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A Christmas Thought 

Christ Jesus was born in a stable— 
A birthplace of humblest degree, 

So that no one could say, "I am poorer, 
More lacking in comforts, than He." 

His mother in swaddling bands wrapped 
Him, 

The wardrobe of One, the Divine, 
That no one could say of His raiment, 

'Christ's garments were better than mine' 

His home and His comforts were borrowed: 
No pillow for resting His head! 

But He lived, and He suffered and sorrowed 
To give us true comforts instead. 

In glory His wealth had been boundless! 
He laid all those riches aside, 

That we might have riches eternal, 
And with Him forever abide. 

Mrs. Frank A. Breck 

ABORIGINES INLAND MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 
242 PITT STREET, SYDNEY 

Digitised by AIATSIS Library - RS 17/14 - www.aiatsis.gov.au



Rev, John Leitch 
Called Home 

On October 17th, The Rev. 
John Leitch, our Queensland Pre
sident for many year, was sud
denly called in to the presence of 
His Saviour. The family had 
been holidaying at Currumbin, 
where, after a brief swim, Mr. 
Leitch came out of the water 
with severe chest pains. A local 
doctor was called but a few min
utes later, in a flat occupied by 
friends, he left his earthly temple 
for the mansions of glory. 

Mr. Leitch has always had an 
interest in the work among our 
dark people. For a while he 
served as an active missionary in 
the work, then after his marriage 
he and Mrs. Leitch moved to Mel
bourne as our representatives 
there. He acted as leader of 
our representation in Victoria for 
some years, then after the war 
returned to Brisbane and be
came our President in that State. 
His help will be greatly missed. 

* 

Rev. G. F. Dyson 

Another stalwart of the Cross 
and a life-long friend of the 
A.I.M., Rev. G. F. Dyson, passed 
away recently at his home in 
North Carlton, Victoria. 

Mr. Dyson had been unwell for 
several years and had retired 
from the active ministry of the 
Methodist church some time ago. 
He is best known for his found
ing of the Carlton Methodist Mis
sion and for his great leadership 
in Christian Endeavour circles. 

Mr. Dyson had a constant 
prayer interest in the work of 
the A.I.M. and was one of the 
closest friends of our late Found
er, Mrs. R. Long. Mr. Dyson 
was President of our Victorian 
Council for many years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dyson opened 
their home to Mrs. Long Snr. and 
also to the present Director and 
his wife and family when visit
ing Melbourne. It will not seem 
quite the same to visit that city 
and not go 'to see Mr. Dyson.' He 
was a grand warrior, a real pray

er partner, and was like a father 
to many. 

To Mrs. Dyson and Miss Dyson 
we extend our sincere sympathy. 
He has gone on before us and 
what a welcome he would have. 
The Lord is removing so many of 
the older generation who have 
been active in His service. Is 
the present generation taking up 
the torch they have laid down ? 
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from the Director 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

A very hapy Christmas to you all! 
May it bring you great joy in every way. 

It will be a happy Christmas for many 
on our stations too, because of your help. 
We hate no final count so far but it will be 
well over 2000 gifts which have been sent 
out this year, besides cash. While many of 
our dark people can now give their children 
nice gifts, many others still do not receive 
very much, other than what our mission

aries pass on to them from you. Will you pray for those who receive 
these gifts ? 

We thank God for every evidence of His blessing. More workers 
have been accepted and others are applying. On my recent visit to 
Darwin I was greatly challenged by the need of the N.T. We need 
workers and transport there and need them soon if we are to take 
up, the opportunities that present themselves in that great state. 
r. cep -w praying. 

May you have a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 

EGERTON C. LONG 

In Memory of Mrs. Long 
At its meeting held on 9th of November, the Field 

Council passed the following resolution:— 
"That we place on record our gratitude and praise to 

Almighty God for calling and raising up the founder of 
the A.I.M. of Australia, our late Director-Emeritus, Mrs. 
Retta Long. 

We praise Him for the way He enabled and empower
ed her to build up this Mission for over 50 years, that 
through its missionaries and its many agencies His un
searchable riches might be freely proclaimed to our nat
ive people for His glory and their salvation. 

We praise Him for the example of such a life of self-
sacrifice, of holy faith, for untiring zeal and deep love 
for our aboriginal people and for her willingness always 
to. spend and be spent for Christ's sake and the Gospel's. 

Our beloved Founder-Director and Director-Emeritus 
fell asleep in Christ on the 18th day of October, 1956, in 
the sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrection. We 
also desire to record our sincerest sympathy with the 
members of the family. 

Richard M. Living, 
Secretary, Field Council of the A.I.M. 
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A Visit to 
Borroloola 

Miss Dorothy Pattemore, sister to Mervyn Patte-
more, recently went to (Borroloola to help Mrs Pattemore 
when their son, Mervyn John, was born. Here is part 
of the story of that visit. 
"Do you see the white building straight ahead of us?" asked 

the pilot of the mail plane. "Well, that's Borroloola! The air strip 
is the main street!" 

A few minutes later as the plane circled around to come into 
land, I was able to pick out the dark green, galvanised iron building 
of the Mission House, which was to be "home" for almost six weeks. 
Beside the house, the newly erected schoolhouse gleamed like silver 
in the bright sunlight. 

