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The Launching 

o of the 

A.I.M. 

Mrs. RETTA LONG 

The Aborigines Inland Mission of Austral ia 
came into being on August 1st, 1905, in the same 
way as most of God's enterprises do—without much 
publicity or fanfare. God chose a country town in 
N.S.W, with less than 3,000 inhabitants. I t was not 
even in a church building—but in the dining room 
of a small cot tage tha t the Mission had its birth. 

Eight years before, in 1897, Miss Re t t a Dixon 
had been se t apa r t as a missionary to the aborigines, 
working from La Perouse. 26 camps were opened 
up for the Gospel in the years tha t followed until 
in 1905, Miss Dixon severed her connection with that 
par t icular work and went to Singleton in the leading 
of the Lord. Later Miss Dixon became Mrs. L. W. 
Long. 

God had prepared the town with a heaven sent 
revival dur ing a tent campaign and Miss Dixon 
found ready helpers in establishing the work in that 
area. Soon the formation of a Mission was contem
plated and then decided upon in the presence of God. 

A simple constitution was drawn up on what is 
called Fa i t h Lines. Candidates would be expected to 
have absolute faith in the Deity of the Trinity, the 
inspiration of the Scriptures and be sound on all 
fundamental doctrines. The work would be inter
denominational in character . 

On August 1st, 1905 all was in readiness and 
with a deep sense of unworthiness the little com
mittee launched the Aborigines Inland Mission of 
Austral ia. 

Here is the entry from Miss Dixon's diary: 
August 1, 1905. This afternoon faith was low. 

Mr. L. W. LONG 

though God was jus t the same El Shaddai. I felt 
ill and weak and tired and powerless. I asked the 
Lord for a message and to m y intense surprise He 
said to me, "O woman, grea t is thy faith, be it unto 
to thee as thou wilt." In wonder and in weakness 
I took Him a t His word and accepted this wonder
ful message Which covered all my need. 

We met a t the residence of Mr. Cochrane (Local 
C.P.S.) a t 7.30 p.m. and began that never-to-be-
forgotten meeting with the hymn "To the work!" 
followed by a season of prayer and the reading of 
Isaiah 60. We claimed its rich promises, especially 
"A little one shall become a thousand and a small 
one a s trong nation." We knelt and sang reverently 
through each verse of "Oh, 'tis sweet to follow Jesus 
and go with Him all the way." 

We sang the last verse with upraised hands and 
in tha t action placed ourselves a t God's disposal. 
( I look upon that moment as the birth of the A.I.M.) 

The Constitution was laid on the table. I t had 
been signed by Ret ta Dixon, Mabel Timbury, H. Sell-
wood Austin, Mary Austin, B. Bartrop, A. Millard, 
E. M. Aitkin. P . O. Davis, A. T. Cochrane, I. Wor-
gan, G. Coughlan and L. W. Long. We linked our 
hands and sang the Doxology. I read our marching 
orders—Matthew 28:18-20—and with bowed heads 
we covenanted with the Lord to fulfil His command 

— continued on page 9 

Right: 

The house at Singleton 
where the A.I.M, was 
launched. 
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Beloved Prayer Partners, 

It is an honour to be associated with this spe
cial Jubilee issue of our monthly magazine. We 
have sought to bring you as many photos of our 
workers as we possibly can squeeze in. We are 
sorry not all are included, but others will be pub
lished next month. Some stations could not be 
mentioned, and merely a brief word said about oth
ers. I am sure you will understand. 

Only the books of heaven can adequately portray 
the faithfulness of our God and the faithful self-sac
rificing labour of all the missionaries, associate 
workers and others who have joined us from time to 
time in the work of evangelising the coloured people 
of Australia. 

But we are not only looking back, we are look
ing forward. We must pledge ourselves and all 
that we have and are to the Unfinished Task and 
renew our allegiance to Christ our Captain. There 
must be fully two-thirds of the aborigines of Aus-

Jubilee Messahe from 

the Director 

tralia who are still without any regular missionary 
witness. Where are they ? Many of them at least 
are around and between some of our stations. The 
Northern Territory offers a great challenge to us 
in the years that lie ahead if Christ shall tarry. 

To face the challenge of the Northern Territ
ory is one of our immediate tasks. We are seek
ing to reinforce the thin line of workers there. In 
late October quite a convoy of workers will set 
out from Central Queensland: Mr. Stretton, the 
Pattemores, the Browns, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Miles, and 
there will be others going in the New Year, God wil
ling. Will you pray them through? Will you stand 
behind them in prayer ? It is not going to be easy. 
Opposition, both direct and subtle, will seek to hin
der and stop their work. It will need great grace 
and a constant supply of the Holy Spirit's power, 
filling consecrated and yielded vessels to meet the 
enemy and claim victory through and for Christ. 

More workers are needed— 
but more support for present, 
workers too is a vital necess
ity. Are you doing your part? i 
We are aiming to make the 
work more widely known this J 
next year—will you help us ? | 

Thank you for your pray
ers. Thank you for your help. 
It is one of our greatest en-
couragements—next to see
ing souls saved on the Field, 
—to know that you are with 
us in the work. Mrs. E. C. LONG 

Yours for the Jubilee of souls. 
Egerton C. Long. 

ABORIGINES INLAND MISSION OF AUSTRALIA 
HEAD OFFICE: 242 Pitt Street, Sydney, Australia. Phone: MA 2078 

The Aborigines Inland Mission hat for its object the evangelisation of the 
Aboriginal and half-caste people of Australia. It seeks to carry out 
the Lord's command. "Go ye therefore and teach all nations 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you." (Matt. 28:18-20), in the establishment of an indigenous Church 
and Native Ministry. 

It is interdenominational in character. Membership is based on Absolute 
faith in the Deity of three persons of the Godhead, Absolute belief 
in the inspiration and authority of the Old and New Testament Scrip
tures and Absolute faith in the power of God to meet every need of 
His servants and His work. 

The Mission is supported by the nnsolicited freewill offering of the Lord's 
people s iren in answer to prayer. 

Our Motto* 

"OUR GOD 
IS ABLE" 
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Milestones in the Progress of 
1905 Founded in Singleton, 

August 1st. Children's 
Home opened, August 

14th. Public Inaugural meetings, 
September 11. F i rs t missionary 
accepted, October 21. 

