


XEW DAWJV is one y e a ~  old this month. As I write this in February, the Aborigines Advisory Council is 
having its first ever meeting here in Sydney. Its members, Mr Hany Hall (Walgett), Mr Les Ridgeway 
(Moree), Mr Bill Cohen (South Kempsey), Mr Oswald Cruse (Kiah), hlr Tom Williams (La Perouse), 
Mrs Mmiel Stewart (Mt Druitt), Mr Bill Naden (Gilgandra), Mr Ron Riley (Broken Hill), and Mrs Ivy 
Smith (Armidale), are fully aware of the difficulties facing them. 

The best of luck to them in their task. 

. _ _  __ .. .. . .. 
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FROXT COVER 
Thc ability to tell storks-the beautiful talk-poetry of the inner life-still exists amongst the Aboriginal people. 
natural story-teller is Henry Buchanan, of Nambucca Heads. 
I couldn’t resist nsing for the front cover for this month. 

One such 
His tales will be featured in later issues, but his photograph 

This is how he looks while he is telling his stories. 

BACK COVER 
Mrs V. Donovan of Eungai Creek has sent in this photo of boxer Willie Leslie for our last page. 

EDITOR: Cora Walther, Dept of Child Welfare and Social Welfare, Box 18, G.P.O., Sydney, N.S.W. 2001 



ccWe stand for self-reliance. We hope for aid both morally and hamdally, but cannot be 
dependent on it. We depend on our own efforts, on the united stance of our own people.” 

NATIONAL TRIBAL COUNCIL 
Leading 

The National Tribal Council held a three day 
national conference at the University of Queensland 
in early .January. Significant resolutions emerging Sesame Street on television. 
out of the workshop sessions included: 

0 that the N.T.C. ask the Federal Government to 
invite the Freedom from Hunger Campaign and 
UNICEF to work amongst the Aboriginal people to 
help combat malnutrition in Aboriginal children. 

that pre-school age Aborigines should be en- 
couraged to watch educational programmes like 

@that the N.T.C. support those candidates for 
parliament who hold policies favourable to Abor- 
igines, irrespective of their party allegiance. 

On the final day of the conference, delegates 
objected to the Brisbane Sunday Mail placing undue 
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emphasis upon the violence/force aspect of an earlier 
statement by Dennis Walker that the N.T.C. would 
use force to prevent police from removing Abor- 
igines from their sacred lands. In an ehtremely 
brief article, words like “fixce”, “violence”, and 
“direct action” were used ahout a dozen times. 
Without denying that violence was a possibility, 
delegate? ob.jected to the sensational nature of the 
report. 
Other delegates and visitors ; 

During the meeting, which was chaired by 
Gordon Briscoe, a letter from Mrs Kath Walker 
was read announcing her resignation from the 
position of National Chairman for reasons of ill 
health. Pa3tnr Doug; Nicholls praised Mrs Walker’s 
efforts for thz Aboriginal movement saying, “She’s 
a great woman-words cannot pay tribute to 
her. . . .” It was resolved that a letter or regret 
over the resignation be sent to Mrs Walker. 

The Tribal Council now in New S o u t h  Wales  
The Inaugural meeting of the Tribal Council of 

N.S.W. was held at the Foundation for Aboriginal 
Affairs on 3rd February. Tts convenor, Gordon 
Briscoe, said that it would be the first Aboriginal 
civil rights organization formed in N.S.W‘. Guest 
Speaker Pastor Nicholls commented on the changes 
he had seen in his lifetime, saying: 

“Our people may disagree a lot, hut they can 
also come together from all over . . . from diffcrent 

tribes and sit together and talk about what they 
want. We saw them do it in Brisbane recently. 
Nowadays, we can sit down and talk to Ministers 
and Directors and disagree with them. Once upon 
a time you couldn’t even get nraf them. If our 
people back rhe National Tribal Council, these 
(government) fellows will sit and Men to us.” 