I t was a joy to be re-united with my brother and sister-in-law 
and their two little girls, and then, as we waited for the mail to be 
sorted, to meet for the first time, some of the native folk who had 
gathered to greet me. Although I didn't remember them all by 
name, (and I never could tell the difference between Mavis and May, 
or Joe and Pluto!) the brightness of their smiles and the friendliness 
of their eyes made me feel a t home among them right from the start. 

HAPPY SERVICES 
On the Sunday following we went over to the camp for services, 

travelling firstly by truck to the river bank, then transferring to 
canoe to cross the beautiful MacArthur River. Almost the whole 
camp attend the services, which are held in the open air under the 
shade of a tree. Dogs of varying size, colour and temperament are 
included in the congregation and the message is usually interspersed 
with a dog fight or two. The singing is unaccompanied, but the 
selection of hymns quite varied. Those who cannot read, know verse 
after verse of most of the old favourites from memory. 

Many a night the melodies of these hymns drift over the river, 
in place of the eerie notes of corroborree. "If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are passed away, behold, all things 
are become new." Only on one night, during my stay, the old men 
of the tribe corroborreed until sunrise. For some of these older folk 
the "Good News" of salvation seems to have come too late. 

But, for the children, the ' t r ue light" is shining. As they 
come to the mission school each morning, learning to read and write, 

MEN AT BORROLOOLA WITH MR. PATTEMORE 
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and hearing more of the One Who died to save them from sin, the 
darkness of fear and superstition is being dispelled. It was lovely to 
hear some of these girls stand up and read a Psalm, without faltering 
during these meetings, when called upon to do so. And this after 
only two years' schooling. 

VISITORS AT THE HOUSE 
The Mission House never lacks visitors. When the young men 

go back to work at the stock camps, they always call in for a "word 
of prayer" before they go. On their return their first stop is often 
the Mission House, where they are quite content just to sit and watch 
or play the gramophone. From the morning after Baby John arrived 
our flow of visitors increased. All were eager to see the newcomer 
and he won the hearts of young and old alike, straight away. It 
meant much to these people, that the little chap was born in their 
own country, that his mother had shared with them the isolation of the 
bush a t such a time. May I add here a word of testimony to the 
all-sufficiency of our God, and a word of thanks to all who prayed. 
The Lord undertook in every detail and to Him be all the glory. 

There are many things I shall remember about Borroloola. 
But long after I've forgotten the heat and the flies and the varied 
forms of insects life in the Territory (!), I shall remember the 
friendliness, love and loyalty of these dark people, the firmness of 
their handshake as we parted. And I shall remember the faithful
ness of the God whose comand is to "go into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature." 

—• Dorothy Pattemore. 
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THE C.A. WHITE MEMORIAL HALL 

PALM ISLAND 

About two years ago the late Mr. C. A. White and Mrs. White 
stayed in the Mision House, Palm Island, and while here took a very 
active interest in the affairs of the A.I.M. Church here. Mr. White 
and I discussed the possibility of doing something worthwhile to help 
our young people and it was then that building a church hall was 
first thought of. 

The need for such a building was very apparent. It would 
provide a place where our Christian young men and women could 
congregate under Christian guidance during the long summer even
ing hours. The matter of finance exercised my mind and our later 
friend offered to subsidise £ for £ raised by our native people through 
their own efforts. He started the fund off by giving us flO to buy 
any necessary things we needed to hold a Garden Party. Other 
functions have since been held and with his subsidies we will have 
approximately £800 with which to buy building materials. 

This hall, when built, will be 40 feet long and 30 feet wide. 
The floor and foundations will be of concrete to combat the white 
ant menace, the walls of weatherboards to window sill height and 
fibro cement from there up, with a roof of galvanized iron. The 
windows will be arctic glass louvres and the walls and ceiling will 
be lined with timbrock. The furnishings inside are to include book 
shelves and cupboards under the windows where library books and 
other equipment to be used by the pre-school children will be stored, 
suitable tables that will fold up against the wall when not in use, 
forms for the little ones to sit upon, and the lighting is to be fluor
escent. 

This hall will be used on five days of the week as a pre-school 
centre for children of A.I.M. parents, and at night will be available 
to the young folks of the church for reading, or some form of recreat
ional training, special handcraft classes etc. The hall will also be 
available for meetings of the women's auxiliary, for birthday or wed
ding parties and many other purposes. On Sundays it will be used 
by the Kindergarten Department of our Sunday School. 

Work has actually begun on this very worthy project. The 
trenches to carry the heavy foundations were quickly dug under the 
leadership of Mr. Snyder Ketchup and now the concrete mixing and 
pouring has begun. This week we hope to get started on putting 

Some of our 
men erecting 

the new fence 
with 

Mr. Krause 
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down the short concrete wall to hold the floor. Timber for the plates 
and studs will arrive next week and Mr. Snyder Ketchup with a 
team of capable young men will get these cut ready to go on to the 
cement walls. Mr. George Ryan is acting as general works over
seer and with the help of men like Snyder and Micky Seaton our 
cement expert and other willing hands we soon hope to have the hall 
erected. 

Small groups of workers come after they have finished their 
day's work and assist with the mixing of cement, etc. Some come 
after tea and under strong electric light, work in the cool of the 
evening. It is very encouraging how our menfolk have rallied and I 
would like to mention too the kindness of Mrs. George Ryan in pro
viding refreshments for the workers when we knock off at our night 
working bees. These little thoughtful acts help to encourage our men 
folks and bring about a closer bond of Christian feeling. 