1906 Mr. L. W. Long and 
Miss Retta Dixon mar
r ied, January 11. Work 

at Walcha, Armidale, Yass and 
Cullah begun. 252 converts in f i rst 
two years. Churches at Singleton 
and Karuah formed. F i rs t mis
sionary death—Mrs. Har r ing ton . 

the A.I.M. 1923 Work begun at Palm 
Island, Qld., and at 
Tarcoola & Ooldea in 

South Austra l ia . 

1907 

1908 
bourg. 

1909 

1910 

"Our A i m " published in 
September. 

Work begun in West
ern Austra l ia , inv i ta 
t ion to begin at Cher-

F i rs t visi ts to Queens
land. 

Headquarters t rans
ferred f r o m Singleton 
to Sydney. 

1911 F i r s t missionaries ap
pointed to Herberton, 
North Queensland. — 

They regularly v is i ted Bowen, 
Mackay and Cardwel l . 

Miss M. B A G N A L L 

First Missionary Accepted 
by the A.I.M. 

1916 

1917 

Miss M. Brown began 
Condobolin, N.S.W. 

F i rs t Sydney Advisory 
Council fo rmed. 

1918 Sydney office opened, 
f reewi l l offering boxes 
inst i tuted. 1,400 abori

gines being reached by our mis
sionaries. 

1920 

1921 
fol lowed 

1922 

3,000 Aborigines being 
reached for Christ . 

Cherbourg (then Bar
ambah) entered in 
July. Great blessing 

immediately. 

Gayndah and Taroom 
Woorabinda) added as 
A. I .M, stations. 

1924 Dur ing th is year 12 
native missionaries and 
workers were set apart 

in various parts of the Field. 

1926 Palm Island Church 
formed w i th 41 mem
bers. 

1927 Gayndah church build- ing opened. 
Work be

gun at Fingal Head, 
Tweed River, N.S.W. Taroom 
settlement in Qld. moved to 
Woorabinda. 

1928 Opening of Cowra 
Church bui ld ing. 
Homecall of Co-Direc

tor , Mr. L. W. Long, December 28. 

1 0 ) 0 Normanton work com* 
menced by Miss Law
son. Mr. and Mrs. Har 

ris starteda t T ingha. Publ icat ion 
of the Evangel begaun. 

1930 Church formed at 
Woorabinda a f t e r 
years of test ing. Con

ventions fo r nat ive Chr is t ians be
gun—fifteen were held in the next 
few years. Purchase and dedica
t ion of Memorial Van . Mr . W. A. 
Long entered the work and began 
a blessed min is t ry among the 
people. 

1 9 3 3 ) Churches erected at 
Woorabinda and Palm 
Island. In the last five 

years, there had been 2,600 c o n . 
versions, eight new churches es
tablished and 30 nat ive workers 

_ added. 

1936 A. I .M, workers enter 
the Northern T e r r i 
to ry fo r the f i rs t t ime. 

Mr. Tay lor stationed at Darwin 
and Mr. Weston at Tennant 
Creek. 

1938 
Stephens. 

Nat ive Workers T ra in 
ing College established 
at Pindimar, Port 

1039 465 decisions for Christ on our stations. 

Sunday school exam, com
menced f rom the Tra in ing College. 
Har ry Foster set apart as native 
worker in the Northern Ter r i to ry . 

The Children's Home 
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Left — 

Mr. L. W . LONG 

and 

B I L L CORBETT 

on Palm Island 

l O d f l F i rs t Dry Season I t i n -
I T I O erary — by Mr. D. 

Stretton and Mr. J . 
Quinn. Church at Newcastle 
Waters formed. Three conventions 
and three Bible schools held. 

1949 

1950 
and Miss 
won for 
preached 
year. 

Dry Season I t inerary 
by Mr. Stret ton and 
Mr. Pattemore. 

Three missionary loss
es by death, Mr. J . 
Quinn, Miss F. Beasley 

D. Dennison. 200 souls 
Christ. The Gospel 

at over 100 places in 

1951 Mr. an Mrs. L iv ing 
had 78 decisions on 
Cherbourg. Dry Season 

I t inerary by Mr. Main and Mr. 
Stretton. 

I A A A F i rs t band of workers 
I T I U entered the N.T. First 

Church bui lding in the 
N.T. at Kather ine. 

I A J 1 Hundreds of dark men 
I 7 " l f rom our stat ions en

listed in Wor ld War I I . 
Palm Island church erected (pre
vious one destroyed by cyclone). 
Church formed at Katherine, N.T. 
w i t h 11 baptisms. 

1941-2 Evacuation of the 
Northern Ter r i to ry . 
of Kather ine. Miss 

Bagnall , f i rs t missionary, called 
home. Bible schools in place of 
Tra in ing College, closed by the 

1 0 / 1 3 T ra in ing College moved 
1 9 4 3 to Dalwood. Fingal & 

Condobolin Churches 
bui l t . Har ry Foster of the N.T. 
passed away. Also Pastor Dan 
Kyle of Palm Island. 

1944 Students received at Dal-
wood. Serious accident 
to Director in the 

Northern Ter r i to ry . 82 centres 
reached w i t h the Gospel that 
year. 

1945 Sunday school decision 
day brought many re
sults. N a r r a n d e r a 

opened. Mr. and Mrs. Watson 
i t inerated around Boggabil la. 
Purchase of Min imbah House for 
the Tra in ing College. 

1946 Palm Is. House des-
troyed by f i re and re
bu i l t in e ight months. 

Workers returned to Darwin and 
Retta Dixon Home established 
there. F i rs t Bible school a t Single
ton College. 

1947 Dist r ic t wo rk com-
menced in N.S.W, w i th 
Dubbo as f i rs t centre 

—Fi rs t Graduation Day a t Single
ton College. 

1952 Normanton and Delis-
savil le Churches erec
ted. Aust in t ruck pur

chased for the N.T. 196 Conver. 
sions and 72 restorations on the 
three Govt, settlements in Qld. 