MAN a n d  GROUP -THE ABORIGINAL in SOCIETY 
Anything anyone can say about Aborisines seems 

to have its polar ospositz which is equally true. 
Some of this is due to the marked differences 
between reserves. Another reason is the fact that 
Aborigines are such strong individualists within 
their own group. On a recent trip to northern 
N.S.W. the following contradictions stood out in 
sharp contrast: 
D Aborigines want to leave the reserves and “get 

0 They are determined never to leave the reserves. 
away from it all.” 

D Aborigines want to live alone, away from nosy 

0 They are the most friendly, sociable peoplc in 

D Aborigineswant and need the help ofwhite people. 
0 They want to be left alone and should not 

D Aborigines are fond of their own people. 
0 They are jealous of their own people and hate 

neighbours who leave them no privacy. 

the world. 

be interfered with. . . . 

to see them get ahead. 
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D Aborigines are integrating well. Many budget 
and cook well and provide healthy food and condi- 
tions for their fmdies. 
0 Their food is appalling-often only damper and 
jam. There’s never any fruit or vegetables. 
Diseases such as bronchial trouble, malnutrition, 
worms and cirrhosis of the liver are a problem. 
Aborigines have lost their old knowledge and reject 
white standards. The only standards left are those 
of demoralization and disaster. 

It is impossible to generalize. There arc as many 
facts, opinions, and situations as there are Abor- 
igines. However, in the article below, speakers 
all highlight some aspect of Aboriginal life today. 
Where a statement is headed COMMENT, it 
means that the words of white people who work 
with Aborigines are being used. It may also cover 
the identity of Aboriginal speakers who did not 
want their name used. 

Bill Charles 
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Independence or Life in the Group? 
Bill Charles (Woodenbong) : “Can an Aboriginal 

I’ve done 
Back home, with the 

I just 

live an independent life in the group? 
it, but not in the group. 
relations, I can’t live like Europeans do. 

Mrs Lola Close 

( I  to r)  Ken Buchanan, Jim Kelly, Mrs Sylvia Hart, Mrs Grace 
Roberts 

can’t. Aborigines can live a better life. Friends 
of ours, the Donnellys are Iiving Iike Europeans in 
Alexandria, Sydney. I would like to do it too, but 
I had to come back because of my mother. Later I 
will go back, too. Here, there’s always the 
hangers-on, coming to you for help all the time. I 
don’t mind helping people who need it, but I don’t 
!&e anybody imposing on me. Yet a lot of people 
do let others take advantage of their love and 
kindness.’’ 

Comment: “What’s the me of buying weekly food 
and groceries like Europeans do? As soon as you 
have anything in the ’fridge, anyone can walk in 
and take it. You can’t stop them, either. . . .” 
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Mrs Lola Close (Woodenbong) : “We share every- 
thing. I t  is hard sometimes, but I still prefer our 
way though-it seems better. . . .” 

Mrs Grace Roberts (Woolgoolga Rd reserve, Coffs 
Harbour) : “In church, we are told that Christians 
are supposed to share. You never see a rich 
Aborigine, because he does share. When relations 
come, we have to look after them. Rut we’re not 
allowed to take in relations. But isn’t that what 
Christians are supposed to do?’’ 

Jim Kelly (Woolgoolga Rd reserve, CoRs Har- 
bour) : “The white man-he worships money, not 
people. , . .” 

Mrs Alma Walker (Tabulam): “Yet our people 
must learn to save. . . .” 

Comment: “It’s hard for Aborigines to live by 
white standards. Some years ago, I knew a full- 
blood who had been in 1 1 1  employment for twenty 
years. He was highly respected bv everybody. 
He was also constantly broke and in debt. His wife, 
following the old ways let a constant stream of 
visitors into his house. They ate all his food and 
used evrrything he had. He couldn’t stop his 
wife and probably didn’t even try, but persistently 
sought the help of white people to see if they could 
keep the people out of his home. There was never 
a solution.” 

People and Colour 
Bill Charles (Woodenbong) : “It is most important 

that our people associate with European people and 
mix and feel that they are really one. If people get 
in and mix, they forget about our colour. I found 
this out for myself. But a lot of our people won’t 
mix. Even our girls at school, far better educated 
than we are, don’t mix. The colour thing can be 
terrible. I t  grows in a child-quickly. I got over 
it. I knew some European people, in the police 
force, who never made me feel my colour. They 
showed me love and mateship. Without this, what 
can we do?” 

