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' The usual carol singers on four wheels did their singing
on Christmas Eve; one of the most heart warnming and happy sounds to be
heard here. Unfortunately many people missed the singers of joy because
o£ the pictures, but those who heard them were not disappointed.
lhe musical talent seemed to be much greater this year and included
ruitar (Jacob Roberts) accordian (Bob Cross) and even trumpet
(Rev. Latu).

After the service and Christmas play in the morning, a
football match got underway on the old oval, and after the match the
spectators fcasted themselves to a "tremendous" dinner to end all dinners
prepared by Zric and John and their staff in the kitchen, The menu
included soft drink, fruit juices, icecream, pickled pork and chicken.
After such a feast as that it was not surprising that [laningrida had a very
viet and lazy afternoon, except for a s:vage dog bite out at Cadecll

we havent hcard the dogs side of the story yet) and some Tongan
"sing song" and dancing in a more rcmote part of the scttlement, which vas
heard poing well into the night.

Hospitat flowce

Sisters Maija and Edith reccived notice on tonday that
they will be moving off after the new ycar. Sister Ldith, who has been
here for over four years.is off to Pine Crcek while Sister liaija is back
again to Umbakumba wherce John Wilders is also stgtioned, \/e hope she dogs
not burn the hospital down this time becausc it is only a new one. ‘e wish
the best of luck to both of them. Sister Scribbens who was here for a short
stay about 18 months back will take Sr Haijas place as S.I.C.

Walin amd Rwer Salotewrs

During the past week there have been three separate
incidents of interference with the towns watc¥ and power supply.

On Sunday night (or afternoon) someonc turncd two
four valves off at the storage tans, not only causing the
8upply to run dry but also busting a joint between th bores and tanks,
It took considerable time during the early_hours of lionday morning
by staff alrcady cxhausted by barge unloading to find out and rectify the
fault, Damage could have becn much greater and cven unrcpeirable

Oo - i »
g. seized pumg% Christmas . orning somc phantom pand turned Fhe power
off (casily donc by pressing the right button; if ne pressed the wrong

but know about itl). ) :
ton he would ggtmggggay night (or afternoon) someone fiddled with the

| ower s res and again the tanks ran dry. . )
R " supnly on gggsbgype of o;%ence is a ncw clement at lianingrida, and

i igi ~ ver is being vicwed
be eith 0 r aboriginal offendcrs the matver 1s 7
nost segioggi;n%; ghe ?olige and severe action is going to be taken to

: 1 - e gl
Protect the others of Maningrida ifrom such crininals,
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Apologies for the failurc of "The liirage"™ to hit the
newspaper stalls last week, but the é@ditor was called into Darwin at
short noticc. : ,
The paper looks to have a bright future in frontiof it
for 1974. The editomship is being token over by John Gardiner uatil
about February when Mr Gillespie will takce over as permanent editor. It
is not the policy of the dditor to publish any political opinions
other than official Maningrida Council notes nor will it be his policy
(unfortunately) to encourcge outside postal subsoOriptions as the work.
load involved is becoiiing too great and the ncwspaper is only designed
for local convenicnce and intercst.

Mr Peter Cooke has offered his scervices when he can gpare
the timc and the paper is grateful  for his assistance - he did an
excellent job on the Crocodilc article last week..

Our most serious problem at the moment is the nced for

an artist.

; The Manager of the M.P.A. has advisced that although the

bakery is working to its fullest capacity bread will alwcys be sold out
before clsoing time on Saturdcy and he strongly suggests that customers
buy their weeckend brcad on Friday.