1953 Nat ive Workers T r a i n -
ing College changed to 
Bible T ra in ing Ins t i 

tu te and young men students ac
cepted a t Singleton. Pastor and 
Mrs. Naden had blessed min is t ry 
in south western N.S.W. Mr. Main 
and Mr. Stret ton again on i t iner
ary, v is i ted 48 places. Mr. and 
Mrs. Pattemore started Borroloola. 
Moree re-opened. Retirement of 
Mrs. R. Long as Director. Rev. 
E. C. Long appointed to tha t posi
t ion. 

1954 
present 
Bethesda 
A. I .M. 

Largest Bible School & 
adul t Conference at 
Singleton B.T.I . 135 

f rom N.S.W, stations. 
Mission l inked w i t h the 

Miss F. GINGER 
One of our Pioneers 

1955 Record enrolment at 
B.T.I, and 150 at May 
Bible School. Floods 

devastate Gilgandra, Dubbo and 
Singleton. Jubilee Year of A. I .M, 
and Jubilee Conference at Single
ton attended by almost every 
worker. Great Blessing received 
and extended to many of our 
stations. 
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Some of Our New South Wales Workers 

Mr. E. A. COLLINS M r s E A C O LL INS Miss M. CAMPBELL Miss I. ARGERAKIS Mr. A. C. GOULTER 
General Secretary Editor Griffith Griffith Moree 

The Australian Evangel 

Mr. FRED LOVELESS 
Fingal 

Miss M. FAIRFAX 
Condobolin 

Mr. and Mrs. R. M. LIVING, Dubbo 
(Mr. Living is our Field Secretary) 

Mr. DOUGLAS KIRK 
Dubbo 

Mr. DAVID KIRK 
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Forty Four Years in the A.I.M. 

Miss M. ACLAND 

On May 3, 1911, I joined 
the A.I.M, and went forward 
to witness and work among 
the original inhabitants of 
this land. I t has been a grea t 
joy to serve them and tell 
out the message of Redeem
ing Love. It has been a joy 
to see them taking in the 
Word of Life. 

Many and varied have been the experiences, 
but the Lord has never failed and has led me safely 
all the way. The truth of the Lord's words, "I was 

a s t ranger and ye took me in," have been realised 
when going to a new place, feeling s t r ange and 
alone. Praise the Lord for the channels He has 
through whom He can work. 

In answer to prayer I have seen buildings 
erected and means of t ranspor t provided and my 
own needs wonderfully met, for which I praise the 
Lord. 

One of the men on Karuah reserve often sang 
these words (How true they are): 

The sky will not always be blue 
The heart will not always be light, 
But God Witt forever be true, 
Then trust in His goodness and might, 

Margaret Acland 

I Shall Never Cease to Praise Him 

Over twenty six years 
ago the Lord called and I 
answered. 

I count these the best 
years of my life. From the 
beginning the Lord gave me 

a great love for our dear 
| dark brothers and sisters 

whom I had not seen before. 
It is a grand thing to bring 

souls to Christ. How 
I should love to give more years of service bu t it 
is not possible. I look forward to the time when I 

Miss C. PRESNELL 

shall meet some of the dear ones up yonder. 

I thank Him for each fellow worker. And 
according to His promises He has raised up sisters 
and brothers and supplied all the needs. When I 
came into the work I suffered very much with 
several physical ailments including neuritis and foot 
trouble. Very soon the Lord removed them all. I 
have never been in better health. His promise is 
true—youth is renewed. 

Praise Him too for all the years of fellowship 
in the work with dear Mrs. Long the founder of 
the Mission. God bless her. I could never tell you 
all it has meant to me to serve m y Lord and 
Master . To Him be all the glory. 

O. Presnell 

LAUNCHING OF THE A.I.M. 
continued from Page k 

and go forth and m a k e disciples for Him of the 
Aborigines of Austral ia . 

At 9.30 p.m. the meeting was closed in p rayer 
by Miss Worgan. Thus our new Mission is launched. 
Wonderful leading of the Lord! Little did I think 
that Singleton would be the starting point when in 
February He bade me arise and depart His way is 
perfect 

A series of special meetings were held in Single

ton on September 9-10-11, 1905, to inaugurate the 

new enterprise and a public meeting was held in 

the local Methodist Church on September 11th. At 

that time there were over 300 camps of dark people 

in New South Wales alone, and only 27 had been 

touched for Christ, to say nothing of the remainder 

of the Commonwealth. 
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W o r k in the Sunshine State 

Mr. & Mrs. W. CADDY 

Cherb eroourg 
Cherbourg is now our oldest centre in Queens

land. Herberton in the north, was the first place 
where resident missionaries worked but the people 
have drifted away from there now. The work at 
Cherbourg began with Miss K. M. Simmons in 
July 1921 and later Miss Campbell had a remarkable 
ministry there. A sequence of devoted missionaries 
have followed these early pioneers and now Mr. 

and Mrs. Wesley Caddy are doing a splendid work, 
using every means possible to attract and win the 
young people, especially, to Christ. 

There are over 1000 on the settlement, which 
is 187 miles north west of Brisbane. One of our 
largest church buildings was erected there by our 
missionary carpenter, Mr. A. C. Goulter, with the 
wonderful assistance of the native Christian men. 
It was opened in 1938. The Sunday school enrol
ment is increasing and a spirit of revival seems 
to be pervading the whole of the native church at 
Cherbourg. 

Mr. & Mrs. H. KLEINSCHMIDT 

Cherbourg A.I.M. Church 

Woorabinda 
The work at Woorabinda has a thrilling his

tory. Our first contact with the people came in 1921 
when two lady missionaries drove by horse and 
buggy over 400 miles to touch the people living at 
Taroom. These were all later moved to Woorabinda, 
150 miles to the north. It took years of prayer 
before the door was fully opened to minister to 
these dark hearts. 

Our church was first formed in August 1930 
and now worships in a fine building erected in 1933. 
Every missionary who has ever served there has 
loved the place and the people. Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Kleinschmidt have led the work for several years 
and have a good group of praying believers and a 
blessed witness on the sett lement Five young people 
are in training at the Bible Training Institute from 
Woorabinda. 
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Palm Island 
Palm Island is the beauty spot of our Field. 

Our first missionary landed there in 1923. A living 
church was formed on the baptism of 41 converts 
in September, 1926. One of the high points in the 
history of the work was the ministry of a native 
pastor, the late Dan Kyle. 