We know it was a real joy to our late friend to be able to give so 
freely towards this very worthy project, through which we hope to 
extend Christ's kingdom, and I feel that the remembrance of his 
genial disposition, his warm-heartedness towards our people at Palm 
Island is spurring our folks on to greater efforts to have this hall 
up and in use as soon as possible. 

Perhaps there may be some other reader who would like to help 
with providing some of the equipment we need to fully furnish the 
hall when built. Then there is playground equipment that would be 
very nice for the little ones to use. However, small or great your 
help, it will be most acceptable and we pray that God. will richly bless 
our venture. 

—F. A. Krause 

An Appreciation 
We have several times wanted to include a word of app

reciation to those who have helped at Palm Island during this period 
when we have been unable to supply suitable full time workers. 

Prominent among those who have been outstanding in their 
help has been Mrs. E. M. Steele, sister to our representative in Towns-
ville, Mrs. Benton. Mrs. Steele has occupied our Mission House for 
most of the period since Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd, left the Island to trans
fer south. Now she has gone across to New Zealand and hopes soon 
to be re-united with her husband who had had to be away in Malaya 
on business for several years. 

We are deeply grateful to Mrs. Steele for her quiet gracious 
ministry on the Island. God has blessed her among the people and 
we are glad that she came our way, even for a short time. 

Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Krause also have given much of their time 
to help our Sunday school and church. Mr. Krause has acted as 
overseer of the work there and has taken the leadership in the pro
posed C. A. White Memorial Hall and is busy now with the erection 
itself. 

We are grateful to God for these and many others whom the 
Lord has raised up to help fill the gap. Will you pray for them and 
for workers needed—mature, consecrated, capable, and willing to 
give themselves to the work at Palm Island ? 
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15oo Miles With God 
and Our Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Matthews recently were transferred 
from North Queensland to Western N.8.W. Here is an 
interesting account of that long trip. We only wish we 
could publish the whole account with its story of God's 
goodness. 

What a long way it seemed as we looked at the map. But 
maps don't show the best place to camp, nor the distance between 
creeks where you can wash, at the end of a North Queensland dry 
season. 

Our Field Council had suggested that we leave around October 
1st. After last minute goodbyes we left on October 3rd, with a tin 
of lovely cold ice blocks from one of the town coloured, ladies. In the 
heat of Normanton, nothing could have been more welcome. 

Stopping a t Croydon, 100 miles on our way, we distributed 
tracts then drove on and camped for our first night out, near George
town. Early the next morning we started south again, weary miles, 
heat, bad roads, with little to see but much to praise the Lord for. 
We saw where rain had been and vehicles had had hard travelling 
only two days before. Truly His guidance is perfect. 

Between Einsliegh and Hugheden, 230 miles without a town, 
we camped on a lovely river and had our first wash day. The child
ren swam and bathed and greatly enjoyed it all. Nearby was Lynd-
hurst cattle station and our boy John walked over to see if we could 
buy some beef. The manager gave us a beautiful piece of rump 
steak, tomatoes and eggs. When we went back to pay them they 
refused all offers, and gave us more besides. 

We had wonderful experiences all along the way. Coming 
into Charters Towers was like arriving a t an oasis after the dry 
country behind us. Fruit trees and flowers everywhere. Fine school 
buildings and churches—this is the educational centre of North 
Queensland. Our children were thrilled with the 'shopping' they were 
able to do there. 

Emerald was another good camping ground with plenty of 
green grass for the children to play on. Being confined in the car 
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for hours at a time made them appreciate being able to stretch them
selves, without kicking someone. Near Duaringa we bought our first 
sausages and bread. This was a real treat for the children as the 
Normanton butcher did not make sausages at all. 

At Gladstone, we got onto the wrong road and. found our
selves up among the town's water supply instead of on the road to 
Bundaberg. Mr. Matthews admired the view but I am afraid I was 
not very happy until we were down off the steep hill and back on 
the right road. 

About six miles further on, a tyre went flat. It had been at 
one time the children's plaything and now had carried us 1,500 miles 
so did not owe us anything. We praised God it had gone down slowly 
without causing any trouble. It could have been dangerous with the 
load on a t the time. 

The rain kept us travelling that night. Tuesday we arrived 
at Bundaberg and stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Des Walters. What a 
have it was. We were able to have baths and to do the washing 
and ironing in comfort, and to sleep in beds again instead of camping 
out. 

Then on to Brisbane where we had fellowship with Mrs. Lean, 
Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Elma. Brisbane almost washed us out as 
heavy rain poured down on to and into the car. 

Fingal Point was our next stop. After tea on the beach, 
where the children had a great time paddling, we drove over to the 
Mission House. Although the Loveless family was not expecting us 
they made us very welcome and the fellowship around His Word 
helped us to understand the one-ness of those who are in Christ. 

From there we went on through Guyra, a bitterly cold spot and 
through drizzling rain to Dubbo. We had hoped to stay there for 
the week-end, but as there was no one at the church, we kept going 
and finally arrived a t Condobolin, just after midnight on the Satur
day night—eleven days after we had left Normanton. 

Late as it was we found and entered our new home. We all 
gave thanks to God for His mercies all the way and at 1.30 a.m. we 
tumbled into bed. 

His promises to us at the beginning of the trip were "This is 
the way, walk ye in it" and "I will guide thee with mine eye." Truly 
we can rejoice as we look back over the journey and say His is ever 
faithful and has always kept His promises to His people. 