New  Yemps @a?p

Shop Closed 2ll Day
B&l{el‘y " 1" n
Post Office & Bank " n
Hasty Tasty Open as usual

Connair = Both inwards and outward flights, but the office
will NOT be opencd, nor will freight be delivercd. Customers-are
advised to book beforchond and collect their own freight. '

Féat O}qou Howno

As from 2 Jan Elva will delay her lunch hours till
12.20 to 1.20 to cnable inward mail to be sorted,
1. SPECIAL JORKS .7:0JECT

A lettor from the D.A.A, has advised that the council
should talk and plan about c¢iffercnt projects it can sponsor to provide
chances of cmployment for other persons in the settlement who may
not be ablc to receive award woges. These Special Jorks Projects will
contributc largely to cnsuring full cuployment within the community.
2o ZAYNEET CF UuBiTOY O FT BlLasPITS.

t is a part of a nuw govt policy to pay unemployment
benefitd to 2ll pcople on the rescrve because the government thinks it
can not provide jobs for cverybody. This bencefit will be provided
as temporary payment until work is available. :

A letter from the social security office says that
benefits will be paid to _
a) young poersons at lcast 16 yrs of cgo have finished school and con
not be paid on traoining cliowonce.
b) an older person who nas stayed away from the sevbtlement and has
rcturnced. lMr «Jraith however specificd that: .
ag theee people nust waat to work when a job is offored to them
b) moncy, when paid o a marricd man must be used for his
Tforily. In the case that he docs not usc the moncy for this purposec the
moncy will be token away frouw him and will be paid directly to his wife

ve OFFICE OF 'MIE S.LCLIMWARY,

The Council wants the public to lnow the pogition of scercisary
occupicd by i.rs Leah Vinder is an honorary position - approved in a
resolution passed in August 18 1973 and alsc apsroved by Mr John Hunter
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of the local welfarc officc. She is to occec iti i

. p - . upy the position until such
a time that an aboriginal can tak Ve C ibiliti

c = ota : g e over the I‘GSP?DSlbllltles of a

4, HOSL,ITAL SIT=E,
A rcsolution was passed thot the area morked S
_ K . a - cd aB Q
agdjacent to the nower house be set cwide cs a; aaditzonal ggig %én%he
4.5 acres ag?ced_to by the councillors as the new hospital complex.
fhis resolution increases the site from 4.5 ccrcs to 15.5 acres,

' 5, YOUTI REPRESENTATIVIS TO THE CCUKCIL.

The council also approved the suggestion that two youny men
be clected as ex-officio members of the council. The young mzh will
serve o8 the voice of tpe younger goeneration and os a chaancl through
which the older gencroation can estoblish comnunication,.

: Jomes Cooper the .amager of the Becer Club suspended scven
members qf the Qlub fgr their involvement in a2 ncar fatnl brawvl ot the
town hall on Friday night the 14th of December. Included in the susponsion
is one club officer.

The suspension is the third since the recrganisation
of the club lost month.

James Coopor stated that he will suspend club menbours any
time a rulc ks violated.

) Suspension meons two weoks without beer plus o fin.
of $#5.00 vpon rcinstatement of mcmbership.

Jhe Rumoe Fhat [luwen e .-

. The young and thc old - two gencrctions apart - two
2ifferent worlds in onc world. Apart yet incxtricnbly Bound togethoer
The' generation gap has becomc 2 social signature. So is it in
lianingrida. It recognises no borricrs - cthnic or rneinl. The gep is
further widened by inflexibilities on both sides. Generation gap
conmunication gap stort varied personcl and social problems,

The conflict betwcen the older pcople and o group
of young men was precipitated by a rumour that the councillors cnl;ed
the young men Bastards. So rumours arc by naturc faster than the wind
the young men witadu stopping to think on the verocity of the rumour

.ads fogzy with beer sought out the councillors

aggravated by he .
f§§ a showdowg. Bastards - they werce presumably called,Bastards they werc

going to be.

