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WHY should we trouble about the f (3e * : -  , * , ‘  

ABORIGINES o f  Australia? 
BECAUSE of The Master’s Command: GO ye into all the world and 

preach the gospel TO EVERY CREATURE. 
What answer will you make to Him as He stands in our midst 
and asks-- 
‘( Why call ye me Master and Lord and do not the things 

Y W L : . . l -  T mand you?” 

’1NG WITHOUT GOD all over the 
a remnant of needy, helpless, despised, 
quickly hurrying to Christless graves. 

dying day by day: 
x e d  our onward way ? 
ting on the shore 
sink to rise no more ? 
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-+- 
THE N E W  YEAR. 

One of the chief dangers of life is trust- 
ing occasions. 

We think that conspicuous events, strik- 
ing experiences, exalted moments, have most 
to do with our character and capacity. Are 
we not wrong? Common days, monotonous 
hours, wearisome paths, plain old tools, and 
everyday duties tell the real story. 

The vision may dawn, the dream awaken, 
the heart leap with a new impulse on some 
mountain top, but the test, the triumph, is 
a t  the foot of the mountain, on the level 
plain. 

Life is a progress, not a station, and we 
must speed onward to  the goal. We have 
climbed another hill top. The New Year 
has fully dawned, and we are  facing the 
level again. Are we with holy purpose daily 
trusting the Lord to keep us in the place 
of full surrender? We want to definitely 
move forward this year in the advance- 
ment of Christ’s Kingdom amongst the 
Aborigines. You have given us a big 
lift on the way during Christmas 
and the New Year, and we now 
ask for your earnest continued 
prayezo’ We ask you to  place yourself 
a t  God’s disposal for the whole year, that 
He may be able to use you any way, and at 
any time He wishes in this great work. 

Our hearts ache at this moment as we 
hear of the ravages of disease and death 
amongst the Aborigines. At thle graveside 
the other day one was heard to say, “We 
wiII soon be all gone.” 

Dear Reader, we cannot do without you. 
We are members one of another, and God 
works through men. Will you let Him 
work through you any way He wishes for 
the accomplishment of His purpose in the 
Aborigines of Australia? 

What we intend to  do we must do at 
once. “The King’s business requireth 
haste,” and in this case “Soon will the sea- 
son of rescue be o’er.” Much of it has to 
do with souls that  will be in eternity before 
this year closes. 

Let us  see to i t  that we can say, ‘‘I made 
haste to  keep Thy commandments.” 

Behold Thy servants are ready to do what- 
soever my Lord the King shall appoint. 

“Ready for service great or small, 
Ready to  do His will,” 

January, 1909. 

STREAMS FROM THE VALLEY OF 
BERACHAH. -- 

FOR OUR WORKERS AND MEMBERS, 

NEAR THE CROSS. - 
We often sing- 

“Jesus keep me near the Cross,” or  
“Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord. 
To the Cross where Thou bast died.” 

We do love to learn more about Calvary. 
It gives us such joy to  see Him and behold 
His wondrous love. May we see more of 
Him! But there is another side we are apt 
to forget. There is danger and suffering 
to the flesh “near the Cross.” Simon was 
“near the Cross,” and they compelled him 
t o  bear i t  after Jesus. When the discip!es 
saw the Cross coming they forsook Him and 
fled. “That I may know Him.”-We often 
re-echo that. “And the power of His resur- 
rection.”-Yes, we desire that, but “The 
Fellowship of His suffering.”-Ah, no, we 
pray, “Lord, save us from that.” If we 
truly loved Him, would it not be joy to be 
counted worthy to  suffer shame for His 
name? Sentimentality and self-love may 
lead us to  sing about the Cross, and pray 
for sights of Calvary, that  we may have joy 
and happy times. 

Love to Him may make us desire the 
Cross, that  He may have joy through us. 
God wants us to rejoice, and we ought to 
rejoice; but if our great aim is joy, not 
Christ, and we only want to learn His love 
to have happy feelings, we will shun the 
Cross, and after all miss all the blessing 
and all the joy. We cannot truly be near 
Him without sharing His Cross. 

Let us not be occupied with self, not 
even with our Cross-bearing, but with Him- 
self. 

