


Due to a change of editors and reorganization this is the first edition of New Dawn for some time. 
July and August editions have been combined. 
appear every month. 
meantime must rely on articles and photos sent by mail. 
want in New Dawn. 

So the 
In future the magazine will resume its normal pattern and 

I have yet to make many contacts in the country areas especially, and in the 
Please keep writing and let me know what you 

.NEW DA WjV A magazine for the Aboriginal people of New South Wales. 

JulyIAugust 1972 Vol. 3 No. 3 

A monthly magazine produced by the N.S.W. Department of Child Welfare and Social Welfare, Box K718, 
Post Office, Haymarket, N.S.W. 2000. 

EDITOR: Peter Vaughan, Department of Child Welfare and Social Welfare, Box K718, Post Office, 
Haymarket, N.S.W. 2000 

IN THIS ISSUE 

I “Back to Cummeragunga” 
3 ‘Kirinari-A place of learning 
5 Sir Douglas Nicholls 
6 Two Aboriginal girls enter Miss Australia quest 
7 Letters 
8 National Aborigines Day in Sydney 

Teacher assistants discuss child care 
IO Bokal-ynee Reserve, redevelopment completed 
12 

14 Personalities: Fred Range 
15 Smoke signals 
16 New Aboriginal newspaper 

Minister’s message (inside back page) 

FRONT COVER: Pastor Sir Douglus and Lady Nirholls photographed the day the Qwm announced her Birthday Honours list 

BACK COVER: One of the budding “art students” at Walgett preschool 



The open-air church service 
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CUMMERAGUNGA 

Cummeragunga-“my home”-has sheltered 
many hundreds of Aboriginal people since its 
establishment in 1889. 

Children have grown-up and left the property, 
families have come and gone, but most people, no 
matter wherc they have settled eventually, still 
retain strong ties with their birthplace. 

For about 300 people the weekend of 20th May 
meant a revival of feeling for their former home. 
They travelled from as far as Rrewarrina to attend 
“Rack to Cummeragunga” celebrations and to talk 
over old times with friends and relatives from places 

Part o f  the entertainment--“spot the ball“ 
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Keen spectators at the basketball match 

like Deniliquin, Balranald, Swan Hill, 
Shepparton, Kyabram and Melbourne. 

Echuca, 

The celebrations were also attended by many 
non-Aboriginal people with links to the property, 
like farmers from the surrounding district who as 
children were taught at Cummeragunga by Thomas 
James. 

The festivities started with the official opening. 
Then came the entertainment-a basketball match, 
a barbecue and a boomerang throwing challenge by 
boxer Lionel Rose to Australia’s first Aboriginal 
knight, Sir Douglas Nicholls. 

Spectators thought that Sir Douglas’ greater 
experience won the day, but the contest was 
declared a draw ! 

(Photos by courtesy of thz Ministry of Abm’ginal Affairs, Victoria) 

On the evening of 20th May,’ people crowded 
into the former school-now a recreation centre- 
for a social. 

The next day saw a brief service of remembrance 
at the cemetery, with an afternoon church cum 
community singing session. 

When the last of the visitors had gone it was 
back to work for the residents, whose lives centre 
around the farm. Operated by an Aboriginal 
company, it produces cered crops for stock feed 
and runs about 350 head of commercial cattle. 

Cummeragunga has had its ups and downs. 
Once 200 people lived there, with little anticipation 
of change. Now there are about 40 residents, 
whose aim is for steady progress towards a future 
for which they are establishing the foundations. 
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KIRINARI-A PLACE OF LEARNING 
“A bold experiment in the assimilation and 

eduction of young Australian Aborigines” is how 
Kirinari hostel has been described. Kirinari is an 
Aboriginal word meaning “a place of lewning”. 

Located in the Sydney suburb of Sylvania the 
hostel caters for Aboriginal boys from all over the 
State studying at secondary schools and working in 
the St George and Sutherland districts. Female 
students are at the moment placed in private board 
pending the establishment of a girls hostel at 
Manly. There is a hostel at Burwood in Sydney 
for working girls. 

Boys come from the country to Kirinari to do 
their high school studies. Because the government 
covers much of the costs involved little or no expense 
is placed on the parents. 