Mrs Lola Close (Woodenbong) : “The country 
children have the colour feeling strongest. Years 
ago, I used to work for a white couple. I used to 
watch and see if the whites would eat my cooking. 
If not, I wouldn’t cook again. But they did eat it. 
I did all the cooking after that. The couple were 
very good to me. I felt easy 
theregot  so used to the place and l i e d  it. But 
when visitors came, I wouldn’t eat with them. 
They’d ask me to, but I wouldn’t do it-I was too 
shy. Thinking of the colour again. They said I 

I got to love them. 

was silly, but I wouldn’t. I couldn’t relax. But if 
I had this time over again, I’d mix in. You’ve got 
to mix.” 

Comment: “A lot of our people have this idea that 
they’re not wanled. We’re as much to blame as the 
white man. We say we want to assimilate or 
integrate. How can we, when we won’t even 
associate?’ 

Comment: “The whites near reserves have a big 
influence on the attitude of reserve people. Its 
odd how one town will be prejudiced, with a strong 
colour bar and another, only a few miles away, will 
be integrated with the races living together without 
trouble. In some places, there is no colour bar on 
the surface. Everyone can go to the public baths, 
for example. But a bather ‘must be clean’-for 
which the measure seems to be skin colour. Other 
towns seem to have such ingrained anti-black 
attitudes as to make one wonder if it is a reaction 
from the guilt of being descended from settlers who 

Ella Simon 

.<” . X I -  

Mrs Audrey Mundine with ( 1  to r )  Leon, David and Jenn$er 
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treated Aborigines so shockingly. And in those 
places, Aborigines have long withdrawn: into 
misery and a type of what you might call ‘passive 

Granny Fngwon 

survival’. Even in a place the size of Coffs Har- 
bour, there’s only one cafe where Aborigines can 
go and have a normal knife and fork meal. . . . 
Yet there’s other places where dark people have 
really been given a go and they haven’t played 
fair. I know places where they’ve made it bad 
for themselves and have on117 themselves to 
blame. . . . 

Ella Simon (Taree) : “Kempsey was bad once . . . 
it seems to have broken down a bit. Taree, as far 
back as I can remember, had no colour bar. 
There were hnny little ideas, but no major thing. 
White people who do get funny with me I can deal 
with. . . . I remember once, when a towns- 
woman got superior with me. . . . I reminded 
her that we might very well be related! That 
worked. In some parts of the state, there are what 
we used to call ‘the hostile blacks’. Many of them 
asked for trouble and caused a lot ofwhite resistance. 

’9  

Mrs Hilda Ballangary (r)  with her sister, Mrs Clarice Allen 

.. 

i J 

Here in Tzree, t.here’s still only one or two Abor- 
iginal people in good jobs in town. But this ig in 
part due to the fact that Aborigines didn’t stay at 
school.” 

Mrs Audrey Mundine (Lismore) : “Tony is going to 
build a house for me in Grafton. It seems a better 
place to live. , . .” 

The Dislike of leaders 
(‘‘M%o do they think they are?”) 

Granny Evebn Ferguson (Coffs Harbour): “God 
gave us a language and a Rule-what have we got 
to be flash about?” 

Henry Buchanan (Nambucca Heads): “In those 
days, we weren’t allowed to be where there were 
big persons talking. Got to be away. Not like 
today-they’re right around you, listening, see 
what you’ve got to say. The world is changing. 
There is no ‘no’ anymore. All ‘yes’. In my time, 
if my parents said ‘no’ it was no. Today, if you say 
‘no’ the children say ‘yes’. Think they are men 
and women as soon as the napkui comes off.” 

Commmnt: “In the past, leadership came from a 
group-usually several men of high degree. Abor- 
igines need leaders or at least spokesmen now. But 
all the old restraints have gone and they won’t 
accept new ones. Any capable person on a reserve 
who tries to start a preschool, help provide a medical 
senrice, run a community centre or be a handyman 
around the place is just tolerated, provided they 
don’t assume authority. This is hard, because 
sometimes they haw to-circumstances make them. 
But as soon as such people do take on authority, the 
others say ‘who does he think he is?’ They get so 
badly treated that they €ear being a leader. . . . 
Of course, there is another side to this. Experience 
has shown that some Aborigines, given authority, 
really use it. Some do get “flash” and very 
impatient with their people. The best defence the 
peop!e have is to laugh at them . . . and they 