Oh, may we so love Him that we will go 
forth unto Him without the camp bearing 
His reproach. 

+++- 
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HOW THE LORD PROVIDED. 

The following is a letter from one of our 
Sing!eton Christian women, who, with her 
family, is now far away in the bush, remov- 
ed from all outside spiritual help, but who 
still lives a life of Christ:- 
“Dear Friend,- 

“We can all say ‘Praise God’ from our 
heart, for He has been good. The lady for 
whom Dad works sent t o  all the people with 
families a very large Christmas cake. My 
cake weighed 25 lbs. I am sending you a 
piece of it. It looked lovely. On Christ- 
mas Eve I had no meat o r  potatoes, but the 
Lord sent me a cake, potatoes, peas, beans, 
and a bag of yeast bread by the cook a t  
the men’s hut. The cook made the bread 
himself. I am sending you a loaf. Dad 
went over on Christmas morning to see if 
he could get me some meat, and the cook 
would not give him any, but told him to - come over at a quarter past twelve. I 
cooked my vegetables, and laid the table, 
while Dad and the children went over. They 
brought back n lovely pudding and roast 
leg of mutton, and dipper of hop beer. So 
this is how the Lord provided, and I had 
not to stand over the fire cooking. With 
love to all from your old friend, M. S.” 

+Q- 

“MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY 
BREAD ALONE.” 

A missionary visited an outaf-the-way 
camp, and held two or  three services for 
the people. She had not been there for 18 
month.s, and the people eagerly gathered to 
hear the Gospel. 

She noticed that  one old man (Aboriginal) 
did not leave the meeting place all day,and 
asked him why he did not go home for some, 
food? 

He replied, “Oh, Sister, I couldn’t eat. 
I’m not hungry. I’m full right up t*o therc 
(pointing to his chin) with the Gospel.” 

He h.ad been feasting on the Bread of 
Life. 

It is quite true man must have bread, but 
he must have more. 

God has so made him that  he. must have 
truth for the mind, love for the heart, God 
for the Spirit, a.nd these are found alone in 
Christ, whose Gospel we proclaim. 

RECENT NEWS. 

Miss Bagnall is now residing amongst her 
people. 

A friend in Sydney has forwarded her  a 
a new tent and fly for day accommodation, 
while she enjoys the more substantial shel- 
ter a t  night. 

About 100 Aborigines were present a t  the 
Christmas services. 

Mrs. T. E. Peirce, of West Maitland, is 
spending a holiday a t  Karuah. 

Four large parcels of clothing have been 
forwarded to Carowra this month. 

Mr. McDonald needs the fervent effectual 
prayers of God’s people, that  he may be 
given power over the power of the enemy. 

Aleck Russell, too, asks that prayer be 
may be made for him, that he may be a 
soul-winner amongst His people. His motto 
for the year is- 

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with 
Him.” 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Ruddell have received 
an encouraging letter from a little boy a t  
Barambah, in which he says: “I would like 
to see Mr. Ruddell come back to teach us 
about God, and about Jesus who died for 
us. We can all sing the hymns that Mr. 
Ruddell taught us when he was here.” 

Another girl has been admited to the 
Girls’ Home, Singleton. She comes from 
Merriwa. 

Mr. H. Riddel spent a week a t  Ngoorumba, 
holding daily services amongst the people. 

We met Mr. Coombs on his way through 
Singleton for his school holidays. 

-e- 

“Lord, give me every year 
More burning zeal for souls immortal! 
Make me plead with such with earnestness 

Love strong a s  death, and faith God-given. 
intense, 

“Will the world cry ‘Mad?’ 

I would be mad-such madness be my joy! 
For thrice it blesses: first my own cold 

Then glorifies my God; and plucks, per- 

My sin-stained brother froE the jaws of 

heart: 

chance, 

death. ”-Anon. 
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THE HARVEST FIELD. 

GLADNESS A T  SINGLETON. 

Early Christmas niorning the whole house- 
hold was awakened by the suddcn outburst 
of sweet music. A band of carol singers 
of the Salvation Army had c.ntcrcd thc 
Home grounds, and were pouring out their 
praises in memory of that ”1ial)Py morli, on 
which the Saviour of mankind was born.” 
An hour or two later the girls were all astir 
and searching their stockings to see what 
Santa Claus had left them. They found in 
them gifts supplied by thoughtful friends, 
such as handkerchiefs, ribbon, and a nice 
new belt each. 