The present church is a splendid building, while 
the living church is an encouragement as it begins 
to stand on its own feet. They need much guidance 
and help and prayer. Mrs. E. Steel of Townsville and 
Miss B. Cornell are carrying on a gracious ministry 
among the people at the present time. 

Mr. and Mrs. STAN MATTHEWS AND FAMILY 

Normanton 
Normanton is a semi-isolated spot on the Gulf 

of Carpentaria. Once, during gold-rush times, it was 
a thriving town, now the population is about 200. 
The number of aborigines living in or near the town 
has dwindled but the number out on the surround
ing cattle stations has increased more and more. 

Normanton A.I.M. Church 

Palm Is. A.I.M. Church 

It is to reach them that we prayed much for a 
suitable vehicle and now through the generosity of 
a Sydney friend, Mr. and Mrs. Stan Matthews have 
gone forward with a station wagon to do this work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Watson have been at Nor
manton seven years. During that time Mr. Watson 
has erected a splendid church building, beautifully 
finished on the inside. They have maintained both a 
school and a hostel so that the native children who 
are barred from attending the public school, might 
have an opportunity of education. They have done 
a faithful work in every way. 

Mr. & Mrs. L. W. WATSON, RUTH & NAOMI 

OTHER CENTRES IN QUEENSLAND 

We cannot mention every place nor everyone. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pickett are at Charleville, centre of a 
large district with over 1000 dark people in i t They 
have a great vision of the work. Miss Hoya Brown 
is working faithfully in Brisbane among the many 
who have for various reasons come to the city to 
live. Associate workers too in various places are a 
great help in reaching the lost of this vast state 
for Christ. 
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The Northern Territory 

Mr. DICK 
STRETTON 

Miss A. CLARK 

The Northern Territory, which is larger than 
N.S.W, and Victoria together, is our newest Field. 
To enter it was a great step of faith, as it was one 
of the last strongholds of primitive darkness as far 
as many of the aborigine people were concerned. I t 
has been a great battleground. World War II almost 
completely stopped our work in the far north of the 
State and yet later it opened the country up for 
travel as nothing has ever done. The north-south 
bitumen road has been a great highway for gospel 
vehicles and the plane services now so regular and 
well established have reduced isolation to a mini
mum, for most places. 

Since the War also the Dept, of Native Affairs 
has taken a stronger stand for the welfare of the 
aborigines and more recently has introduced its long 
range policy of assimilation for both native and col
oured people in the N.T. 

The settled work on Govt, settlements will al
ways remain only a portion of our work in the N.T. 

Northern Territory Field Map 

Mr. & Mrs. M. PATTEMORE, 
MARGARET & DOROTHY Mr. & Mrs. NOEL BROWN & FAMILY 
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Delissaville A.I.M. Church 

One feature that has been repeatedly blessed 
(though often opposed) has been the visitation of 
the scattered groups of people on the vast cattle 
stations of the State. Mr. Dick Stretton with various 
companions has undertaken this for a number of 
years. We hope to develop this work more and more, 

Our God is the God of the impossible. This 
truth was proved again to me as the way opened 
up to attend our Mission's Jubilee Conference. A 
little while previously it seemed an impossibility 
to be able to go those thousands of miles to Single
ton. How full of praise are the hearts of those of 
us who travelled by way of the Northern Territory 
truck! Our loving Heavenly Father supplied our 
every need. We were very conscious of His care 
over us, g ran t ing us journeying mercies, and guid
ing us all along the way. 

What a joy it was to meet with so many of our 
fellow-workers. Grand were the t imes of fellowship 
we had together—they were an encouragement and 
strengthening to me. 

Then there was the purpose for which we met. 
The devotional meetings led by two chosen servants 
of the Lord st irred one to the very depths, challen
ging one's spiritual life. Am I real? Is my conse
cration all I profess it to be? What of the lack 
in so little time spent each day with the Lord the 
need to be taught of Him day by day, has the 
Lord His rightful place in my life? 

"In all my heart and will, O Lord Jesus 
Be altogether King! 

Make me a loyal subject, 
To Thee in everything." 

especially from established centres such as Kath
erine and Newcastle Waters . 

Borroloola, one of the first settled places in the 
N.T. now boasts only six white residents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Mervyn Pa t temore have pioneered the work for 
us there and Mr. Pa t temore has erected a fine house 
32'x20'. Their stores come by boat from Brisbane, 
and all mail comes by air every two weeks. About 
80 native people a re there permanent ly but around 
Chris tmas as m a n y as 200 gather . 

Mr. and Mrs. Pa t temore have commenced a 
school for the native children and this has been 
very successful. The welcome given by the people 
to their missionaries has been wonderful and there 
have been a number of outstanding conversions and 
evidence in the lives of many of new life in Christ. 
Mr. Main has carried on while the Pattemores have 
been south on furlough. They are returning about 
November and Mr. Main will return to Newcastle 
Waters and next year Lord willing will again ac
company Mr. Stretton on another itinerary around 
the cattle stations. 

What times of blessing at the prayer sessions, 
praying for the Field, praying for ourselves in our 
need. The Lord met my need. 

Then how profitable were the papers and dis
cussions on the work amongst our dark people— 
of how we could meet their need more adequately. 
What a challenge again to me, to be more fitted for 
His service, to give myself more. There was the 
realisation of falling far short of fulfilling the Lord's 
plans for my life, to be used as He would use me. 

Yes, it has meant a challenge and checking up 
on m y spiri tual life and on service for Him. A 
determination in His power to be all in all for 
Him and His service whatever the cost. 

Lower and lower, dear Saviour, we pray, 
Losing the self-life still more every day; 
Weak and unworthy, we're looking above; 
Empty us, Jesus; then fill us with love. 

Lower and lower down at Thy cross 
All the world's treasure counting but dross; 
Down at Thy feet blessed Saviour, we fall, 
Lower, st i l l lower, Christ aU in all. 

—Gal. 2:20 

Miss M. SPOHN, Darwin, N.T. 

What the Jubilee Conference Meant to Me 
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"Suffer the little Childeren to Come unto. Me" 

The Retta Dixon Home 
The Retta Dixon Children's Home, for coloured 

children was established by the AXM. at the Bagot 
Road Government Reserve, Darwin, in Hay, IMS. 
The Home is five miles from the town itself. 