Mrs Hilda Bdlangarry (Bowraville) : “I suppose 
I’m a leader. But I’ve had no trouble about it. 
Maybe its the approach that’s important. The 
people here tnist me. They trust their money with 
me. hfy husband was a leader here, too, and I 
thought I’d have to carry on. We always have a 
meeting before we do anything. Everybody agrees 
to help and we share. There was always a leader 
in the tribe, way back. They look for a leader. 
Some of the people are going backwards because 
they’re frightened of white people. Those are the 
ones who need help. I try to bring them out . . . 
to come forward and be in it.” 

do.” 
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Comment: “Some reserves are victims of the past. 
Different tribes were lumped together and the 
distrust between groups has lasted down to the 
present day. Reserves can be split right down the 
middle, with each side spiking the efforts of the 
other h a .  There’s no respect and no discipline. 
The young don’t respect their parents, wives don’t 
respect husbands and families are constantly 
fighting. Years ago, Tom Close Sr said to me 
‘What these people need is harshness3-he meant 
the harshness of self-discipline. There’s not enough 
love on some places, either. . . .” 

Jim Kelly (Woolgoolga Rd reserve, Coffs Har- 
bour): “Aborigines need strictness . . . they’ve 
got to be made to do things. Show ’em a pack of 

cards and they’re all in it, but just try to get them 
to go to a meeting.’’ 

Profasor C. D. Rowley (QUADRANT, Nov.-Dec., 
1967) : 

“The situation is very complex indeed. Its 
solution will not be approached through education 
and training, housing schemes, health measures, the 
end of all discriminatory legislation . . . unless a 
creative effort to produce leadership and a chance 
for the leadership to operate can be made. Most 
of the creative effort in decision making can come 
only from the Aboriginals. How to enable a poor 
and depressed group to decide what it wants, and 
to operate within the law to get it, is the main 
challenge which faces this nation. . . .” 

TABULAM PICTURE GALLERX 

b 3  
Mrs Florence Collins 
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ff to Europe 
Here's a young man on the go. Gra 

of Surfers Paradise has left for Europe to 
in advanced hotel management and caterin 

resort hotels at Surfers Paradise. He began as a 
storeman with Chevron Hotels Queensland in the 

Graham ( 2 5 )  has enjoyed 

loolrs afler the arrival of a 
manager, etc. 

the world Poultry Science Coderence. Graham 
Emzin also spent one year as food controller for the 
hotel. When he ended his term at the end of 
1970, he was manager in charge of the Pink Ele- 

. * -  . . . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  . . . . . .  

L . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  
. . *  

z v.9 @ f 3  
--* - . . . .  

m 
. . . . . . . .  , , ; . ;  . . . . . . .  . .  ,. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  

ti"' 3 {*;;?ii.i;?'"" 'U - 

. . . . . . . . . . .  g! . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  

taurant and lounge section which also 
the room service throughout the hotel. 

he left the hotel, the directors, manage- 
d staff presented him with a gold watch as 

well as a document to take overseas. The letter in 
part reads: "with him go the very best wishes of 
the Directors, management, and staff of this 
company with whom he has had a very good 
association." Not only the hotel wishes Graham 
well. 

Something of a star footballer-he has been wing 
rover of the Surfers Paradise Australian Rules club 

has been in the premiership side 
e is also a B Grade squash player 
ough to be in a champion team. 

No wonder he is 
He also plays guitar and has performed 

is also overseas with him. 

He also plays golf and surfs. 
popular. 
in theatre. 

m overseas he expects to 
find an executive position with a resort hotel on the 
Gold Coast. 

Graham Emzin 
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BO WRA V I U E  PEOPLE w -  

I 
T@ right: Granny F h m e  B a l l a n g q  

CWre: Ghnny Bdlangarg with some of her familJ, 

Bottom right: Two high-school stuahts on holidays-Ian 
Mumblcr and Rajmnd Robinson of Bowamlle 

Bottom le3 : Bowamllc again-the hand of a little brother? 

.-. . 

\ 
3 

f 

" I  
l i  

f 



BOX RIDGE, 
CORAKI PEOPLE 

Top: Robert Kapeen (r )  and his 
son, Ronald 

Centre and bottom : Coraki children 
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When it comes to jobs, Marlene Queary on the 
Queensland Gold Coast has one of the most unusual. 
Her work includes making sure she stays on fr;endly 
terms with a giant killer whale. Twenty years old 

Marlene won the job at Marineland on the Gold 
Coast from dozens of applicants in Queensland and 
New South Wales. 