"To God be the glory, great things He hath done." 
—- Stan and Hazel Matthews. 

Our Subscription Price 
The Federal Council has felt is necessary to raise the 
price of this paper from 3/6 per year to 5/0, effective 

as from Jan. 1st. 
<! We greatly regret this, but know our readers will understand 
'! that it is our inability to meet costs at the lower price, that 
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Out Station visited from 

Newcastle Waters 
While Mr. Miles and Mr. Kirk were here, we took the oppor

tunity of visiting Beetaloo, 30 miles from here. On our journey we 
were accompanied by thirteen adults and three children from the 
Newcastle Waters camp. The two stations interchange their workers 
in their own way of getting around and so it was a happy time for 
all. 

The meeting in the evening found everyone present, the mana
ger himself being a half-caste. They listened eagerly to the story 
told by Mr. Mils of the converts a t the Darwin Leprosarium. Some 
of their own number, and of the neighbouring station are inmates 
there and the slides shown proved of great interest. A film strip fol
lowed with comments by Mr. Miles and a word was given by Mr. 
Kirk, whose playing and singing was a real blessing. 

It was a glad experience to be present with them there beside their 
huts. The Word to them "God is love" was understood perfectly. 
They would never forget our visit. Who ever had sought them out 
before? The glad response of the women who gathered around— 
mostly aged, their leader blind—was most evident as they listened 
with bowed head to the message given. But what is one hill among 
a thousand needing the gospel ? 

TRANSPORT THE GREAT NEED 
Such opportunities to reach outlying districts are rare. W o r k e r s — 

workers with vehicles—are needed to reach our people in their remote 
and scattered camps on the vast cattle stations of Northern Austra l ia . 
Is it too much to ask for us in the outback zones that the urgent need 
of our being mobile be made a matter of prayer? God could work 
mighti ly for us in these last days of taking the "everlasting gospel t o 
every creature." 

—Charles A. Main 

Three New Workers Accepted 
At the November Federal Council meeting, three candidates 

were accepted to commence as probationers early in 1957. 
Miss Beryl Sinclair of Concord, N.S.W., graduated last year 

from the Sydney Bible Training Institute, and has since also been 
teaching in a pre-school kindergarten. Miss Sinclair has also taken 
high honours in music and has helped various interdenominational 
groups in Sydney with this talent. A testimony of her conversion 
and call to the work will appear in a later issue. 

Mr. Eric Tresize and Miss Deidre White both have had a strong 
call to the work among our aborigines people. They have both been 
serving with Campaigners for Christ and will be greatly missed in 
that wonderful work. 

I t is hoped that these three candidates will commence our 
guide book corespondence course for new workers shortly and that 
they will complete it while in residence at Singleton B.T.I, in the first 
few months of 1957. I t is possible that four of five probationers will 
be together at the B.T.I, early next year. Mr. John Bridges comm
ences there about the third week in January. 

Page Ten 

Digitised by AIATSIS Library - RS 17/14 - www.aiatsis.gov.au



Retta Dixon Home, Darwin 
"He led them on safely, so that they feared not." 

Psalm 78:53 

I feel it is a privilege to be given the 
opportunity to report on our activities at the 
R.D.H. this month. 

The Lord is leading into new and big 
things. At first we feared—feared that it 
might not be of Him, knowing that if it was 
not it could not be done. 

Many of you know that our large fam
ily here has out-grown the buildings we are 
in. The Welfare Department of the N.T. has 
now decided there should be 3 distinct Homes, 
a Junior Home for the children up to 12 years 
—a Senior one for those from 12 to 18 years 
—and another for young people who have be-

Sister R. Clutterbuck gun regular employment. 
It is suggested that our Mission build and staff the new Jun

ior Home, which is to be conductel on the cottage system. This 
would mean at least seven five-bedroom, self-contained cottages, be
sides a recreation hall, store, garage and communal laundry. 

The Government has offered to assist financially and has sug
gested that our Mission lease the land, then plan and provide labour 
for the project. The Home will belong to the Mission. 

Our hearts were somewhat overwhelmed at the immensity of 
the task, knowing the need for buildings and workers all over the 
field. 

SPECIAL PRAYER 
A Prayer letter went out and we ourselves had special 6 a.m. 

prayer meetings. Praise the Lord He has answered wonderfully and 
given to everyone the assurance they needed. Our Superintendent 
besought a sign that if the Lord would have us go forward that He 
would specially work in the hearts of the little ones who would be 
going into the new home and that week several children of the kin
dergarten dormitories sought the Lord and opened their hearts to 
Him. 

Others prayed that the Lord would cause an increased outside 
interest in the needs of the Home and the next few days brought 
news of applicants who were called to the Home. We believe He is 
leading us safely on and we may trust Him to bring to us those who 
can help. 

The children activities consist mainly of rounders just now. 
They put all they have into the game and play hard as Miss Gadd 
discovered when she stepped out of the dormitory and into a flying 
ball. She was knocked out for some time. The children are also 
preparing, not so enthusiastically, for exams, and as I write I can 
hear the choir preparing for Christmas services. 

One of the big girls, Olive Kennedy, is excitedly preparing 
for school holidays. Interested Christian friends in Sydney are giv
ing her a holiday with them. 

We continue to solicit your prayerful interest in the Home in 
its present position as well as in the future. 