The next event was the opening of the 
newly-furnished room. 

Preparations for dinner fol!owed. and at  
1 o’clock all assembled round a well-filled 
table. 

The time was all too short for the work- 
ers to have the tree in readiness for 4 
o’clock, the time announced. But in due 
time tehre i t  stood, with i ts  crop of presents 
-an oak tree procured that morning by one 
of our men from the bush a couple of niiles 
away. To two little girls who have come 
to us since last Christmas the tree was quite 
a novel sight. One little one had been ask- 
ing for days if the Christmas trees really 
grew dollies and toys? 11-e had invited all 
our people. The little ones wc’re nicely 
dressed, and the Home girls were attired in 
their new dresses, so that they prcsentcd 
quite a gay picture. After thanksgiving and 
praise the tree was robbtld of i ts  strange 
fruit, and gifts presented to old and young. 
The elder girls rectlived a n iw muslin apron, 
a workbox, purse, or something of the kind, 
while the younger ones became happy 110s- 
sessors of beautiful dolls and useful gar- 
ments, and the boys went up exultingly with 
whips, and trains, and motor-cars. The wo- 
men received blouse pieccs and scwing bags, 
and the men smiled over litle gifts to suit 
their taste. 

A hearty game of rounders while the lady 
workers were preparing tca, and then a 
happy niealtinie around a tablecloth on the 
grass, spread with good things. 

Three plum puddings, 6 Xnias cakes, 6 
other cakes, 1 pair of ducks, a joint of roast 
beef, 1 leg of lamb, vegetables, groceries, 
fruit, nuts, lollies, biscuits, ginger, dates, 
iemon syrup, jellies, and other accessories, 
were all sent by thoughtful friends to  add 
to  the day’s enjoyment.. 

A storm broke just as a!l w‘cre satisfied, 
and, with a word of thanksgiving to God, 
the company dispersed. 

REJOICING A T  KARUAH. 
JVe have had a glorious Christmas. The 

Lord has been very near us, and we thank 
Him for thc bost gift of all-Jtwis. 

We had the tree at  Soldiers’ Point. All 
our 1)col)le were there. We movcd cvcry- 
thing out of hlrs. Ridgeway’s large room, 
and packed the peop!c. Sister Allen 
brought a sack of clothing, and these, with 
the largc. lot which came from Singleton,, 
made a nice show. Everybody received 
something, and were satisfied. The chil- 
dren did well. A few white people were 
also prcscnt. We went to Myall Point for  
a picnic on Baxing Day, and came home 
sunburnt and tired. 

FESTIV IT IES A T  ST. CLAIR. 

“Thou crownest the year with Thy good- 
ness.”-Psalm 65 : 11. 

All the people were extra busy during the 
last month of the year, repapering and 
painting their houses, and placing all their * 

household goods to the best advantage. 
On Christmas evening the missionary was 
delighted with the tasteful way the houses 
were decorated, both, inside and out, with 
bushes and ferns, and gladly accepted the 
cordial invitation of the people to partakeof 
Christmas dinner and tea with them. A box OP 
nice things, and a beautiful cake from a 
friend a t  Burwood, enabled Miss Copeman 
to give each of the people a little gift on 
Christmas morning. 

Mr. and Mrs. Long, and little Gracie, 
came out on Boxing Day, with provisions 
and gifts for a nice little treat. They had 
lunch in the Mission House on their arrival. 
Then all gathered in the spacious “mia 
mia,” specially erected, for a service, which 
Mr. Long led, while Mrs. Long told some 
Christmas stories. Next all were invited 
to the church building, which looked well 
with i ts  wealth of greenery, where they re- 
ceived a gift from the tree. Each one 
looked as if they had got just what they 
wanted. 

Shortly afterwards there was another ga- 
thering in the “mia mia,” this time for tea. 

Mr. Long photographed tbe St. Clair boys, 
and otherwise seemed busy with the cam- 
era. 