The hostel has met with outstanding success in 
educating boys who learn the skills and things 
necessary to adapt to life in white society. Last 
year s i x  Kirinari students sat for the School 
Certificate examination and all six passed. This 

The lounge room at Kirinari, Sylvania 

year Kirinari has twenty-five students attending 
two local schools and eight boys who are holding 
down full-time jobs. One student is sitting for the 
Higher School Certificate and two are in 5th form. 
Of the nine boys sitting for the School Certificate 
this year, eight will be taking full-time employment 
next year. Kirinari’s ex-students include 
apprentices in many fields, a fully trained PMG 

Some of the students at Kirinari, Sylvania _ _  L 
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technician, a qualified diesel engineer, and two 
qualified printers. 

Discipline at the hostel is reasonably strict and 
the education programme is outstanding. Trained 
tutors and teachers working on a voluntary basis 
supervise the boys homework each evening. The 
boys watch the television news to keep informed on 
current affairs. The hostel has its own library and 
there is easy access to the local shire library. 

Beaches, swimming pools and sport fields are 
close by so that plenty of recreation is available. 
The boys usually return home for school holidays 
allowing them to be with their parents. All 
Kirinari students come from the country. 

Pastor David Kirk, manager at Kirinari, says 
"Here in Sydney our boys are hardly regarded as 
being Aboriginals at all. They go to the State high 
schools, mix at all levels with the white children, 
and by the time they are finished school they are 
fully able to take their place in the community. 
Some of our ex-students are living in flats in Sydney, 
working in skilled jobs and living fully assimilated 
lives." 

Besides Kirinari there is a similar hostel at 
Newcastle and one is soon to be established a t  
Wollongong. Manly will soon have a hostel for 
girls. 

The hostels are run by the Aboriginal Children's 
Advancement Society. Kirinari was established by 

i a  

the Sutherland branch of the Society. David Kirk 
manages the hostel with the assistance of Nevil 
Lilley. Both are Aboriginals, as is Roy Range, 
President of the Society. 

The society was established in 1963 as a voluntary 
organization whose first aim is "to assist children 
of Aboriginal descent living in underprivileged 
circumstances". ACAS has 500 members scattered 
throughout the country but concentrated mainly in 
N.S.W. Membership costs $I  per year for which 
members receive a quarterly magazine. Most of 
its energies are now taken up running Kirinari, the 
girls hostel at Burwood, and a boys hostel at 
Newcastle. Plans are being made for further 
centres at Manly and Wollongong. 

Recently the society found itself in severe financial 
difficulties. Early in June it was faced with the 
situation of having only enough funds to run 
Kirinari €or another 4 weeks. However a 
spectacular response from local individuals, schools, 
organizations, clubs and the Sutherland Shire 
Council has relieved the situation for the moment. 

Kirinari has accommodation for forty students 
and there will be ten vacancies available next year. 
Applications from anyone wishing to send their boys 
to Kirinari or the Newcastle hostel, or their girls to 
the new hostel at Manly, should fill out the following 
form and send it to: 

The General Secretary, 
Aboriginal Children's Advancement Society, 

Sutherland, N.S.W. 2232 
P.O. BOX 277, 

.- .........-- "..-ll^l.__.l.__.__l.l..*.".."." ..... I..".* ...................... I "I .....-. *- 

(Applications for next year should be lodged 
immediately. An application form and further 
information will be forwarded as soon as the above 
form is received.) 

Some of the students at ACAS Hostel, Newcmtle, with 
Mrs McLeish (hosteZ mother) 
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Sir Douglas Nichols 

Sir Douglas and Lady Jviclwlls 

“This is a tremendous thing. It’s something for 
all Aborigines, not just for me” said Douglas 
Nicholls after being knighted Sir Douglas Nicholls 
in the Queen’s birthday honours list. Already 
having received the Order of the British Empire 
(OBE) award, Sir Douglas is the first Aboriginal to 
receive a knighthood. 

The 65-year old pastor of the Church of Christ 
has spent his life working for the welfare of his 
people. It was appropriate therefore that the 
award should read “For distinguished services to 
the advancement of the Aboriginal people.” 