— Sister Ruth Clutterbuck. 
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In memory 
Of Our Friend Mrs. Retta Long 

My friendship with Mr. and Mrs. Long goes back for many 
years, and I cannot now remember how or where it began. In Jan
uary, 1924, I was invited to join the Advisory Council of the A.I.M. 
and this I gladly did, for I had always been interested in the natives 
of Australia and the stories we heard from an old stockman while 
living in the North West, had given me a great sympathy for them. 

Also I had heard the story of the young Endeavour girl from 
Petersham Baptist Church, who had been led to visit the people a t 
La Perouse, Miss Retta Dixon, who later became Mrs. Long, Foun
der and Director of the Aborigines Inland Mission. I soon learned 
to love and admire this wonderful couple, and when in 1928 Mr. Long 
was suddenly called home, I think I felt it almost as much as his 
family did. 

In October, 1924, Mrs. Long was the speaker for the great 
Missionary Rally of the National C.E. Convention held in Adelaide, 
and I still remember the main points of her address. She spoke on 
the words, "Let no man take thy crown" and said if we did not take 
the Gospel to the dark people, God would bring people from other 
countries to do it. Today we have missionaries from U.S.A., Tonga 
and Fiji working among our dark folk. 

Although Mrs. Long and I saw very little of each other apart 
from council meetings, (for I, too, lived a very busy life) our friend
ship remained the same. During her last long illness I was able to 
visit her a few times and realised how firm her faith was. She was 
very beautifully and lovingly cared for by her devoted daughter, 
Olive. 

I saw her in the new home at Normanhurst a few weeks before 
her passing, and she was quite a t peace. "Next time you come," 
she said to me, "I'll be able to talk to you better." Well, there it is. 
the next time we meet will be in the Father's House, and maybe 
will be able to have long talks together. 

Her best memorial is the work still being carried on, and she 
was very happy and contented that her son, Egerton, was so worthily 
filling her place. Those who loved her in so many parts of Australia 
would please her best by bearing him and all the work of the Mission 
before God in their prayers. 

— Mrs. A. M. Small. 

ADELAIDE AUXILIARY 

A few ladies met in October to 
unitedly pray for the work. 

All the apologies came because 
of sickness. We lovingly com
mend them all to the Great 
Physician. Correspondence and 
the Prayer letter, as also one 
from the Director, gave us a 
great call for prayer. 

It warmed our hearts as we 
realised how privileged we are, 
and what an obligation is ours to 

help share the burdens of others 
by our intercession. Some very 
useful parcels were presented as 
part of the Christmas Cheer for 
the Field. When the November 
Meeting is added to our offering 
it will give us further opportun
ities to double our gifts to the 
work and thus bring cheer and 
love in His Dear Name. 

— M. TATE. 
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God' s Care for his Own at . . . 
C h e r b o u r g 

—• by Miss M. Fairfax 
"As thy days so shall thy strength be." 

So many times during the past weeks have I proved that so 
wonderfully true. His Hand has protected us as we have travelled 
over the bad road from the house to the settlement. Having no 
shock absorbers on the old truck we cannot travel above 20 miles 
an hour. That means the battery goes fiat and the car cannot pull 
up the steep hills in top as on a good road. One night we left the 
church and the raindrops started, then came heavier. Just after we 
had passed a patch of black soil the rain pelted down in torrents, 
five minutes later and we would have been stuck right there but we 
drove along and got onto the small patch of bitumen. Praise Him 
for His care over us. 

OUR THREE WORKERS AT CHERBOURG 

Miss M. Fairfax Miss V. Knox Miss T. Wingfield 

When I first arrived I wondered how I'd manage all the work, 
but / haven't, He has. I have truly enjoyed the fellowship with the 
older Christians, and then, of course, it's good to see the keenness of 
some of the young people. One girl prepared a Flannelgraph story 
better than I had given it the week previously as an example. 

Pray that all will feel only the best is good enough for the 
Lord's work. Pray that all the settlement will know that we are 
His disciples because we have love to another. John 13:35. 

"Bethesda" Mission, Melbourne 
Our Sunday School is a very happy group of little people on 

Sunday afternoons. The children are of varied ages, but they can 
all sing very nicely, and they love to "colour-in" Bible pictures. 
The week day Kindergarten is looked forward to by our pre-school 
children. Just before starting time, they pull their chairs into place, 
and they are most attentive right through. 

The Women's meetings continue to be very encouraging. 
Pastor J. Plummer and I visited Pentridge Gaol today. We found 
Murray very bright and interested in Christian things. He is now 
a follower of the Lord Jesus. He needs our prayers as he is to 
serve a long prison sentence. Syd. sang his favourite solo "Let the 
lower lights be burning." Pray for Syd, too please, dear friends. 

— Maude Ellis. 
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Fingal, Tweed Heads 
by Mrs. F. E. Loveless 

The visit to Singleton to attend the N.S.W. Conference of Mis
sionaries was a highlight never to be forgotten. Only two faces in 
that gathering were familiar, others were all strangers. What had 
been but names in cold print before, had come to life and were now 
glowing and warm. 

When I considered the delectable meals which were served 
and the quality of Spiritual food served out to Sheep and Lambs, I 
recorded these words, "He brought me to the banquetting house and 
His banner over me was love." 

We found upon our arrival home that everything was in full 
swing for a wedding. The bride to be, was Miss Valmai Paulson. 
Having spent all her life in Fingal she was well known and popular 
with the teenagers. 