There are 106 children resident in the Home 
They are divided into groups with each group being 
under the care of a missionary worker. 

The object of the Home is to build healthy 
bodies, train healthy minds and to lead each child 
to accept the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, early 
in life. 

HOME ACTIVITIES 
The children rise at 6.30 a.m. and from then on 

until 8.45 when the bus leaves for school, the Home 
is a hive of activity. Morning duties bathing, 
dressing, and lunches have to be supervised, school 
sewing and book lists attended to as well as a 
hundred other little items. There are 88 children 
attending the Darwin Public School. Seven boys and 
girls have reached the 7th grade and one girl Is 
doing her first year in High School. 

The other children help considerably with the 
laundry and other duties of the Home and recently 
shouldered responsibility and helped in a wonderful 
way while most of the missionaries were away at 
the Jubilee Conference. 

Miss DINHAM 
with a group of R.DM. Children 

HEALTH AND SPIRITUAL CARE 
Immediately after breakfast each morning, the 

Dispensary is opened and the Sister attends to cuts, 
sores, and minor ailments before the children go off 
to school. Again in the evening the Dispensary 
cares for those who need attention. Special atten
tion is given to diet too and the children all look 
wonderfully well. 

A playground equipped with swings, razzle-
dazzle, rocker, slide, and gymnastic bars is a source 
of pleasure for the younger children. The older 
boys and girls are keen on basketball and both boys 
and girls have an RDH team in the Junior Com
petition this year. They have every hope of winning 
the premiership this year. 

Three buildings at Casuarina, a lovely coastal 
beach seven miles from the Home, provide a good 
holiday spot where the children enjoy their vaca
tions. We plan to add more buildings and facilities 
during this year if possible to make it more useful 
and permanent. 

Children at their favourite spot 
—the Borne Playground Miss M. SPOHN Miss G. DINHAM 
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Miss J. GADD Mr. G. S A W Y E R 

The workers, seek every opportunity of pointing 
the children to Christ Church services, Sunday 
school. Christian Endeavour, Bible Study and prayer 
meetings are all held at the Home and it is a won
derful centre for Christian fellowship for visitors 
to the North. 

Several of the children are helped by friends 
who have adopted them for prayer and part-support. 
Two of our younger children were recently legally 
adopted and taken south by a Christian friend. Both 
have settled in well. There are other children who 
could take their place in family circles in the south 
if Christian homes were open to them. 

The Welfare Branch of the N.T. Administration 

Mr. and Mrs. D. W A L T E R 

is in favour of the adopting out of our children, 
believing it will be for the benefit of the child and 
the carrying out of their policy of assimilation. 

One of the boys has been accepted as student 
at the Singleton Bible Training Inst and hopes to 
enter in the new year. We trust that others will 
so come to know and love the Saviour that they 
too will desire to be trained for His service. Will 
you pray for the children in the Retta Dixon Home? 
And for the staff? 

God's Faithfulness to me since joining the A.I.M. 

What can I say Just this, 

"Be IS FaUkfuU". 

In October, 1928, Qod 
called me to service among 
the Aborigines through the 

Aborigines Inland Mission of, Australia. I stepped out de- pending entirely on the Lord 

for every need, physical, 
temporal and spiritual. Although at times my faith 
wavered, never His faithfulness. 

The Lord has blessed me with a strong body 
and has kept me in health and strength, enabling 
be to adapt myself to varied circumstances and 
climates. Praise be to His Name 

He has supplied my financial and material needs 
continually, raising up faithful stewards, some of 
whom I have not even met in the flesh. When "it 
cam* to pass . . , that the brook dried up" another 
has been made to run. As F. B. Meyer reminds us, 
"in soma way or other we have to learn the differenoe 
between trusting In the gift and trusting In the 
Giver. The gift may be good for a while but the 

Giver is the Eternal Love." So, from time to time 
a regular source has abruptly stopped. There have 
been the times of real testing, when the purse has 
been empty. It is good to be thus cast on God 
that one may rejoice in His delivering power and 
love. This has been my experience through the 
years. 

Not only has my personal need been thus sup
plied but the material needs, both large and small, 
for each station, have been met by Ood In answer to 
believing prayer. 

Spiritually, may I humbly say, my sufficiency 
has been found in the Lord Jesus Christ At times 
cut off from all Christian fellowship, feeling empty 
and dry, I have found new Joy in the Word, new 
blessings and deliverances have come through the 
Holy Spirit proving Jesus is all in all. 

One of the promises given to me when I entered 
the work, "My God shall supply all your need accor
ding to His riches in Glory by Christ Jesus" has 
proved a sure source and supply as Z have trusted 
in Him. 

I do thank the Lord Jesus for all His love, 
patience and care for me. 

M. Bhamkelton 
Sunt Retta Dixon Home, Darwin 
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The Bible Training: Institute Singleton 

The present Inst i tute a t Singleton had its be
ginnings in 1938 on the shores of Por t Stephens, 
N.S.W, at an isolated spot known as Pindimar. Mr. 
and Mrs. E . A. Collins were the first Superinten
dents. I t was then known as the Native Workers 
Training College. 

Students came slowly and disappointments 
came quickly in the early days. Sa tan contested, 
every foot of the way. Then the w a r came and the 
school had to be closed. I t was not until 1944 tha t 
other s tudents could come forward and then so 
many came tha t soon the farm house a t Dalwood, 
near Branxton, where the work was recommenced, 
became too small. In a wonderful w a y God led His 
servants to a magnificent homestead near Single
ton, named Minimbah House. This 40 roomed man
sion came into the possession of the A.I.M, for only 
a nominal amount of £1,300. This included the pur
chase of 7 acres of land also. 

Immediately the work began to grow and has 
continued to do so. An average of more than twenty 
students have been in residence over the last three 
years. The alumni are scattered across our Field 
and while some have proved disappointments, many 
have taken their place as native missionaries and 
others are actively helping in the work of the church 
where they live. 