In his younger days Sir Douglas was a good boxer, 
a top-class sprinter and a champion Australian rules 
footballer for Northcote, Fitzroy and Victoria. 
Today he is the grandfather of twenty children, the 
youngest of whom was born on the day his knight- 
hood was announced. 

At the moment he works as public relations 
officer for the Aborigines Advancement League. 
He took up this position in March of this year. 
Last September he quit as chairman and director of 
the league in Victoria because of what he described 
as the frustration and desperation of years of working 
for his people. He returned at that time to 
Cummeragunga, a reserve on the banks of the 
Murray, to live with the people with whom he grew 
up, the Yoti Yoti tribe. 

Throughout his long career Sir Douglas has been 
a pastor of the Church of Christ Aborigines Mission. 
At various times he has also held executive positions 
on the Federal Council for the Advancement of 
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders and on the 
National Tribal Council. He has been chairman 
of the National Aboriginal Sports Foundation. 

Today Sir Douglas Nicholls continues his work 
for the welfare of his people with the Advancement 
League for whom he has worked for the last 15 
years. 
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Two Aboriginal 
girls enter 

Miss Australia 
cuest 

Dawn Slater and Marjorie Baldwin, both 21 
year-old, are the first Aboriginal girls to enter the 
Miss Australia Quest. Dawn is the only entrant 
from her local Forster-Tuncurry district and 
Marjorie is from Sydney where she works for the 
Aboriginal Medical Service. 

Dawn made her decision after being presented to 
the State Governor, Sir Roden Cutler, and Lady 
Cutler at a local ball on 3rd March. She was 
approached by a Miss Australia Quest scout who 
suggested she nominate. After 5 hours of talking 
Dawn decided to give It a go. 

She is the daughter of Mrs Slater and the late 
Mr W. Slater. She works in the local Forster 
newsagency. Last year Dawn won the title “Belle 
of the Ball” at the Oyster Festival Ball and was 
placed third in the Festival Queen contest. 

An outdoor girl she plays hockey regularly and 
is a keen supporter of the local football club. 

Entrants in the Miss Australia Quest must raise 
a certain amount of money for charity before their 
nomination is accepted. 

Dawn’s entry in the quest was quickly followed 
by that of another Aboriginal girl, Marjorie 
Baldwin. The announcement was made on the 
ABC television programme, “This Day Tonight”. 
A double-certificate nurse, Marjorie originally came 
from Cairns in North Queensland. She then went 
to work in a hospital in Wellington, New Zealand. 

Since the beginning of this year Marjorie has 
worked fill-time for the Aboriginal Medical Service 
in Redfern. She will be applying for a Churchill 
scholarship later this year in order to study 
programmes for underprivileged groups in other 
parts of the world. 

Dawn Slater is being sponsored in.the quest by 
the Forster-Tuncurry Apex Club. On I I th August 
a ball will be held as part of the fund-raising drive. 
Already donations have begun to flow in. The 
local RSL Club has offered its hall free of charge 
and the RSL Ladies Auxiliary will be providing the 
catering. 

New Dawn wishes Dawn and Marjorie every 
success in the quest. Anyone wishing to assist the 
girls can do so by writing to Dawn Slater care of 
6 Little Street, Forster, or to Marjorie care of 171 
Regent Street, Redfern. 

Dawn Slater, the Forster- Tuncurry entrant in the Miss Australia 
Quest 
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Lette rs 
Dear Sir, 

I am writing on behalf of my sister-in-law, Mrs 
Ron Galway who through your magazine may be 
able to get some information about her parents 
whom she has never known. From her birth 
certificate her father’s name was William Camin, 
who was born at Balranald, N.S.W. and whose 
occupation was with the AIF. Her mother’s name 
before marriage was Mabel Lillian Renfrey, her 
birthplace being Wagga. They were married at 
Mildura on 24th May, 1940. From an infant she 
has been in a children’s home in Melbourne until 
leaving school and then put out to work. She would 
be grateful for any readers who may have known 
her parents or their present address. She may be 
contacted at the address below. Thanking you, 

Yours faithfully, 
M. Coppe. 

Mrs Galway can be contacted at 40 Cobwell 
Street, Barham, N.S.W. 2739. 