GOODWILL A T  YASS. 
A thousand thanks for the box of good 

things, which arrired in sound condition. 
Please thank all who helped in any way to 
get the gift’s ready. If they were on the 
Nission, and saw the joy of the little ones 
as they received them, they would have 
been amply repaid. I only hope you had as 
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much joy in the giving as we had in the 
receiving. A41eck and I tried to make our 
People happy on Christmas Day, and, judg- 
ing from their faces, we did not fail. After 
all had partaken of Christmas dinner, they 
gathered into a bush hut to get something 
from the Christmas tree. A gentleman in 
town gave us a donation towards a Christ- 
mas trek, so I bought thirty Christmas 
stockings, and these, together with what 
the Lord sent through Sing!eton, made quite 
an attractive tree. There was a gift for 
each of the young people, and this part of 
the programme went off without a hitch. 
We had singing and prayer before the dis- 
tribution, and Aleck gave a short address 
on “What Christmas Means.” Afterwards, 
outside, we indulged in games till sun-down, 
when we started a meeting, which was 
crowded, our white friends attending too. 
Once more the people were reminded of the 
great gift of God. 

The order and good feeling throughout 
the day was lovely. In this we praised God 
for definite answer to prayer. 

PLEASURE A T  CALIMO. 

The children knew their missionary had 
toys from the Tuesday, so i t  was a long 
wait for them. I rang the bell at 2 o’clock. 
You should have seen their faces! Every- 
body seemed pleased. In addition t o  the 
parcel from Singleton, I bought some toys 
from a lady in town, who gave me a reduc- 
tion, and a!so gave me a small white Father 
Christmas. I had the children practising 
bowing for some time, and each one of 
them came up to receive their gift and did 
well. Altogether we had a very nice Christ- 
mas. 

SORROW A T  WALCHA. 
A sad death occurred during Christmas 

week a t  Walcha. One of our people, Mrs. 
Pacey, of Mangala, was brought into the 
hospital a couple of weeks before. She 
was blind and suffering intensely. 

Far away from the town, and from places 
where our workers visit, she rarely heard 
of Jesus. Mr. Ruddell called at her home 
once, and Mr. Long had also a similar privi- 
lege. While in the hospital Mr. Fairleigh 
%Tent and spoke to  her of the Saviour, tell- 
ing her the Lord had sent him. She eager- 
ly listened, and desired to know more. 

A little more than a week later a mother 
and father lost their dear wee babe, three 
months old. Our friend Mr. Townshend 
went up to  the camp, and in the heat of 
Thcrsday, December 31, a small procession 
wended its  wav to  the cemetery. where the 
little coffin was busied near Mrs. Miller, 

Jessie, King Yarrie, Les!ie, Mrs. Pacey, and 
others. Someone remarked: “We will all 
be gone soon!” Dick and others cleaned the 
graves, which made them look new-in fact, 

A GIRL’S SACRIFICE. 
A young Aboriginal girl had just come in- 

to possession of a lovely pair of button-up 
boots. She had received them in payment 
for scrubbing and cleaning up a neighbour’s 
house. She noticed that the missionary’a 
boots were very much worn, for she had 
been travelling several weeks, and had 
walked scores of miles over rough country. 

Coming shyly up to  her the girl held out 
the new boots, saying. “Here, Miss -, 
see fi these boots will fit you, and give me 
your old ones. Anything will do me.” The 
missionary’s eyes filled with tears as she 
took the gift she dare not refuse. The 
boots were just about her size. The girl 
ran quickly away, full of joy at being able to 
give her treasure to the  one who had 
brought her the best news her ears had 
ever heard. 

+++- 
-- 

+a+- 
THREE THINGS A CHRISTIAN 

WORKER NEEDS, - 
An eye to  see, 
A heart to feel, 
A hand to work. 

+e-- 
%EFORE WHOM I STAND.” 

- 

Why was Elijah not afraid to  go into the 
presence of Ahab? Because he  had gone 
into God’s presence, and did not  come out. 
He saw not the King; but t h e  Lord before 
Whom he stood. 

S U BSC R I PTI 0 N S. 