During their two year stay a t the Institute, the 
students cover the grea ter pa r t of God's word in 
intensive study. They discover the grea t doctrines 
of the Gospel and are trained to give them out to 

THE INSTITUTE STAFF 
Rev. E. C. LONG, Mrs. J. LLOYD, Rev. J. LLOYD, 

Mrs. D. HOEPPER, Miss E. LUNDELL, 
Miss B. CLOUGH 

others. They also study Bible and Australian Geog
raphy, Church History, Personal Evangelism, choir, 
and children's work, including the running of a Sun
day School and how to make their own flannel-
graphs . 

The students help towards their own upkeep 
and pa r t time employment is obtained for them in 
Singleton. 

Also from the Singleton Institute, the A.I.M, 
sends out its own Sunday school lessons every quar
ter—about 2500 books each time. Miss Evelyn Lun-
dell has charge of this. 

"Training to serve their own." That could well 
be the motto of the school. Every student has a 
deep desire to go and tell their own people of the 
love of Christ for the lost sinner. Several students 
are in training also for other sister missions. Pray 
for the work a t the Insti tute as these future mis
sionaries and pastors are trained in the Word of 
God. 

Mr. and Mrs. K. BOWEN 
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My Testimony as a Student 

Faithful is He that calleth 
you. Who also will do it. 

1 Thess. 5.24 

I entered the Bible In
st i tute as a student on the 
4th September, 1945. My 
life as a student had begun. 
From this day I was to for

get those things which were behind and to press 
on. To go back meant defeat. I felt very happy 

because I had obeyed the Lord. I knew that the 
One Who had called me was going to keep that 
which I committed unto Him. 

I had to learn to live with people and learn to 
give and take. If it had not been for the faithfulness 
of our God and His promises I am afraid I would 
have given up long ago. Tha t is where my trust ing 
Him for all things came in and I had to cease my 
own trying. You really begin to live as you t rust 
the Lord as a Christian—not only as a sinner. 

My needs have been supplied every one. I 
praise God for giving me the opportunity to train 
for His service and for His open Book, the Bible. 

Evelyn Walker 

* 

My time at the Bible Training Institute 

Those things which ye have 
learned, do, and the God of 
peace shall be with you." 

Many, many times I have 
had cause to say "Praise 
God for the Singleton Bible 
Training Inst i tute." I think 
I will always continue to 
praise God for such a place. 

My student days commenced in February, 1947. 
As in all Institutional life, there were rules and 

regulations and we had to toe the line. There were 
misunderstandings—(perhaps) we had to learn to 
live with other people of different natures and dis
positions—still I say "praise God for the B.T.I." 

There were wonderful times too. The enjoyment 
of Christian fellowship, outings, special meetings 
and so on. Then there were the hours in the class 
room, having the Word of God unfolded to us and 
receiving more and yet more the wonderful t ruths 
of God. I thank God for the members of the staff. 
They have each one been a blessing to me. 

Since leaving the B.T.I, m y prayer has been and 
still is that I will be the means by His grace to 
impar t some of these precious truths tha t I have 
learned, to my own people.—Vivienne Knox. 

What the B.T.I Meant to Me 
It was in January, 1952 

tha t I entered the Singleton 
Bible Training Insti tute then 
known as the Native Work
ers Training College. 

Everything seemed so 
know much of the real 
different to me. I didn't 
Christian work. I thought 

tha t being baptised and going to church was really 
all I had to do as a Christian. I must say too that 
my knowledge of the Bible was very small. Entering 
into the Bible Training Insti tute was really entering 
into a new life. I can praise God for leading me to 
the B.T.I. My needs have been supplied and I praise 
God again for the opportunity and the privilege of 
studying His wonderful Word. 

— Thelma Wingfleld 
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ike 

People with 

Literature 

"THE AUSTRALIAN EVANGEL" 
To meet a long-felt need, a paper for the people 

was commenced in September, 1929. Known as "The 
Australian Evangel" it was edited by Mrs. R. Long 
with the help of Miss K. Simmons and Miss A. Goul
ter. It was the first of its kind in Australia and 
aimed to help the people in their daily christian lives 
as well as providing a real link between them all. 

Six hundred copies were sent out the first time. 
printed at cost by Mr. Rein, of Bethshan. The 
second issue reached 1,000. The cost of these early 
issues was fully met by those who were interested 
in the venture of faith. 

"Many received it with great joy," reports Our 
Aim' at that time, and have told us it meets their 
need exactly. 

Its Contents. 
In the Evangel each month are Gospel mes

sages, testimonies, teaching and Bible etudy for 
Christians, a page for Teen-agers, Cousins' Corner 
for the children including a Birthday Band, a large 
type page for easy reading, plus many other small 
items and photos. Several of these pages are con
ducted by our native missionaries themselves. Re
porters on the different stations send in news items. 

The issue most anxiously awaited is the one 
in which results of the Sunday School exam, are pub
lished. This exam, has been held each year for 17 
years, handled by Mrs. E. A. Collins, who has for 
many years edited the Evangel. Each year hun
dreds of Sunday School scholars and teachers com
pete for the prizes and for the Honor Shield which 
is given to the school with the highest average of 
marks. 

Its Cost. 

The Evangel is eagerly read on all our stations, 
but often they must be given out gratis, although 
at many places now the people are buying them 
for themselves at 3d. a copy. A great many copies 
are posted to individuals, some in isolated places. 
where the Evangel is their only link with fellow 
Christians. 

In recent years a number of our friends and 
supporters also have subscribed and now are send
ing donations to help finance this 'extra missionary.' 

The cost is approximately £1 per day or £365 per 
year in its present form, but plans are in hand to 
enlarge and improve it. This is dependent on the 
financial side too. 

The Evangel could become a greater power for 
good and Christ among the coloured people, more 
and more of whom are becoming literate. 

OTHER LITERATURE. 

Other suitable literature has always been distri
buted through the years to those who can read, but 
in 1953 a special Literature Committee was formed 
to co-ordinate and extend the work and to specialise 
in particular literature for the people amongst whom 
we work. At the Jubilee Conference suggestions 
for helpful subjects for tracts were put forward by 
the missionaries on the field and some of these are 
in preparation now. A Field Literature Fund has 
been opened to defray the cost of these special pub
lications. A Literature or Good Reading Sunday 
is to be held on our stations in November when the 
benefits of reading good literature will be specially 
emphasised. 