Dear Sir, 

On its calendars I would say that just about every 
country’s national day is marked, except that of the 
“Australian Aborigines National Day”. 

Here we all are living in the Aboriginals country 
and don’t have the decency to mark his National 
Day on our calendars. This day falls on the second 
Friday of each July, around the 8th to 14th. 

The French National Day, Bastille Day (14th 
July) and Polish National Day (22nd July) are both 
marked, but not National Aborigines Day. 

Yours faithfully, 
Maree Welsh. 

Dear Sir, 

I am a girl who would like to have a penfriend, 
male or female. I am 18 and would like my 
penfriend to be between 18 and 24. I like to 
travel. I like riding in fast cars and driving them 
too. I like mod fashions and soul music. 

Valerie Stewart, 
2 Kelvin Vickery Avenue, 
Narrabri West, N.S.W. 2391. 

Dear Sir, 

I am an Aboriginal boy from Algate House and 
I am writing to tell you that we still can talk our 

I 

I 

I 

Valerie Stewart of Narrabri West 

language. Don’t say we forgot it because I was 
taught it. I am 12 years old. I hope you fit this 
in the Dawn €or me and see what they say about 
that. 

My name is Edward James Bugmy, I come from 
the land where the crow flies backward. 

dog-kulee brother-kokogi 
mother-ummiki sister-wetoki 
bab y-burloo eye-meekee 
sun-yoko one-neeche 
two-barkool thirsty-yerka 
hungr y-wilkuka eat-tie11 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing to let you know about a pen pal 
club I started as a hobby. I t  is free for anyone, 
Aboriginal or not. Any reader who wants to join 
should send me their name, age, nationality etc. and 
one self-addressed, stamped envelope. I will send 
them back the names and addresses of other 
members of their own age. I read New Dawn and 
have seen some letters asking for pen pals. 

Yours sincerely, 
Robert McGlashan, 
Kanowna Street, 
Moree, N.S.W. 2400. 
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NATIONAL ABC 

IN SY 

1. The National Aborigines' Day Bal 

2. Shirley Smith at the special mass ht 

3. The celebrant, His Excellency, Arc] 
Australia, prepares to leave the chut 

4. The National Aboriginess' Day Bal 

5. Ningla A-Na ralh outside Sydny 
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The new Community Hall at Bokal-ynee Aboriginal Reserue 

BOKAL-YNEE RESERVE- 

I 

REDEVELOPMENT 
COMPLETED 

The opening of Woodenbong Community Hall 
in April marked the completion of the $325,000 
redevelopment of the reserve. 

Designed by the Housing Commission the 
building is of a striking, modern design with seating 
capacity for 2 0 0  people. Its brick and timber 
construction blends in with the rest of the redevelop- 
ment. The hall has a stage and kitchen as well as 
storeroom and toilet facilities. 

I t  will serve the reserve as a church and as a 
centre for social activities, film screenings and 
conferences. Since April it has been used regularly. 
The hall is under the management of a committee 
of residents. 

The construction is the second and final stage of 
a redevelopment scheme for the community. 
Fourteen houses and eight aged persons’ units were 

Three of “Doc” Williams’ descendants at the unueiling of his 
memorial plaque : Messrs William Charles, Alexander Vesper 
and Herbert Charles (Photo by courtesy of the Northern Star, Limore) 



completed last year. The scheme involved road- 
works and septic system for the reserve. 

The hall is positioned as the focal point and 
geographical centre of the village. The Bokal-ynee 
Reserve covers 126 acres and has a population of 
sixty-two adults and fifty-five children. 

The hall was officially opened by the Minister 
for Social Welfare, the Hon. John L. Waddy O.B.E., 
D.F.C., at a meeting chaired by the Director of 
Aboriginal Welfare, Mr Ian Mitchell. Other 
official guests at the opening included Mr R. Many- 
weathers, M.L.C., Councillor H. C. Junor, President 
of Kyogle Shire Council, representatives of church 
groups, the principal of the local high school, and 
representatives from the Housing Commission. 

That evening 200 people attended a dance to 
celebrate the opening. People came from all over 
the district and interstate, including special guest 
Tony Mundine. 

On the same day the hall was opened several of 
the guests attended the unveiling of another local 
landmark. The residents had initiated and erected 
a monument in memory of the founder of the 
Woodenbong community. 