The wedding ceremony was to take place at the Tugun Baptist 
Church and thither we journeyd by bus. There was an overflow con
gregation and many had to stand outside. The bridegroom, Mr. Ben 
Long, belonged to a well known Christian family living in Cudgeon. 
One sister is a student at the Queensland Bible Institute, Brisbane. 
Another one has gained high position in the nursing profession.. 

The breakfast was held at the bride's uncle's home and was 
of a high Christian standard. Testimonies were given instead of 
toasts. 

Mr. Fay, who was well known in Fingal, has passed on. He 
has been a sufferer for many years. The widow knows where to 
turn for comfort and has been wonedrfully sustained by the One 
who said He would be a "Father to the fatherless and a Husband to 
the widow." Mrs. Fay has been a member of the A.M.I, for many-
years as has also been her three sisters, Queenie, Ellen and Ruth 
Browning. 

VISIT BY BEN MASON 
Our brother, Mr. Ben Mason, was with us for eight days.Dur-

ing that time he visited the State school and spoke to the children, 
also Yelgun, an outpost of the A.I.M. work in Fingal. There was 
the trip out to Woodenbong by bus when Mr. Ben gave the address 
to an appreciative congregation. The choral items by the Fingal 
Choir gave pleasure to all. The evening meetings in the- Fingal 
Church were well attended and all enjoyed the bright and cheery 
singing. 

A welcome tea and farewell supper concluded his visit. To us 
in the Home, it gave great pleasure to have Ben with us as one of 
the family. The Christian felowship was appreciated as we spake 
together of the things of God. 

We with others look forward to a return visit. 

FINGAL, WINS SHIELD 
And now for the last but not the least piece of news. 
In June number of the A.I.M. I told of the interest in the 

Scripture examination and of how we wondered who would pass the 
examination this year. After winning the shield four times we were 
prepared to give it up this year to another winner. 

However this sacrifice was not required. For the fifth time 
Fingal has won the shield. 

Well done, Fingal! 
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Day by day at the Bible Training Institute 
''And the Lord shall guide thee continually." 

How truly we have proved the above promises during the past 
month! Daily we have needed the Lord's guidance in the many 
things that enter into the life of our College here. 

As we have sought His direction and strength at our morning 
Staff meetings for the day's routine and for special needs we have 
rejoiced at the end of the day for His faithfulness in answering prayer 

WATER SUPPLY 
One of special needs mentioned in last month's report was a 

better water supply for the College. The proposal to pipe water for 
a mile from the nearby military camp reservoir and costing £1,000 
in material has been taken up by the Singleton branch of the Apex 
Club. We believe that material assistance in the near future both 
in money and man power will be the outcome. Praise be to God! 

There has been much activity in meetings in the district. Early 
in the month the students were taken to the Hinton Baptist Church 
where they had tea and afterwards took part in the Youth for Christ 
rally. Dungog was also visited where our students combined with 
"The Lamplighters" in presenting items to a large audience. Mr. 
Bown's message from the Lord was a strong challenge to greater 
missionary zeal and vision. 

We also praise the Lord for the regular weekly religious in
struction class conducted by Miss Lundell at the Whittingham State 
School. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Oates of the Wycliffe School of Linguistics 
who are en route to service in New Guinea paid us a visit and add
ressed the students. They were greatly interested in and impressed 
with the work that is being done. Mrs. Oates is the elder daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Living. 

The Lord has provided a splendid stand for open-air meetings 
in front of the picture palace in the main street of Singleton and on 
several nights the students have taken part in singing and testimony. 

—• R. .M. Living. 

N a r r a n d e r a 
"Unto Thee, O God, do we give thanks." 

How quickly time is passing and another year has nearly 
gone. As I look back, I too give thanks to the Lord for all His 
gerat love to me, shown in every way. Mrs. Pattinson and I praise 
God for answered prayer for our work here, especially to see many 
others coming to our service on Sunday afternoon. 

Please join us in prayer that the Lord will use His own Word 
and draw men and women to Himself. I have started a sewing meet
ing and it is good to see some of our mothers coming along. We 
trust the time spent together will be helful to us all. 

We are glad the children come to Christian Endeavour and 
Sunday School and we ask continued prayer for them, that they may 
love the Lord will al their heart and love His House, also. We still 
need teachers to help with so many children. 

I am thankful to the Lord for His blesing on my visit to Lee-
ton and to see a good number of children coming to their meeting 
at night. More adults are coming also. Please pray for Leeton. 
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SYDNEY LADIES' 
AUXILIARY 

Our October meeting was pre
sided over by our President, Mrs. 
White, and was quite a represen
tative gathering. 

It was decided to hold our 
meetings on the third Friday of 
each month as from February 
next. 

Mrs. White expressed our sym
pathy to all of the family of our 
late beloved Mrs. Long and said 
how her life had been such an in
spiration to her and how she 
thanked her Lord for leading her 
into the work of the Auxiliary. 
Mrs.. Waters also spoke very 
feelingly of past memories. 

As there were no Missionary 
Speakers in town, a blessed time 
was spent in prayer and praise 
for many parts of the Field, es
pecially remembering the vacant 
stations and the need for work
ers. 

Our practical work for the 
month is again nuts and dried 
fruits for Missionary Christmas 
parcels. 

— J. SPROATS. 

GEEL0NG 
We were privileged to have a 

visit from Mr. E. A. Collins on 
Wednesday, October 17th. The 
meeting was held in the Aber
deen Street Sunday School. There 
was a good attendance and ev
eryone was very interested in the 
films shown and explained by Mr. 
Collins. We feel we have a 
greater knowledge now and will 
be able to pray more intelligently 
for the needs and the various 
phases of the work. 