Palm Island Scholars sitting for the S.S. Exam 

SPECIAL JUBILEE ISSUE 
Extra copies of this Jubilee Issue have been 
printed and you may obtain them from the 
Sydney office at 6d. each. Take several to 

pass on to friends. 
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Blessing and Decisions at Borroloola 
Toward sundown on Tuesdays and Fridays we 

meet on the bank of the river opposite the spot 
where the people live. These gatherings have been 
in the nature of a believers' class at which we have 
come to see the need of a local Church—a branch of 
the Church Universal. 

In the week of the Jubilee meetings at Single
ton we met on the Saturday afternoon for prayer, 
having spoken of the purpose of these meetings the 
previous afternoon. From this we came to see the 
need for the local Church at Borroloola to bear a 
strong testimony, both as a witness to all the others 
and to prepare those who in time to come would go 
out to the Tableland Stations. 

That week proved to be one of much blessing, 
the answer to prayer made on our behalf at that 
time, and thereafter the indigenous Church became 
our aim. 

The early Church records in the Acts of the 
Apostles were taken note of—of Missionary journ-
ies, gatherings in houses teaching from house to 
house, and the setting up of Churches at each place 
which were entirely self-supporting. Teaching on the 
Commandments followed, with emphasis upon their 
being applied, leading up to our being "called to 
be saints." 

Then Salvation Army Captain Pedersen brought 
a message on the need to come to a "decision", and 
the timely word resulted in a "gathering together 
unto His Name", at which those who sought to fol
low Jesus took their stand. This was done at an 
after-meeting, the purpose of it having been made 
clear to all at the morning and afternoon meetings. 
Sixteen (6 men, 7 women, 1 boy and 2 girls) res-

Mrs. Janie Paulson, a native worker at Fingal, 
on the Tweed River, N.S.W., has written a word 
of greeting and testimony on the occasion of the 
Jubilee. Here in her own words is part of her 
story and and an indication of what the ministry 
of the A.I.M, has meant to her. 

Dear Beloved, 
I would like to have a voice in this special 

occasion. I must say that our Spiritual Mother, Mrs. 
Long, has given to us faithful servants with sound 
doctrine. I have been through many different doc
trines and religion. At one time I let Satan blind 
my eyes and lead me away from our Mission 
Church. I even resigned as a Native Worker from 
the A.I.M, but praise the Lord I came to myself 

ponded in this way, not at an open meeting but at 
a re-assembling held well after all had dispersed. All 
present showed a proper understanding and clear 
evidence of the seriousness of the acknowledgement 
of the Lord as both Saviour and Master. 

A real bond of fellowship has been established 
amongst us and there is the desire to meet together, 
that the word of Christ to us at this time might be 
understood and to share our common joy in the 
"singing of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs." 

G. A. Mam 

as the prodigal son at the pig trough. I began to 
think of my Father's pantry. 

My dear missionary was patient with me and 
I did long to be back in my Father's house again. 
I said "I will arise and go back to my Father and 
Home." I tell you friends it took courage to ask 
for my name to be put back on the church roll 
again. The missionaries have been a real help to 
me since my return Home. 

Might this testimony be encouraging to you 
missionaries. Now you can see your missionary 
labour has not been in vain. 

Yours in His service, 
Mrs. J. Paulson 

A Native Workers Greetings 
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The Harvest Field 

We have made this a Jubilee issue including as 
many photos of our workers as we could. 

This has left little room for regular 
features and these reports are 

necessarily very much abbreviated 

CHARLEVILLE, QLD.—Here at Charleville we 
are using all means that we might save some. We 
often take an old tyre and set alight at evening time. 
It gives light and warmth for the meeting in winter 
and keeps the mosquitoes away in summer. With 
the button accordian, we can soon attract a crowd 
around. With the Van, we can help the people too— 
we use it as a food van, goods wagon, as an ambu
lance and a wood cart, as well as carrying people to 
our meetings. God is blessing out here. Our meetings 
are well attended. Since I last wrote I have had a 
severe illness and been in hospital for some time. But 
the Lord healed me in answer to prayer. My wife is 
keeping well and our little girl is a great blessing. 
God's blessing on you all.—Frank Pickett. 

DUBBO.— During the past few months we have 
had many lovely contacts with both white and dark 
friends in the district. We have been blessed as we 
shared meetings with them all. Many have given us 
real help in different ways, including the building 
of a garage and the connection of the sewerage. 

The weekly visit to Wellington is always an in
spiration. Last week we had the meeting in the home 
of Mrs. Albert May. Before a big log Are the room 
was crowded, about 60 in all. We felt the presence 
of thes Lord and a dozen hands were raised at the 
closing invitation for salvation or restoration. 

Peak Hill and Gilgandra too were visited and 
blessed and crowded meetings held there. Pray for 
our Church Anniversary at Dubbo on October 29th 
and 30th and for the completion of the garage and 
sewer projects. About £50 is needed. 

—Richard and Isa Living 

BETHESDA MISSION, MELBOURNE.— This 
week I visited three Institutions. At the Melbourne 
Orphanage. I was able to have one of our dark girls 
aged 7 admitted as her mother was unable to look 
after her. She is being well cared for and is very 
happy. 

Next I went to a Men's Home to see a man who 
has had several strokes. He was in the World War I. 
He is a nice type and is always cheerful. Then today 
I visited the Remand Prison to see one of our men 
who has been there a long time and also in the 
female prison I went to the laundry to see one of 
our girls who has a long sentence. One girl there 
does lovely knitting and fancy work. I distribute 
copies of the Evangel and they do appreciate them. 

—Sister Maude Ellis 

We are approaching' the end of a happy 8 years' 
ministry amongst the dear people at Fingal. Where-
ever we have been stationed we have found our 
people very friendly and hospitable. 

What a happy family we have been, as we have 
laboured together in the work of the Lord! We are 
glad to say that the Church is in a healthy spiritual 
condition. 

Our Fellow-missionary, Mr. Fred Loveless, will 
car ry on the work. He arrived a t Fingal about the 
middle of August and was given a very warm wel
come. He has "fallen in love" with the people and 
the place a t first sight. 

We would value your prayers as we move forward 
to our new appointment, to help in the training of 
students at the Bible Institute.—Ken Bowen. 