000

Result - TROUBLE. The timcly intcrvention of thec police

and cooler hcads assuaged rufflcd feelings but 2 dialogue between the
two groups had to be conducted. The coursc of the dialoguc reacted that

the accusation camc {rom cnother young mon, not from onc of the )
councilors. It was apparcnt too that the young men did not know their

i . Mr Artl Marks suBgested that the y ung acn should zect
councd 1 lore . Hr o= il he council so that they could

together and clect represcatative to t C
have o chance to articulate the scntiments of the younger generation

hi 'ncillors agreced. . . ; £
To this the co&gc dialogugrhas ventilated crucicl 1ssucs which affect

socinl life in iianingrida. Perhaps diclogucs ere needed hcre& Thﬁ Qftenex.
the better. Too often actions arc inpclled by merc rugour:. o 8 op,
to check, to think on the truth of a rumour is esscatial to 2

pcaceful and harmonious lifc.
All is well that cnds weidl.

Most subscription fees fall due on the 1st. Jan. They are:
Home subscription: 33.00
Postal Subsoription $5.00

- Iec Pinder.



w; . Duty Officer: Mr. Albert Ryan
\_p,o(,aw Duty Sister: Weekend: Sister Ena

Tuesday: Sister Edith.

J&/L M As "The Mirage" goes to print, no films had arrived. ReSPODSi.b];

authorities fear that the films shown earlier this week were
nent for the weckend, so nmovie fans nay be nissing out this
weekend.

W Sunday: 9.30an Sunday School classes in the church and camps,
/L : ..fé : Thene of study: "The World Seeking Christ"

T«30pn Bvening Service. We extend a warn invitation tq
who would like to worship and have fellowship t
gether.

We will welconme Rev, Gowan Arnstrong and his
fanily at the service; it is good to neet and
hear Bapa Arnstrong againe

Also Mr Jacob Roberts is going to participat
in the service by giving a testinony of his
Christian experiences,

The Meningrida Church expresses its appreciation to both Sister
Maija and BEdith for their invodenents during the past years, Best
wishes and blessings be with you as you are leaving us.

* * * * * * * *

What does "Faith" nean to you ?

Faith is a journey of a world beyond reason, yet it is a
journey anongst both nan and Gode Christ lives and is present
anongst the everyday affairs of nen, In the journey you may encounter
both the sorrow of infidelity and the courage to start afresh; both
the peace that comes fron discovery and the anxiety arising froo the
realization that even nmore is involved; both the certainky of truth.
and the need for new light.

(Robert Crotty adapted)

R ¢ ez * * * * ) » * *
~ The Maningrida Metrological Bureau apoldgises to it#s

clients for not being successful in organising a White Christnas,
They will try harder the following year, Rainfall figures are as

follows:=
Monday 17Th 39 rpts
Tuesday 18Th 114 pts
Wednesday 19Th 114 pts
Thursday 27Th 13 pts (till 2.00pm)

Feorls + fhreso

As the last "Mirage" was going to press a mew policenan and his fanily arriw
at Maningrida, and we now bid hin a welcome. He is Kerpry Morsan ond he arrived on
Wednesday 12th Decenber to take over Noel Perkin's former office in the law
business, lle brought with hin his very charning wife' Pap, son Paddy, and daughter

Kglly. No, he doesn't cone straight fron Ireland (despite the naness but id a
Queenslander fron way back.

Gowan (Bapa) Arnstrong along with fanily Shirley, Johp, and Roslyn cane
on yesterday's plane to invade their former haunts for a week. Gowan has
ouch work to do and cannot look upon his stay as a holiday, but the rest of then
arc all set for a good time. Lnong thec first things Gowan seerched out for, and
found was his old . . . . Yes, you guessed it ! And all thats wrong with it is
two flat tyres., For new Maningridians who do not know Gowan, he was the first
ninister at Maningrida, and was here for a period that even outranked John Hunter
Shirley had been the Donestic Science teacher for some years. Gowan was
responsible for starting off "The Mirage" and brought about 200 issues to the
news stalls. They will te staying at the Carey's house.

Shirley Souter's parents, Claude and Mayis Baker, have come to have a look:
at this wonderful place their daughter has found herself in, and will be staying -
till next Saturday. poe - ‘ o

Silas Robert's brother Jacob is also here on a short visit and taking it es#
after a lung operation in Darwin Hospital, Jacob runs his own bus businesse.
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