The girl that Marineland advertised €or was one 
who was photo~graphically attractive (she will have 
to be photographed by tens of thousands of tourists 
a year), conversationally good (she has to be able 
to handle interviews with visiting press, radio, and 
television people), fond of animals (she works with 
dolphins, whales, penguins, pelicans, and seals), 
and above all have a pretty strong spirit of ad- 
venture. 

For Marlene not only has to win the complete 
confidence of the giant whale (it is now only 12 ft 
long, but will grow to at least 25 ft) but she has to 
get in the water with it. One swipe of the tail 
could break every bone in the human body and 
one bite with the fearful teeth in that aniwal’s 
huge jaws would mean certain death. Yet Marlene 
is confident that she will not only be able to get 
safely into the water with the whale but she will 
actually be able to ride it like a horse. 

Marlene was brought up on Stradbroke Island, 
and is a granddaughter of one of Queensland’s 
famous Aboriginal personalitie 
MacKenzie. 
of a wide range of music, and is a student of dancing 
being especially keen on South Seas music. Before 
getting thejob with Ramu the killer whale, Marlene 

Marlene !&teary of Marimland 

She is a keen te 
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CABBAGE TREE 
ISLAXD PEOPLE 

Top: Ken Bo& 

Centre: Miss Margaret Roberts 
and her mother, Mrs Fanny 
Roberts. Margaret has just 

jinished 4th year and will do a 
commrcial course at Tech. 

Bottom : Dcsmond Anderson and 
jiancee Linda Olive photographed 
in January. T h y  were 
preparing to marry on the 31st. 
With them in Mrs 2Tvonm Olive 
and Barry Olive of Casino 

-- t 
1 

-== -- 
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The Australian Aborigines 

Professor A. P. Elldn 

Totemism: The bond between Aborigines and 
nature is so close that the birds, the animals, the 
trees and so on are divided up into groups and clans 
which they regard as friends, brothers, sisters, or 
other relations. Totemism is a view of nature and 
of He, of the universe and of man which colours and 
influences the Aborigines’ social groupings and 
myths, inspires their rituals and links them to the 
past. The Aboriginal brings an attitude of respect 
towasds nature, performs ceremonies for its welfare, 
and looks to it for help not only as a source of food 
and water, but also as a protection from danger and 
a guide to the future. 

Totemism is not a relationship between the tribe 
as a whole and nature as a whole. It is not a 
generalized nature religion. Rather, it has a 
segmentary aspect in that it is a relationship between 
an individual or a groi:p and a part or parts of 
nature. 

Totemism has a large variety of forms (individual, 
sex, moiety, section, sub-section, clan, local and 
multiple) and functions (social, sex, cult, conception, 
dream, classificatory and aspivtant). This gives 
some idea of the complexity of totemism. 

Secret Life and Initiation: Toteniism may be 
thought of as a link between everyday life and the 
secret life of myth and ritual. There is, however, 
only one door which admits to the inner shrine and 
to a knowledge of the mysteries, namely, initiation. 
Every male member of the tribe must pass through 
it, taking the discipline and the pain as well as 
receiving knowledge. Very few white men, even 
of those who have spent years amongst Aborigines, 

PART X 
(Continued from last &sue> 

know very much about the Aborigines and no one 
knows this better than the Aborigines themselves. 
They never drop a hint to the whites, feeling that 
they would not understand or would despise their 
great world of thought, law, and ritual. So, the 
old men sit in the camp, watching with eagle eyes 
the effect of whitc contact on the young men and 
deciding how much, if any, of the old knowledxe 
can be safely entrusted to them. If the young men 
are too much attracted to the white man’s ways, if 
they despise the old ways and above all, if they 
show a looseness of living which in turn shows lack 
of stability in character, the old men either teach 
them nothing, or else traditionally false versions of 
some myths, to test their sincerity and loyalty. 