We heard with regret of the 
passing of Mrs. R. Long and the 
Geelong friends wish to send 
their heartfelt sympathy to the 
members of her family and com
mend them to the Lord in this 
their time of bereavement. 

NEWCASTLE LADIES' 
AUXILIARY 

The final meeting for the year 
was held in Friday evening, No
vember 16th, when 17 ladies were 
present. The President, Mrs. 
Winton, chaired the meeting and 
welcomed our Speaker, Miss 
Ruth Dixsan, who was accom
panied by Miss Evelyn Lundell. 

At the conclusion of the busi
ness portion of the meeting, Miss 
Dixson read the Scripture por
tion, 1 Corinthians 13, and gave 
a very interesting message on 
Ruth and Naomi. 

Mrs. Parsons led in prayer for 
the Missionaries and the work on 
the Mission Stations. 

Several of the ladies are plan
ning to be present at the Single
ton College Graduation service in 
December. 

The first meeting of the year 
will be held on January 18th 
(D.V.). 

— MRS. G. FRASER. 

BLUE MOUNTAINS 
AIM. AUXILIARY 

Our Annual Christmas Gift ar-
ternoon was held on Saturday, 
20th October, at the home of 
Mr. Keats in Albion Street, 
Katoomba. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Archdeacon Denham. After the 
singing of a hymn the Arch
deacon asked us to stand for a 
few minutes in memory of our 
late beloved Director, Mrs. R. J. 
long. 

We had as our special speaker 
Mrs. Wilson from Headquarters. 
She gave us an inspiring address 
taking as her subject "The Life 
of Ruth." 

Mrs. Muir from Leura sang a 
very beautiful solo, "The Strang
er of Galilee." 

There were 45 present. and 
over 100 gifts were brought' also 
£7/10/0 yas given for Christmas 
Cheer. — EVA PEARCE. 
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Mr. and Mrs. W. Caddy spent 
some time a t Davistown and then 
later a t Wellington, N.S.W. At 
the latter, they had the privilege 
of staying with Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Way, our associate workers 
there. Mr. Caddy hopes it may 
be possible to return to the Field 
early in the New Year for which 
we praise the Lord. He himself 
suffered with asthma attacks 
while at Davistown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Matthews 
arrived a t Condobolin on October 
13th as reported last issue. A 
very interesting account of their 
trip appears in this issue. 

Mr. Howard Miles and Mr. Da
vid Kirk reached Sinugleton on 
November 19th after a quick trip 
through from Newcastle Waters. 
Mr. Miles and the other members 
of the party were able to com
pletely re-erect the mission house 
which they had moved from Phil
lip Creek, on its new site a t New
castle Waters. 

Mr. Miles and Miss E. Lundell 
planned to be married at Single
ton on December 15th and will 
visit Victoria over the Christmas 
period. 

Mr. David Kirk will be joining 
two other graduate students, Mr. 
Ben Mason and Mr. Victor Shaw, 
in the new Pastors' Course, com
mencing at Singleton in the first 
term in 1957, D.V. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Living have 
visited Caroona, a settlement 
near Werris Creek, again and 
found increased interest over 
their last visit. I t is hoped to 
place workers there as soon as 
accommodation can be found. Mr. 
and Mrs. Living continue their 
work at the Singleton Bible 
Training Institute. 

The 1956 graduation from the 

Singleton B.T.I, will be held on 
Monday, December 10th, when 
the Director will be the speaker. 
Six students will be graduating 
this year. 

Word from Rev. and Mrs. J. 
Lloyd tells of opportunities in 
many ways in their home coun
try. They write they are anxious 
to get back to Australia and are 
booked for next June, God will
ing. 

Miss Thelma Wingfleld, who 
has been helping at Cherbourg, 
is transferred to the Nursery of 
the Retta Dixon Home, Darwin, 
where she will serve under Sis
ter Ruth Clutterbuck. Miss 
Wingfield hopes to go by way of 
South Australia and visit her 
home at Port Augusta, Lord will
ing. 

Miss Jocelyn Gadd planned to 
leave Darwin on November 27 by 
'plane for furlough. Miss Gadd 
has served at the Retta Dixon 
Home for three years with an
other year of service before that 
on eastern stations. She will 
first visit her home in Mary
borough, Qld., then come south to 
Sydney for some weeks. After 
furlough, Miss Gadd may help a t 
Headquarters until her marriage 
with Mr. John Bridges, recently 
accepted worker. 

Miss G. Dinham plans to leave 
Darwin, Lord willing, by 'plane 
on December 28 for her furlough 
in Sydney. Miss Beth Bowie will 
be travelling on the same 'plane. 

#*#«*>#>#>##># 

Subscription Due ! 
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Part of the Sunday 
School at Woorabinda, 
Central, QLD. 

Junior 
Readers 1 

P a g e 
c/o A.l.M. Office, 

242 Pitt Street, 
SYDNEY. 

Dear Girls and Boys, 
As you read this page, you will be on holidays, looking forward 

to the day of days towards the end of December. I hope some of 
you have been able to help send the Christmas message to the dark 
people, who I hope you will learn to love. 