WOORABINDA.— We do praise and thank the 
Lord for the faithfulness of the Christians a t Woora
binda in carrying on the work while we "were away 
on holidays. We are grateful to the Schoolmaster too, 
Mr. Jarrett , for his help during our absence. 

We were introduced to a new brother in the Lord 
when we returned. He had accepted Christ a t the 
close of a Sunday morning service conducted by 
Pastor Tobane. He is one of the Pastor's workmates 
out at Folyvale. 

Mrs. Tobane and one of our young Endeavourers 
were able to go down to Brisbane to attend the 
National Christian Endeavour Convention recently. 

—H. Kleinschmidt 

BUILDING AT MOREE.— Praise God as we look 
back over the past nine months we can see progress 
in both our spheres of labour for the Lord—in the 
building of the house and in the building of a living 
church. Now I'm very glad to be able to tell of 
greater advance in this last week. 

A party visited us from Bourke and in the final 
crowded Sunday night meeting, Mr. Bert Draper was 
set apar t as a Native Helper. Now since tha t meeting 
27 children and young people have made a stand for 
the Lord, about half of them being first decisions. We 
trust they will be securely built on to the Foundation, 
laid by workers here in former days. 

Praise God for progress made with the house 
too. Even as I write I can hear the electrician at 
work, David Kirk is busy painting and soon the 
plumber will be doing his part. I am grateful that 
while financial shortage has sometimes held us up 
in one way, there has always been something to go 
on with. It has been a helpful lesson in patience and 
faith for the builders. We are praying it will soon 
be all completed and become the centre of virile, vital 
activity in the name of the Lord in this vast district. 

—Howard Miles. 

FAREWELL TO FINGAL.— It is not easy to say 
Goodbye to those who have entwined themselves 
about one's heart. That is our experience just now. 

(Other reports will have to be held over until next 
month.—Ed.) 
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" O U R A I M " 
Edited by Mrs. R. LONG 

Annual Subscription: 
S/6 Per Tear 

General News 
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Matthews 

arrived at Normanton on the 6th 
after an exceptionally good trip 
from Singleton. 

Mr. Dick Stretton hopes to leave 
for the north about October 17. Mr. 
G. Sawyer will accompany him as 
well as Mr. and Mrs. Mervyn Patte
more. 

Later in October Mr. and Mrs. 
Noel Brown will s tart out from 
Gayndah for Katherine, their new 
appointment in the Northern Terri
tory. They will travel in "convoy" 
with Mr. Stretton. 

Mr. Howard Miles left Moree on 
September 27th and after a few 
weeks in Victoria plans to go north 
about the same time as the others 
mentioned above. He is to be en
gaged in building in the Darwin 
area. 

The Director, Rev. E. C. Long was 
a speaker at the National C.E. Con
vention at Brisbane and our work 
was represented at the missionary 
exhibition held simultaneously. Mr. 
Caddy, Miss Fairfax & Miss Hoya 
Brown, as well as Mr. Lean helped 
at the Exhibition. 

Miss Fairfax has been able to 
purchase a used Ford utility for the 
work at Condobolin. Special meet
ings were planned for this centre 
over the October holiday weekend. 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Naden, Jr., native 
workers have carried on the meet
ings in the absence of Miss Fairfax 
on furlough. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Caddy 
planned to leave Murgon on October 
4th for Sydney and then for a short 
furlough in Victoria, Mr. Caddy's 
home State. Each member of their 
family has had prolonged attacks 
of sickness and we pray the fur
lough will do them ail good. 

Mr. Caddy planned to bring Fred 
Pegus, a new student at the B.T.I, 
through with htm when he came. 

More than twenty decisions have 
been recorded at Moree recently for 
which we give praise to God. 12 
decisions were made a t Wellington 
recently. 

Mrs. L. Watson and Miss M. E. 
McAulay have given much time to 
the preparation of a catechism-type 
text book for the use of our stat
ions. The Field Council will be 
meeting in October and will review 
the manuscript at that time. 

A number of workers have been 
able to have short holidays since 
the Jubilee Conference. Among 
these are Mr. and Mrs. Klein
schmidt, Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, Mr. 
Goulter and Miss Fairfax. 

A very faithful friend of the 
A.I.M., Miss D. Ghest of Epping, 
N.S.W., passed away during this 
month. Miss Ghest has been a won
derful prayer partner and a great 
friend to many of our workers, in
cluding Mrs. R. Long. She will be 
sorely missed by us all. 

Our Auxiliaries 
(These reports are abbreviated for 
lack of space.—Ed.) 

NEWCASTLE.—Our first annual 
meeting was a great success. Mr. 
Dick Stretton spoke to us giving his 
testimony and telling of the work in 
the Northern Territory. The Secre
tary's report showed a busy year 
of service in practical work and the 
parcel Secretary also mentioned the 
long list of gifts sent to different 
fields. 

A beautiful birthday cake given 
by Mr. and Mrs. Fairbairn had been 
decorated with a map of Australia 
and a boomerang. Expressions of 
appreciation to Miss May Parsons 
(in whose home we gather monthly) 
were voiced. We look forward to the 
year we are about to commence 
trusting in Him and ready to serve. 

—Mrs. G. Fraser, Secretary 

U N T O T H I S D A Y 

"Unto This Day" He hath guarded and guided; 
Unto this day He hath graciously planned; 
Unto this day He hath sweetly provided, 
Yea, hath provided with bountiful hand. 

"Unto This Day" He hath well undertaken; 
Unto this day He hath kept His grace; 
Why then should spirit or mind be now shaken 
Through future pathways one may not now 

trace? 

"Unto This Day," both through joy and 
through sorrow, 

He hath been near with His tenderest cares 
Will He not then, through life's unknown 

to-morrow, 
Sweetly and safely His trusting child bear? 

"Unto This Day!" Shall we sing it with glad
ness t 

God hath been faithful right "Unto This Day" 
Thus shall we be saved from sigh and from 

sadness, 
Though now unknown and obscure is life's 

way. 
—DANSON SMITH 
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Two from Darlington Pt., N.S.W. 

Young Women Students, B.T.I. 
R. D. Home Children 

Right — 
Mr. "Purdy" Manton, of Karuah, a 
well-known and well-loved identity. 
Converted nearly 50 years ago. 

Rear View of B.T.I. Buildings showing Courtyard 
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