If the old knowledge is not taught, the secrets 
pass away with the old men. They die in sorrow, 
knowing that the old rites and myths die with 
them, that the old sacred places will no longer be 
cared for and that the tribe is doomed to extinction. 
Yet they die triumphantly, having been loyal to 
their trust. Surely we must admire the nobility 
and depth of character shown by such men. 

The attitude of superiority on the part of many 
young Aborigines towards the old ways is deplorable 
seeing as it is held by those who do not have a full 
knowledge of the secret life of their fathers. Some 
of the youngsters have begun to realize what they 
have lost and try to return to it. They try to 
equate Biblical characters to the heroes of the old 
myths and say that the old teaching contained what 
is valuable in the new. Often the old secrets were 
too closely kept and they have only the husks to 
fall back on. 
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II HERE AND THERE 

I 

Mrs Cecelia Mercey, Rose Walker, Hector 
Walker, Sue Mercey, Lois Roberts and 
Louise Walker 

4 

Mrs Ethd Walker, Mrs G .  DonnelEy, 
Mary Walker, Mrs Loretta Gordon and 
Richard Exton o f  Bonalbo 

II r- m 

Henry Buchunan's &er, Mrs Eiken 
Forrester, of Nambucca Heads 

. . . from Woodenbong 
Margaret Charles and son 
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Smoke Signals 
,Pictured is Col!een Page, 18, of Coffs Harbour, at 
work in the offices of the Coffs Harbour Hospital. 
Colleen, who left school after third year, did a 
year’s secretarial course at Tech. and started work 
as a junior clerk at the hospital last November. 
That she enjoys her job is evident from the photo- 

W’omen sweetly (3) together: Colleen is proud of 
Coffs Harbour. When I interviewed her, she 
asked me whether I had had a swim at Coffs yet. 
I said I hadn’t, because I didn’t like the look of 
the beaches. Colleen swallowed that one, then 
promptly turned to see my dog Andrew coming 
towards us. Says Colleen: “What an ugly dog!” 
Score even. 

graph. 

,,‘I was the in-between” I t  is easy for half-caste 
Aborigines, who never knew their father, to hate 
whites. But what about those who did kn 

as a teenager. . . .” 

,Ella Simon has written in about: I h e  passing of a 
grand old la@ known to the Macle9 people as Auntie 
Ena. 
Loved and respected by all who knew Eer- 

Born at Forster to George and Susan Russell, 
She married Victor Mosley who passed on after a 

Georgina RusseU. 

brief married life. 



Colleen admiring Andmm 

Two chddren were born to them, Mamit and 
Phillip. 

Ena later married Robert Methven. They had one 
boy, Caleb, who died as a baby. 

Robert came fiom the South Coast and the couple 
lived at South West Rocks. 

Many people came to the funeral to pay their last 
respects to a lovely lady. 

God bless all Christian mothers, His best gift to 
mankind. 

FMrs Marie J. Currey of Stuart Town has sent in a 
photo of her foster d Gtrina, who A part- 
Aboriginal. Katrina is en months old 
a i d  has been with Mrs Currey since she was 6 days 
old. Needless to say, the whole family idolizes the 
little girl, shown below. 

,The Harden-Murrumburrah Police-Citizens 
Boys' Club has now by far the strongest Aboriginal 
group of boxers in the southwest part of the State. 
In the last half of 1970 they participated in tourna- 

n 
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ments at Harden, Young, Canberra, Forbes, Wagga, 
Grenfell, Boorowa, and Sydney. Keith Johnson, 
12, 4 stone 13 Ibs., has had seven fights with s ix  
wins, bating Harry Sims of Young who is the 
State Title holder in his division. Laurie Johnson, 
18, g stone 3 lbs, has had five fights with four wins. 
On one occasion he won a City U .  Country fight at 
Dubbo Police-Citizens Boys’ Club. The four Little 
brothers, Pat, John, Allan, and Richard have per- 
formed well in all tournaments and have brought 
home many trophies for the Club. 

John, 16, I O  st. I l b - 6  fights, 5 wins on k.0.s 
Pat, 15, 8 st. 5 lb-5 fights, 3 wins on points. 
Allan, 13,6  st. 12 lbs-7 fights, 6 wins on points. 
Richard, I I ,  5 st.-7 fights, 5 wins on points. 
All the boys are members of the Police Boys’ Club. 