Mr Herbert Charles unveiled a plaque attached 
to a rock on the reserve, commemorating his 
grandfather, ‘ c D ~ ~ ’ y  Williams, who was the first 
Aborigine to settle on the reserve. “DOC” built 
himself a bark hut there in 1902. 

Many of the adults and children now living on 
the reserve are his descendents. Mrs Williams, 
wife of the c r D ~ ~ y J ,  died earlier this year at the age 

On the plaque is the name Bokal-ynee which 
Mr Charles explained was the name the Aboriginal 
people gave the centre. The reserve’s name has 
been changed accordingly. 

Of97. 

Mr John Wad& Minister for Child Welfare and Social Welfare, with local children at the opening of the new Community Hall 
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Ladies attending the Save the Children Fund Teacher Assistants Seminar held in Sydney recently: Back row standing-Mrs Dorothy 
Thorne o f  Walgett, Miss Kay Kelly of Lake Cargelligo, Mrs  Helen McGuinness of Armidale, Mrs Shirley Vale o f  Kempsg, 
Mrs  Barbara Clarke of Taree, Mrs Margaret Milgate of Gri&th, Miss Dorothy Bamblett of Cowra, Miss Evelyn Williams of 
Coffs Harbour, Mrs Thora Wright of Kempsg, Mrs  Gloria Goolagong of Grijith, Mrs Maria Ping of Taree, Miss Pauline Coe of 
Cowra. Front row seated-Mrs Daphne Wilson of Coffs Harbour, Miss Margaret Bong o f  Ashford, Miss Roslyn Davies o f  
Nambucca Heads, Miss Glenda Smith of Armidale, Miss Lorraine Marshall of Nambucca Heads, and M r s  Pat Johnson of Lake Cargelligo 

TEACHER 
ASSISTANTS 

DISCUSS 
CHILD CARE 
The "Save the Children Fund" now has ten 

preschools in country towns where about 300 
Aboriginal children attend daily to receive excellent 
kindergarten instruction, plus a 3-course balanced 
meal daily and vitamin supplements. 

Eighteen assistants employed at the various 
schools attended a seminar in Sydney in April. 

Held on Thursday, 27th and Friday, 28th April, it 
was the first such gathering of this group. 

The opening address was given by Miss Robinson 
of the Kindergarten Union. Miss Robinson stressed 
the importance of preschool in child development, 
especially what the children learn about getting 
along with other people. The most important 
people children meet are the teachers and assistants 
at the kindergartens because this is the first activity 
they undertake outside their homes. From these 
first contacts they form their lifelong impressions of 
what a teacher is like. 

At preschool children learn to work with others, 
they learn to talk and communicate, and they 
improve their ability to speak. Children under the 
age of 5 pick up these things much more easily than 
older children and adults. 

The teaching assistants attending the meeting 
visited La Perouse Kindergarten where they studied 
the school in action and watched the children at 
work. 
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The following day Dr Moodie addressed them on 
the importance of child health. He said it is 
essential that every day children get protein to 
build muscles and tissue; carbohydrates-starches 
and sugars; fats and oils together with minerals, 
vitamins and liquids. 

Severe malnutrition can be recognized by stunted 
growth in the children. Another sign is frequent 
sickness caused by low-resistance to infection. 

a m 

The diet of the Aboriginal children in tribal 
situations was perfect, but it required a lot of hard 
work to obtain and gather the food. Dr Moodie 
said he thought the high Aboriginal death rate was 
largely caused by malnutrition (that is, not eating 
enough of the right foods). Diseases are easily 
picked up by children who are undernourished. 
Deaths caused by gastro-enteritis and pneumonia 
are really the result of malnutrition which caused 
the victim to pick up the disease easily. 

Research in one Queensland settlement showed 
that the growth of 30 per cent of the children had 
been retarded by lack of a nourishing diet. The 
problem was made worse by worms and other 
infections. The children who died usually showed 
a falling-off in their growth before becoming really 
sick. 