We beg to thankfully acknowledge the fol- 
lowing subscriptions to  “Our A.I.M.”.- 
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LIST OF STATIONS AND MISSIONARIES OF THE ABORIGINES’ 
INLAND MISSItN OF AUSTRALIA 

“Brethren, pray for us.” 
Headquarters . . . . . . . . . .  Singleton, N.S.W. 
Directors . . . . . . . . . .  .. Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Long. 

Stations in N.S.W. Missicnaries. 
Singleton . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mr. and Mrs. L. W.-Long. 
Kooriewal Girls’ Home . . . . . .  Miss M. Stewart and Miss E. Jackson. 
Bt. Clair, Bridgeman . . . . . . . .  
Karuah .. .. . . Miss M. Ayers. 

Ingalba . . . .  . . . . . . . .  
Y ass . . . . . . . .  Mr. J. Edmonds and Mr. A. Russell (Native helper). 
Pudman . . . . . .  Mr. J. Edmonds and Mr. A. Russsll (Native helper). 
Calimo, via Deniliquin . . ..Miss M. Bagnall and Mrs. Dorward (Helper) 
Carowra Tank, Mossgiel, via Hay . . . .  .. . . Mr. Wm. McDonald. 

Western Australia . . . . Mr. and Mrs. R. Ruddell. Address, Cannington, W.A. 
Other places visited-Coonamble, Armidale, UralIa, Condobolin, Brungle, via Gundagai, 

Queensland . . . . (present address), Mr. and Mrs. J.  R. Ruddell, Bundaberg. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Walcha . . . .  

. . . .  
Ngoorumba (Stoney Creek) . . . .  . . . .  Mr. C. M. Coombs (Associate). 

Warangesda, Cummeragunga. New South Wales. 

Miss R. M. Copeman (present address), Singleton. 
Mrs. Wm. McDonald (present address), 25 Wilton-street, Surry Hills. 

ADVISORY COUNCIL, A.I.M. O F  AUST. 
Messrs. A. T. Cochrane, B. Bartrop, B. Millard, L. W. Long, C. A. Capern, Mesdames F. 

A Bennett, L. W. Long, J. Graham, and B. Bartrop, Misses Aitken, Worgan, 
and E. Solomons and the Missionaries. 

Hon. Secretary: Mr. H. Selwood Austin, Singleton. 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. Geo. Coughlan, Brougham Place, Singleton, (by whom all dona- 

tions will be thankfully received and acknowledged.) 
S T A T E  REPRESENTATIVES. I 

NEW SOUTH WALES.-Rev. W. Michael Smith, “Little Cot,” Double Bay, Sydney. 
VICTORIA.-Mr. J. H. TODD, “C.I.M.” Office, 276 Collins-street, Melbourne. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.-Rev. W. L. Morton, “Angas” College, Adelaide. 

PRAYER MEETINGS. 
”Members of the Mission meet every Wednesday a t  8 p.m., for prayer, a t  the Headquar- 

public United Prayer Meeting, Second Sunday of each month, at 4 p.m., in the Tem- 

Prayer Circle, Clear Lake, Noradjuha, Victoria. 

ters, High-street, Singleton. 

perance Hall, Singleton; all Christian friends heartily invited to attend. 
Leader, Miss Eva Eldridge. 

“THE MERCY SEAT,” 
“Let us draw near, by Prayer, with Thanksgiving.’’ 

Subjects for Prayer, for prayer circles and praying members of the A.I.M. of Aust., and 
others. 

1. All Aborigines’ Missions, Missionaries and Native Helpers throughout Australia. 
2. The Missionaries, Council and Workers of the A.I.M. 
3. The definite conversion of Unsaved Aborigines on our Stations. 
4. The deepening of the Spiritual life of all Native Christians. 
5. The opening up of New Stations in  N.S.W., and the vast fields we have begun to 

o;cupy in Western Australia, and the new work to be commenced in Queensland. 
6, The separation of more Spirit-filled workers to the work of the Gospel amongst 

the Aborigines. 
7. The supply of every need, financial and otherwise, along the line of His Will. 
3. “Our A.I.M.,” that  God may be glorified in every issue. 

Printed by I‘ The Wat&man ” Newspaper,Ltd.. 193-5 Costlereagh-at., Sydney, for the Aborigines’ Inland 
Mission of Australia, Singleton 
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