They are trained by former light-heavyweight 
champion Bernie McGrath, who is now a boxing 
professional. The club’s twenty-five Aboriginal 
members paxticipate in water-polo, soccer, and 
other club activities, as well as boxing. One time 
member Victor Hippitt was runner up in the 
N.S.W. v. Victoria under g stone division of the 
Amateur Boxing Championships and Ian Hippitt 
won the under g stone division of these champion- 
ships. 

)Money! Penny McHughes, last known of Bre- 
warrina is sought to contact the office of the Child 
Welfare Dept at Bourke. It may be in her interest 
financially if contact were made, says the Resident 
District Officer there, Mr W. Dennis. 

The Department of Child Welfare and Social 
Welfare, which holds bank pass books with the 
Aborigines Welfare Board as Trustee for a number of 
ex-Kinchela boys, is anxious to transfer these to the 
present system operated by the Department. It is 
difficult to find many of the ex-Kinchela boys, who 
are required personally to sign a Commonwealth 

Savings Bank withdrawal form, which is to be sent 
to the Assistant Accountant of this Department. 
A signed withdrawal form is needed fiom : 

Joe Munday Eric Ballangarry 
Dennis Johnson Clarence Alex Bullman 
Frederick Morris Egan Albert Cooper 
Peter James Knight Thomas Johnson 
John Joseph Farrant Jack Mitchell 
Ronald Wesh Gordon Baker 
William Nixon 

)The University of New South Wales has decided 
to admit Aborigines or part-Aborigines to courses 
without being subject to quotas faced by students of 
other races. They will be admitted, ifapproved by 
the professorial board on the basis of whether they 
have a reasonable chance of success in the course. 
Aborigines without matriculation will also be 
considered for admission. The proposal was made 
by Professor J. H. Wootten, dean of the Law 
Faculty at the University. 

)A Christmas tree run by Mrs Kathleen Gardiner 
and Mrs Christine Briggs of South Grafton pro- 
vided some Aboriginal youngsters of Grafton with a 
wonderful time last Christmas. Mrs Gardiner has 
written in to say that she hopes that younger people 
will carry on with this work each Christmas, 
because she is getting on in years. She is 68. Mrs 
Gardiner and Mrs Briggs wish to thank the white 
people of Grafton who gave donations towards the 
tree and also the youngsters who helped decorate it. 

)Somebody said: In  the Aboriginal movement there 
are three main types of people: 

o the jawbones (who only scream about the whole 

e the knucklebones (who knock everything down). 
Doesn’t that just about swn‘it up? 

the backbones (who do all the work), 

thing) Y 

~ 

Notes on the word “BOORP-by Professor Elkfn 
In 1866 the Rev. W. Ridley who studied the 

Kamilaroi language recorded bure (pronounced 
boo-ray) for younger sister; and bun’ (pronounced 
boo-ree) for brigalow. For the Pikumbil language 
(hlacintyre River) he gave buri (boo-ree) , mosquito. 

For the Wailwun language, Walgett district, R. H. 
hlathews last century recorded bun’ for myall tree. 
While about I ~ M  Marie Reay recorded for the 
same language burui (pronounced boo-reye) meaning 
child or children of either sex or of both sexes. In 
later days, burai has become a gibberish word. 

For the Darling River tribe, the Bakindji, south 
of Bourke, boorree, boori, or bu:ri meant an evil 
spirit, devil, ghost. Another recorder gave the 
meaning of boree or bori as white man (i.e., ghost). 
As the word has the connotation of evil spirit, ghost, 
we can appreciate far western Aborigines not liking 
it for the children’s page in NEW DA Wfl. 

(PETE says,: “Well, that’s that. As I’m not 
married to the word ‘Boori’ or anything like that, 
let’s call it CHILDREN’S CORNER. That way, 
we know we’re safe!”) 
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Children’s Corner 
This month, let’s have Pete’s drawing lesson: 

A wise old owl 
Sat in a tree. 

“Who! Who!” he said 
“Is afraid of me?” 

Said Tuff-guy Wombat 
“Upon my soul 

Never, ever, ever 
Have I dug such a hole!” 

A cheeky mouse 
Said to a cat 

“You can’t catch me, 
And that is that!” 

A joey kangaroo 

Fell out on his head 
In his mother’s pouch- 

And then yelled “ouch!” 
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