Dr Moodie was followed by Mr Herb Simms, an 
Aboriginal who works for Directorate of Aboriginal 
Welfare. His job involves visiting Aboriginal 
settlements and people all over the state. He 
pointed out that a Resident District Officer of the 
Child Welfare Department is located in most big 
towns in the State and that in some areas he is 
assisted by a welfare officer. Each of these officers 
is available to help and advise Aborigines with 
their problems. 

Children at the netu Save the Children Fund's Walgetf preschool 
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Fred Range was the first Aboriginal to become 
an executive member of the Aboriginal Children’s 
Advancement Society and in March of this year 
became its first Aboriginal president. 

He says of ACAS: “The society helped me get 
where I am today and I want to express my 
appreciation by working for ACAS.” 

Fred has indeed come a long way. He was born 
in Brisbane in 1 9 ~ .  He lived on a settlement 
outside the city till he left school at the age of 14. 
He then went to Brisbane where he worked as an 
apprentice for 6 months. Returning to the country 
he took odd jobs on farms and elsewhere till he 
was 16. 

Fred then Came to Sydney under the sponsorship 
of the Australian Board of Missions to study at 
Tranby. He stayed there for 2 years before moving 
to private board arranged through the Aboriginal 
Children’s Advancement Society. For the next 3 
years Fred worked with the Registrar General’s 
Department in Sydney. 

At 21 Fred moved again, this time returning to 
Brisbane where he spent a year working in the 
State Education Department. This was followed 
by another move, to Melbourne where he spent a 
year. Finally at 23, Fred came again to Sydney 
where he took up work in the Child Welfare 
Department. 

For the past 4 years Fred has divided his time 
between the Department and ACAS. He started 
the Kirinari Younger Set which raised fUnds for the 
parent organization. 

Fred has two sisters who are both married and 
living in Brisbane where his mother also resides. He 
shares a flat in North Sydney. Fred says his aim is 
to work among Aboriginal people on a full-time 
basis. 

He believes that Aboriginal people should be 
involved in organizations such as ACAS and the 
Foundation where they can be of most assistance to 
their own people. He is critical of Aboriginal 
groups who talk a lot but seem to do nothing 
concrete in the area of Aboriginal advancement. 
“By being involved in ACAS, the Foundation and 
other Aboriginal organizations, Aborigines can do 
most for the advancement of their people.” 

Fred believes more Aboriginal liaison officers are 
needed: “Aboriginal officers can do the job as well, 
if not better, because we know the problems. We 
have been through the same things ourselves. 

MT Fred Rungc, newEy elected President of the Aboriginal 
Children’s Advancement Society 

Aboriginal people speak to fellow Aborigines 
confidentially whereas they would not do so with a 
white man. Aborigines tend to think whites are 
interfering in their affairs and are not really sincere.” 

At the same time Fred is critical of some of his 
own people: “Aboriginal people have to learn to 
mix with the white community. When they come 
to Sydney they are inclined to mix among them- 
selves in Redfern.” 

“The girls feel they are being used by whites. 
The men tend to stay in their own circle of mates. 
The white attitude that they can’t do a job properly 
has rubbed off on them-they believe it themselves. 
They haven’t sufficient confidence in themselves and 
this is the only real thing holding them back. This 
is why it’s important that we get to the boys when 
they’re young and convince them that they can 
hold down a job.” 

Aborigines must change their work patterns, says 
Fred. “Aborigines in the country tend to rely on 
seasonal work. They don’t realize the insecurity 
and jeopardy of this sort of work. That’s why 
Aborigines today must get a good job and stick to it. 
The opportunities like educational grants are there. 
They were never there when I was at school.” 

Recently Fred was interviewed on a Sydney radio 
station as a guest on a regular show. He believes it 
is essential that Aborigines seize every opportunity 
to appear in the media because this is the best way 
of getting to white people and other Aborigines who 
would never bother attending a meeting, but do 
listen to the radio. 

Fred Range is a strong believer in the value of 
co-operation between the Government and 
Aboriginal groups. For instance, the Government 
purchased the building for the Burwood girls hostel 
while ACAS administers it. “That sets a good 
precedent”, says Fred, “and hopefully there will be 
further examples of this kind of co-operation. The 
Government needs us as much as we need them.’’ 