One great item of interest recently has been the Olympic 
Games. I'm sure many of our dark people have been interested in 
the report of the Games, too, for they do well on the sports field, 
having been trained in the past, to be clever hunters. Just think 
what a straight aim an Aboriginal must possess to be able to strike 
with his boomerang, a bird in flight, and to fasten with his spear a 
quick darting fish. 

The dark folk have proved themselves able to compete with 
their white brothers and sisters in sport. In Darwin our young folk 
are well able to hold their own in basketball matches. A dear old 
Christian, Mr. Norman Jackson, who lived in the Gulf Country until 
his Home Call in 1955, had been an outstanding runner in his day. 

Soon January 1957 will dawn, D.V. The New Year is like 
a race set before us. From Hebrews 12:1 and 2 we learn we cannot 
be successful in the Christian race and make a habit of doing wrong 
things. These, like a heavy overcoat and gum boots, weigh us down. 
Landy wouldn't run in these, would he? 

Often we give in our names, when we wish to enter a race. 
We decide we shall run. There is a time when we decide to ask the 
Lord Jesus to save us. Our names are written in His book of life 
and we are able to enter the Christian race. Is your name there 
yet? 

The successful runner keeps his eyes fixed on the finishing 
tape, the goal. Christians must not look back, nor around, at others 
but unto the Lord Jesus. 

"Run the straight race, through God's good grace, 
Lift up thine eyes to seek His face, 
Life with its way before you lies, 
Christ is the path and Christ the prize." 

Thus you will let your light shine. Thus you will be able to 
pass on vital lampada (the torch of Life), to others as our late dear 
Director Emeritus has done. 

The ancient Olympic runner coveted not wealth but a simple 
wreath of parsley. Junior Readers, the "Well done" of our Lord 
Jesus, and His commendation, which has been dear Mrs. Long's re
ward, will mean infinitely more than all the riches and popularity 
of this world. 

May yours be a race well run! 
Your friend, 
Aunt Catherine. 
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Aborigines Inland Mission 
of Australia 

Founded by Mrs. R. Long, August 1st, 1905. 
Head Office: 242 P i t t St., Sydney, N.S.W., Austral ia. Phone: MA 2078. 

Director: Rev. Egerton C. Long (UM 6923) 

General Secretary: Mr. E. A. Collins (UF 2464) 

Federal Advisory Council: President, The Director; Chairmen and Vice-
pres., Mr. L. Scott and Mr. J. A. Evans : Secretary, Mr. G. Blacket; 
Asst. Sec , Miss M. Mackay; Gen. Treasurer , Mr. R. T. Harr i s . 
Asst. Treasurer : Mr. P. Atkinson. 
Hon. Medical Advisor: Dr. D. Treloar. 

Victorian State Council: 
Secretary: Mr. A. J. Bagot, 202 Spring St.. Reservoir, Phone J U 4059. 
Treasurer : Mr. L Stirling, 18 Lawes St., Hawthorn, Vic. Ph. WM6429 

Queensland State Council: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer : Mrs. J. Elms, Cotton St., Shorncliffe, N.E.7. 

Tasmanian Sta te Council: 
Secretary: Mr. E. McFarlane, 23 Courtney St., Lenah Valley, H o b a r t 
Treasurer : Mr. W. Wolnizer, Riawena Rd., Rose Bay, Tas . 

South Australia Auxiliary: 
-Sec. & Treas . : Mrs. M. Tate, Smith-Dorr ien St., Netherby, S.A. 

AUXILIARY SECRETARIES AND LOCAL R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
New South Wales : 

Sydney Ladies' Auxiliary: Mrs. Seivers, c/o. A.I.M. Office. 
Men's Fellowship: Mr. T. A. Young, c/o. A.I.M. Office. 
Newcastle S e c : Mr. F. Wilson, 19 Mitchell St., Tighe'u Hill. 
Newcastle Ladies ' Auxil iary: Mrs. W. Fraser, 4 David St. Georgetown 
Blue Mountains Auxil iary: Miss E. Pearce, St. Alban's Rd., Medlnw 

Bath. 
Queensland: 

Brisbane Ladies ' Auxil iary: Mrs. R. .Thoday, 86 Venner Rd., Annerley 
Rockhampton: Mr. W. E. Perkins, North St., Range, Rockhampton. 
Townsvll le: Miss F. B. Thornton, Leigh St., West End, Townsville. 

Mrs. Benton, 16 Cleveland Terrace, Townsville. 
Ku lgun-Ka lba r : Miss Ellice Moller, Kalbar. 

Victoria: 
Bal lara t : 
Geelong: Miss H. Williams, 19S W. Melbourne Rd., Geelong W e s t 

Northern Terr i tory : 
Darwin: Mr. R. M. Bowie, P.O. Box 224, Darwin. 

Great Bri tain: 
Isle of Man: Miss D. Cubbon, Awym Beg, Ballasfesson, Por t Erin. 
Nor thern Ireland: Mr. Teeney, 15 Ambleside St., Belfast. 

United S ta tes of America: 
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Dailey, 144 Ackerson Lake, Jackson, Michigan. 

• 

G E N E R A L I N F O R M A T I O N 

The Aborigines Inland Mission is operating in New South Wales, 
Queensland, Victoria and Northern Territory. Donations to the work 
of the A.I.M. should be addressed to the General Treasurer at Head
quarters, or to the State Treasurer. Cheques, money orders, etc. 
should be made payable to "Aborigines Inland Mission." 

Offers of Service as Missionaries may be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary of the Federal Council at Headquarters or State Councils. 
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