINGS TO HAPPEN 
NEW ENTERPRISES 

Doesn't it make sense to 
advertise in a paper read by the 
Aboriginal community. 
Our advertising rates are 

reasonable and will save you 
money. 
Get smart, advertise in the 

Koori Mail. 
Phone (066) 22 2666 
Fax (066) 22 2600 
for further info. 
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Kylie aiming £or 
a court double 

ABORIGINAL 
ART 
EXHIBITION 
Featuring work from the Central and 

Western Desert Artists of 
UTOPIA LAJAMANU 
PAPUNYA BALGO HILLS 
YUENDUMU KUNUNURRA 
Including Acrylic Paintings on Canvas, 
Silk Screen Prints, Silk Batik, Carved 

Wood Sculptures and Artefacts. 
Most items will be offered for sale. 

5, 6, 7 JULY 1991 
Fri & Sat 9-5, Sun 10-3 

Byron Bay 
Community Centre 
Lawson St., Byron Bay 

Enquiries phone Paul Banney on 
(066) 85 8194 

Jukurrpa Aboriginal Art 

GUNGIL JINDIBAH CENTRE 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Education Centre) 
The University offers a range of accredited courses 
specifically for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
including the: 

Tertiary Bridging Certificate (TBC) 1 year full-time 

Associate Diploma in Health Science (Aboriginal Health and 
Community Development) 2 years full-time, 4 years 
part-time 

Associate Diploma in Business (Aboriginal Business 
Development) 2 years full-time, 4 years part-time 

These courses are co-ordinated jointly by the Centre and 
relevant faculties. Preference in admission is given to 
Koories/Murries. Successful completion of the TBC enables 
entry to most accredited programmes at the University. The 
Health course qualifies people for employment as health 
workers and the Business course for work in the private or 
public sector. The University also offers a wide range of 
mainstream programmes in the areas of education, health, 
business, tourism, sport, environmental science, art, music andl 
media. 
For information on application procedures please ring 
(066) 20 3955 or write to the Centre. 

UNE 
N O R T H E R N RIVERS PO. Box 157, Lismore, NSW 2480. 

Telephone (066) 20 3000 Facsimile (066) 22 1300 

BY KAREN YATES 

Ballina High student Kylie Coldwell, 
17, has high ambitions, with her 
sights set on becoming a lawyer. 

To reach this goal will require a 
great deal of work and study, but 
Kylie, a Year 11 student, knows what 
she has to do to achieve her objec
tive. 

But besides her studies, she is a 
talented netball player. 

A competitive player who plays 
goal defence, goalkeeper or goal 
shooter, Kylie was recently chosen in 
the Under-19 representative team to 
go to Newcastle. 

Kylie knows that to make it in a 
sport as popular as netball, it will be 
very difficult to get into the top team, 
but she has set a goal of attaining at 
least State level. 

She was introduced to the game by 
her cousins, who encouraged Kylie to 
get a team together. 

Kylie also has been encouraged by 
her father, and more support has 
c o m e from her coach, Shirley 

O'Brien. 
This is needed to keep up with the 

busy schedule she has set herself: 
One night's representative training at 
Tweed Heads for the Zone team, 
playing A-grade in the Ballina compe
tition each Saturday, and attending 
carnivals on Sundays. 

Kylie has many awards for best 
and fairest and also for winning many 
grand finals for indoor and outdoor 
netball. 

One award Kylie prides herself on 
is for participation within the club. 
She coaches Under-10s each 
Wednesday and tries to help out 
within the club as much as possible. 

Kylie watches netball each Satur
day on A B C television to learn as 
much about the game as possible. 

Her favourite player is Charissa 
Dalwood, who plays for New South 
Wales in the centre position. 

Kylie Coldwell is certainly going to 
be a player of the future, and to say 
she will go a long way in her sport 
and in her chosen career would not 
be an understatement. 

ABORIGINAL LIAISON 
OFFICERS 

0 

SEXUAL HEALTH/A.I.D.S. SERVICE 
Here to: 

• help our people and their relatives to our service 

• help patients and relatives in welfare and other matters 

• make home visits 

• work with other team members, hospital and communi
ty health staff to work out special needs for our people 

• conduct workshops on education on STD/AIDS issues 

This is a CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE 

Contact: Sharon Laurie 
Howie Vandyke 

on: (066) 23 1495 
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