Smoke Signals 

In  Central Australia moves are being made to 
alter the council structure on reserves. At 
Ernabella the council decided to change its 
structure. In  the future the people will choose an 
advisory council to consult regularly with the 
superintendent and deal with day to day matters. 
Subcommittees relating to different work areas will 
plan work and development in these areas and 
they will send representatives to a general council 
to meet every 2 months on matters of co-ordination 
and policy. It is aimed to gradually shift the 
authority fkom this general council (which will 
have equal representation of staff and Aboriginal 
people) to the advisory council (all Aboriginal). , In February we asked for a recipe for the Bogong 
moths. One of N m  Dawn’s readers has come 
forward to meet the request. The Aborigines of 
the Monaro are reputed to have feasted on the 
moths during the summer months. The “sweet, 
nutty and nourishing” moths would migrate into 
the mountains in the springtime. In the early part 
of their journey they feed on the spring blossoms but 
once in the tablelands they take little or no food. 
They rest in hordes in dark crevices and caves. 
Towards the end of summer they begin to return to 
the plains, where they mate and feed on the crops. 
But come spring they return to the mountains, fat, 
nourishing and tasty. To catch the moths the 
Aborigines made %mothered” fires on the rock, 
suffocated the moths with smoke and then collected 
them in thousands. After that they allowed the 
fire to burn to ash, cleared the ash away, placed the 
moths on the heated rock or ground and stirred them 
about until the wings came off. Finally, they 
placed the moths on pieces of bark and winnowed 
them, to separate the dust and wings from the fatty 
bodies. The moths were then ready to be eaten, or 
pounded into lumps of fat and carried away. , The Christian Youth Work Camp consisting of 
eighty people working 14 hours a day for 3 weeks 
recently completed the construction of two houses 
for Aboriginal families in the Casino area. Mr and 
Mrs Lindsay Gordon, of Old Bonalbo, and Mrs 
Alma Roberts, of Urbenville, will live in the four- 
bedroom homes. The spacious homes are equipped 
with refrigerator and hot water services. The 
Christian Youth group which built them comprised 
eighty young people from all walks of life, about an 
equal number of boys and girls, the youngest a lad 
of 17 and the oldest, a teacher well into his 30’s. 

The camp leader was Mr Roger Dadd and the work 
leader Mr Tim Seale. A crowd of 22 defied rainy 
weather to attend the opening performed by the 
Hon. R. W. Manyweathers M.L.C. on behalf of 
the Minister. His wife is president of the local 
Aboriginal Welfare Group. The opening was also 
attended by the Mayor of Casino, Ald. J. Lane. 

,The Minister for the Environment, Aborigines 
and the Arts, The Hon. Peter Howson M.H.R., 
has approved a grant of $143,500 to be paid over 
the next 3 years to South Australia’s Flinders 
University to finance an Aboriginal community 
development programme. The programme is part 
of a pilot project at Point Pearce Reserve in South 
Australia which began in July. 

,Four soccer fields and three cricket pitches are 
among the facilities at the Pioneer Park sporting and 
recreation complex at Wellington which was 
recently opened by the Hon. John L. Waddy, 
Minister for Child Welfare and Social Welfare. 
Planning for the scheme began in 1967 and work 
was carried out in consultation with local 
community groups. The 18-acre compIex provides 
for a road system, parking facilities, amenities, 
buildings, and three picnic tourist areas. There is 
also provision for the planting of lawns, trees and 
shrubs. Further facilities are to be provided as 
hnds become available. $35,000 has already been 
spent by Wellington Shire Council. Six Aborigines 
were employed on the project as a result of a $12,000 
grant received by the Council under Aboriginal 
Employment Relief Scheme. In all %-nine 
Aborigines are employed by Wellington Council 
under the scheme. 

,Recently 40 new leases have been granted to 
Aborigines and Aboriginal groups on reserves in 
the Northern Territory. This brings to 109 the 
number granted since the commencement of the 
new legislation at the beginning of last year. The 
two largest of the new leases are for pastoral projects 
in the Top End. The Aboriginal Gulperan Pastoral 
Company will have a leasehold of an area of 2,290 
square miles. Daly River Pastoral Company wdl 
have 1,126 square miles. Of the other 38 leases, 
which were approved as special purpose leases, 23 
were for residential use, I 3 for mission purposes, one 
for a club and meeting rooms at Bathurst Island, and 
one for a recreation building and sports courts at  
Port Kembla. 



NEW ABORIGINAL NEWSPAPER 

The Black Australian News is the name of the 
Aboriginal newspaper recently established by the 
Foundation for Aboriginal Affairs. It describes 
itself as the official publication of the Foundation. 

The first issue was published in June and it is 
planned to bring out an edition monthly to begin 
with and (it is hoped) eventually weekly. 

It takes a newspaper format and will be about 
12-16 pages per edition. I t  is distributed through 
various Aboriginal organizations and through news- 
agencies. The cover price is 15 cents. 

The idea for the paper came from a Mr Niell who 
is in partnership with Pearson Publishing Company. 
They gather advertising for the paper and print 
20,000 copies free of charge for the Foundation. 
Mr Niell has worked with the “Black” movement 
in the United States. 

All editorial control is in the hands of the 
Foundation. The paper is planned as a non- 
partisan publication providing a medium of 
information and a forum for discussion for all 
groups within the Aboriginal community. 

At the moment the Foundation is looking for 
someone to edit the paper. The new editor can 
either be someone who already has experience in 
the field of publications or else someone who is keen 
to be trained to handle the job. Anyone interested 
in applying should contact the Foundation. 

The first edition carried a lead story of the 
financial problems being faced by Kirinari Students 
Hostel at Sylvania. There were other articles on 
various personalities, including Connie McDonald 
who works for the Foundation finding foster homes 
for children, and John Kinsella, Olympics 
competitor and former member of the Australian 
task force in Vietnam. There is a long article 
explaining the special schemes available to 
Aborigines wishing to further their education. 

Advertising in the newspaper comes from various 
business firms all over Sydney. I t  is this advertising 
which pays for the paper. 

Anyone wishing to write for The Black Australian 
News should send their material to the paper, care 
of the Foundation for Aboriginal Mairs, 810 
George Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 2000 (Phone: 
211 0112) .  

HOUSE PARENTS I 
Married mature couple, prefer- 

ably of Aboriginal descent, 
required for Kirinari Aboriginal 
Student Boys Hostel. 

Address : Box Road, Sylvania 
Heights 2224. 

Accommodation available. 
Consideration will be given to 

Apply to : Mr D. Kirk as above, 
housemaster. 

or telephone 522 9682. 

Old King Billy 
Old king Billy wasn’t so silly. 
He lit his fire and boiled his billy, 
Cooking the grub, eating the lizard, 
Thinking of his wonderful land. 
When the night came down 
And the moon shone high 
He slept in his hut, 
Where the breeze was clear, 
Dreaming of his wonderful land. 
When the moon went down 
And the sun came up 
The birds would wake him 
From his restful sleep, 
Thinking of his wonderful land. 

Dennis Swan, 13. 
Katoomba. 
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Minister’s Message 

Since my last message to readers of New Dawn I have visited Aboriginal reserves at 
Caroona (Qtuirindi), Summervale (Walcha), Pugeet (Taree), Woodenbong, Wilcannia, 
Broken Hill, and flanima at Wellington. 

I have now visited practically every reserve in X.S. W., many of them on more than one 
occasion. 

This has required travel over vast distances and to the four corners of the State. 
not surprising, because of  this, that f e w  people haue been able to visit them all. 

It is 

These visits have enabled me to meet many Aboriginal families and I am truly grateful 
f i r  thefriendly welcomes I receiued and f o r  the kindness of many Aboriginal folk who 
invited me into their homes. 

On each visit a note was made of those things which I could personally assist in through 
negotiations with my ministerial colleagues or with other Government bodies. 

A t  the same time let me point out that I found ample evidence to show that my 
departmental o$cers in the course of their routine work are doing everything possible to 
help Aboriginal people both in the towns and on the reserves. 

I am sure you appreciate their help as much as I appreciate their co-operation in the 
important work which my Directorate of Aboriginal Welfare is carrying out. 

John Wad4 ,  
Minister for  Child Welfare and Minister for  Social Welfare 

V. C. N. BLIGHT. GOVERNMENT PRINTER. NEW SOUTH W A L E S 1 9 7 2  
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